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Multinational team 
to operate from 
Scarborough Reef 


fter three years of trying, a multi- 
national team lead by Bob Vallio, 
WO6RGG, has been given permission to 


operate from Scarborough Reef. A team . 


is being assembled that will include mem- 
bers from Asia, Europe and the USA. Bob 
and the group will operate from the reef 
for ten days in late April. Scarborough 
Reef is currently considered as being the 
most wanted entity in the world. 

— ARNewsline 


Severe Weather 
puts Amateur 
Radio volunteers 
to the test 


“eee and other severe weather 
on 1 Mar prompted activation by. 
Amateur Radio Emergency Service 
(ARES) and SKYWARN volunteers in 
Alabama, Georgia, and Missouri. Torna- 
does wreaked extensive property damage 
in the affected communities, resulting in 
the deaths of 20 people in the three states, 
including seven deaths in Alabama. 
Amateur Radio operators across the 
state were busy tending to the massive, 
severe weather outbreak: in Georgia, 
a series of severe weather watches and 
warnings were posted. Several tornadoes 
were reported, scattered mostly through 
central and southern Georgia; in Missouri, 
many reports of were reported due to the 
storm; in Howell County, in south-central 
Missouri, a tornado was blamed for the 
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death of a seven-year-old girl; in Boone 


County, in central Missouri, ARES teams. 


were activated at the request of the Joint 
Communications Information Center. 
Ten weather spotters provided real-time, 
ground-level weather observations to 
supplement the National Weather Service 
radar in Kansas City and St. Louis. - 

— ARNewsline 


Ham Radio on 


the web | 
Te Colyard, K4MM, has created.an 
interesting web page for 60M opera- 

tors looking for DX. The site lists stations 
that have been active on this new band 


and also lists upcoming operations. The 


web page is at Attp://60meters.info 
— ARNewsline 


Dayton Hamvention 


helby Summerville, K4WW, in 
Louisville says that the 2007 
Dayton RTTY forum will take place 
20 May (Sunday), from 10:15 to noon. 
The venue is the Hara Arena, in Meet- 
ing Room 2. 
This year’s speakers will include Ken 
Wolff, KIEA, and Ed Muns, WOYK. 
Ken will discuss log checking and the 


distinction between myth and reality. Ed 


will give ideas of efficiently improving 
RTTY contesting. Time permitting; 
there will be a question and answer ses- 
sion following the presentations. 

— ARNewsline 


New TNC? New radio? Considering a 
Sound Card Interface for PSK-31? 


Contact our CUSTOM SHOP for 
made to order cables. 

We build everything from TNC to 
radio interconnect cables and 
sound card interface cables to 
coax assemblies made to YOUR 

specifications. 


Authorized dealer for Alinco, Icom, 
Kenwood, Yaesu and Kantronics. 


Associated Radio 
8012 Conser, Overland Park, KS 66204 
Tel: 800-497-1457 
Email: sales@associatedradio.com 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


Dayton Hamvention 
names its 2007 
award winners 


he Dayton Hamvention has named _ 

its 2007 award winners. Three Hams 
who have made significant contributions 
to Amateur Radio will be honored at this 
year’s Dayton Hamvention. The Ham- 
vention Awards Committee selected Jim 
Haynie, WSJBP, as 2007 Radio Amateur 
of the Year, Edward Hare, WIRFI, as 


- Special Achievement Award recipient, 


and IRLP developer Dave Cameron, 
VE7LTD, to receive this year’s Techni- 
cal Achievement Award. 

Jim Haynie, W5JBP, was selected as 
Radio Amateur of the Year based on his 
many contributions to Amateur Radio, 
both before and during his tenure as 
President of the ARRL. One of Jim’s 
first successes as League president was 
to establish the Amateur Radio Educa- 
tion and Technology Program. Better 
known as “The Big Project,” this is an 
effort to bring young people into Ama- 
teur Radio. 

Among the biggest challen Jim 
faced during his ARRL tenure was the 
Broadband over Powerline battle. He 
made numerous trips to Washington, 
D.C. to testify before Congress and the 
FCC regarding the threat BPL poses to 
radio communication. He went before 
the camera in 2005 in the video “The 
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ARRL Goes to Washington” to clearly 
state the ARRL position on BPL and has 
been a forceful advocate for limiting BPL 
communication interference worldwide. 
Homeland security was another priority 
for Jim. In June 2003, he signed a formal 
Statement of Affiliation between the 
Department of Homeland Security and 
the ARRL. He also helped get recognition 
for the contributions of Amateur Radio to 
emergency communication following the 


World Trade Center attack and Hurricane. 


Katrina. However, the most important 
aspect of Jim’s tenure as leader of the 
ARRL was that of transforming it from 
the service organization it was prior to 
9/11 into the pro-active, vital emergency 
service clearinghouse and educational 
operation that it is today, a change that 
brought the ARRL into the 21st century. 

The Dayton Hamvention 2007 Spe- 
cial Achievement Award winner is Ed 
Hare, WIRFI. Hare was selected for his 
extensive work in addressing the Broad- 
band over Powerline hazards to radio 
communication. As one of the leaders in 
the project to educate the Ham public to 
the potential hazards of BPL, Ed helped 
gather the evidence that showed the con- 
cept posed a credible threat of interference. 
More important, his work in document- 
ing the communications hazard that BPL 
represents has become the basis of most 
formal opposition to its widespread imple- 
mentation in the United States and other 
nations worldwide. 

The Dayton Hamvention 2007 Technical 
Excellence Award winner is Dave Cam- 
eron, VE7LTD. Dave was instrumental 
in development of the software, hardware, 
and technology that permits repeaters 
worldwide to be linked together through 
the Internet Radio Linking Project (IRLP). 
His work transformed FM repeater com- 
munication from a local entity into a 
worldwide communication network. The 


network has been of immense value in’ 


emergencies and has helped unite the 
world’s Radio Amateurs over the Internet 
and radio. 
The winners will receive their honors at 
a special presentation ceremony to be held 
at the Dayton Hamvention the weekend of 
18-20 May 2007. Amateur Radio Newsline 
will have reporters on the scene to bring you 
a first-hand account of the ceremony and of 
all of this year’s Hamvention activities. — 
| — DARA, ARNewsline 
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ix) EDITOR’S LOG = 


lease join us in extending a 
warm welcome to the newest 


members of our Lifetime Sub- 


scriber Family... 


e Donald A. Michalek, AI4ME 
Virginia Beach, VA 

e David A. Maynard, K2KO 
Fort Wayne, IN 

e Raymond Andrews, K9DUR 
West Terre Haute, IN 


ey Steve Nelson, W8CSN 


Westland, MI. 

e John King, W9KXQ 
Greenville, IL 

e Dan Arnold, NG7L 
Douglas, WY 

e Stephen Morton, AD7AB 

‘Tacoma, WA 


Amateurs within a day’s drive of 


~ Ohio know that May means one thing: 


Hamvention! Tens of thousands of hams 
make the annual pilgrimage to this 
Mecca of Amateur Radio the weekend 
of May 18, 19 and 20th. It promises to be 
better attended than ever with new radio 
operators with new privileges checking 
out the latest and greatest in radio gear. 
WorldRadio staffers will be coming 
in from California for the three-day 
event, handing out sample copies of our 
magazines, so stop by our booth and say 


hello. The WR booth is located in the 


main arena. 

I'll be in Dayton on Thursday to 
get the FISTS booth ready for open- 
ing day. The FISTS booth is on the 
ramp between the main arena and 
the cafeteria. Please stop by and say 
hello. It will be a busy weekend run- 
ning back and forth between FISTS 
and WorldRadio, but you can catch 
me at one or the other. Meeting new 
readers and hearing your comments 
is always interesting and it is good to 
have an eyeball with friends from years 
past. It’s the highlight of Dayton week- 
end and one of the best things about 
Hamfests in general. i 

In most big cities, you can find a 
hamfest within driving distance almost 
every weekend. Clubs hold swaps to 
make money and that is a good thing. It 
is important to keep dues low while still 
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having the funds to maintain the club 
repeater or finance Field Day and other 
activities. However, a consistent observa- 
tion from the attendee’s point of view is 
that the tickets are getting too expensive. 
“Back in the day” it used to cost a buck - 


_ or two to get in the door. Nowadays, the 


average price is $5-6, sometimes as high 


| as $7 or even $10. I’m concerned that 


hamfeésts are pricing themselves out of 
business, particularly now that there are 
so many families involved in the hobby. 
Taking the spouse and a few harmon- 
ics (kids) can easily add up to twenty 
bucks. This, for an event that is usually 
over by noon. | 
True, there often is a fee associated 
with renting the facility or to cover jani- 
torial expenses. The vendors pay the club 
to have a table set-up, which would easily 


_ take care of that rental cost. Perhaps your 


club can give some thought to making 
money at your Hamfest in a way other 
than raising admission prices. Food is 
always popular — coffee and doughnuts 
are easy to serve, as are simple foods like 
popcorn, sloppy joes or hot dogs. 

Some clubs are getting creative with 
their admission tickets, charging a 
cheaper base price with a premium of 
a couple dollars more if you want to 
take a chance on winning a door prize. 
Making hamfests affordable will help 
keep the tradition going in spite of the 
increased popularity of selling gear 
on the Internet. Seeing all those old 
Heathkits and reels of coax in person 
are good for the Amateur spirit. Hunt- 
ing for the treasure that may be buried 
on the table in the next aisle, dickering 
on the price and carrying it out to the 
parking lot to the trunk of your car is 
something you can’t get on Ebay. 73, 
88, 33 Nancy WZ8C . 

— Thank. you very much for caring 
enough to take the time to let us know 
how you feel. Please keep in touch, 
either through our web page http:// 
www.wr6wr.com, e-mail direct to me at 
nancy @tir.com, via editor@wr6wr.com,, 
or postal mail direct to me at Nancy 
WZS8C, P.O. Box 807, Hadley, MI 


48440. Mail sent to WR HO at 2120 


28th St, Sacramento, CA 95818 will be 
forwarded tome. - a) 


“I can’t imagine a better DXpedition rig than the 
IC-7000! Thanks to its great performance and 
legendary Icom reliability, our ZL8R team turned 
out over 40,000 QSOs in just over a week. of 
round-the-clock operatirig from Raoul Island in 
the Kermadecs. The rigs never missed a beat! 
The best part was that we fit all six IC-7000s 
along with their lcom power supplies and auto- 
antenna tuners in just a few small padded cases! 
Thanks Icom!” 


~ Michael Mraz, N6MZ 
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Jose Jacob, VU2JOS 


inicoy, also called Maliku, is 

located in the southwest coast 

of India in the Arabian Sea. 
This island is only of 4.80 sqkm area 
and is 10.6 kms long and is 398 kms 
away from Kochi. It has a large lagoon. 
The nearest island, Maldives, only 
80 kms away has the same language and 
culture. Malayalam, which also hap- 
pens to be my mother tongue, is widely 
spoken here. The population of the 
island is about 10,000 and all the local 
people there are Muslims. They are well 
known mariners and many people from 
this island work on ships. Women are 
more empowered there. Foreigners are 
not permitted to visit these islands, even 
Indians must get special entry permits. 
The Lakshadeep Tourist Department 
called SPORTS brings Indian tourists 
regularly here. 

For Amateur Radio purposes, Islands 
on the Air (IOTA) has issued a separate 
number to Minicoy (AS-106) while all 
the other islands of Lakshadeep are AS- 
011. Itis a very much sought-after island 


as the only activity from there was 46° 


years back. Thanks to National Institute 
of Amateur Radio (NIAR) which hosted 
the Hamfest 2007 in Lakshadeep, this 
rare island was activated again much to 
the delight of DXers worldwide. We had 
the special callsign VU7MY to be used 
in Minicoy. VU2MY, by the way, is the 
callsign of OM Suri, Chairman of NIAR. 
The VU7RG callsign in memory of Rajiv 
Gandhi, the former Prime Minister of 
India, was used in Kadamat Island where 
the Hamfest was held and in Agatti and 
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Bangaram Islands simultaneously. 

The Lakshadeep Hamfest 2007 
attracted 33 famous DX Hams from 
11 countries and several Indian Hams. 
10,067 total contacts were made. QSL 
cards for these operations are handled 
by efficient QSL managers in Germany, 
USA and Japan. It has been proved again 
that what ever NIAR does, it does it in 


style. Thanks to the great Indian vision- 


ary Ham OM Suri, VU2MY, founder of 


NIAR, for conducting such an interest-. 


ing Hamfest along. with DXpedition and 
for sending me to operate from the rare 
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Minicoy Island. 

Special thanks to Department of 
Information Technology, Ministry of 
Tourism, Lakshadeep Administration, 
Ministry of Defence, Ministry of Home 
Affairs, Department of Telecommunica- 
tions, Govt. of India, International Advi- 
sory Committee of Hamfest, the Interna- 
tional DX Community and Foundations 
and to the people of Lakshadeep for 
their support to Hamfest 2007. Thanks 
to OM Rob, PA2R, for maintaining a 
nice website www.vu7.in which attracted 
thousands of visitors. 

Our Minicoy team leader was YL 
Bharathi, VU2RBI, chief co-ordinator 
of NIAR in Delhi. She did the ground 
work: licensing, accommodation and 
other logistics. Our other team mem- 
bers were her 13-year-old daughter 
YL Mahathi, VU3DSM, one of the 
youngest Hams of India; YL Bhanu, 
VU2BL, a retired Manager from Hin- 
dustan Aeronautics Ltd. who had taken 
part in three other DXpeditions; OM 
Madhu VU2UWZ, a technical hand 
and good photographer, and myself. 
It was my 5th DXpedtion and the 2nd 
one to Lakshadeep. I was a member of 
the VU7APR VU7NRO DXpedition 
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to Kavaratti in 1989. My other three 
DXpeditions were to Andaman & 
Nicobar Islands in 1987, 2004, 2006. 
All these were organized by NIAR. 
At NIAR we have burnt the midnight 
oil regularly as the deadline for the 
Hamfest arrived. OM Suri, VU2MY, 
Chairman, NIAR and The International 
Advisory Committee formed for the 
Hamfest guided us for the mega-event. 
The equipment was identified, packed 
and sent by road cargo to Kochi before 


our arrival. 600 kgs of equipment was~ 


there to Minicoy alone. 
The main route to Ear cHesep is 
through my native Kochi. Being local 


persons, I, OM Madhu and my XYL_ 


Lissy were sent by NIAR to Kochi early 
to make the necessary arrangements and 
for logistic support and to receive the 
foreign and Indian delegates. 

The Kochi airport is about 35 kms 
from the city. It was interesting to 
receive the foreign delegates from 
North America, Europe and Japan 
and to drop them at the Hotel Avenue 
Regent in the city center. Most of them 
came with heavy luggage. Several of 
them were familiar faces as they 
had attended the similar VU4AN 
Hamfest operations held in Andaman 
& Nicobar Islands. At that time I had 
received them in Chennai Airport. 
OM Sridhar, VU3IGG, also received 


Installation of 


-element Yagi at Panchayat Shack, Minicoy. 


some delegates in Kochi. I also co- 
coordinated with the Lakshadeep 
office in Kochi for the booking of 
ship tickets and entry permits which 
were issued only in the last minute 
due to odd reasons causing heart- 
burn for many foreign delegates. OM 
Madhu and I found time to visit the 
Lakshadeep communication center 
located nearby, which had HF and 


OM Madhu, VU2UW2Z, in Customs Office shack. 


VHF links. 

At the hotel in Kochi, OM Suri, Chair- 
man, NIAR had a formal get-together 
with the delegates. Reciprocal licences 
were issued to the foreign Hams. 

The Kochi harbor is located in Wel- 
lington Island about eight kms from the 
hotel where the delegates stayed. We 
transported the delegates by bus and sent 
the huge luggage in a small truck. 

The first batch consisting of OM Frank 
DL4KQ; OM Joe, AA4NN; OM Dough, 
N6TQS; OM Adolf, WA9QJH; OM Ram, 
VU2LIC and OM Leela, VU3LGX, left 
from Kochi to Kadamat by MV. Amind- 
ivi on 08 January 2007. The second batch 
consisting of foreign delegates left for 
Kadamat/Agatti/Bangaram on 12 Janu- 
ary 2007 by MV. Bharat Seema. The last 
batch including our Minicoy team and 
Kadamat delegates left on the afternoon 
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Transfer between ship to islands — an interesting experience. 


13 January 2007 by MV. Tipu Sultan. 
Once I boarded the ship through a long 
ladder as one of the last delegates, I 
sighed with relief. It is a big but old 
ship which has a capacity for 800 pas- 
sengers on board. On the ship we had a 
mini Hamfest. We visited the captain’s 
room. I saw their radios and observed 
that their callsign was VTQG. 

This ship reached Kadamat Island 
next day afternoon. Except for the five- 
member Minicoy team, all other dele- 
gates disembarked. There are no jetties 
where ships can anchor in these islands 
and so the ships stop in mid-sea and the 
passengers board into small boats to 
reach the islands. It is an adventurous 
trip with seawater sometimes splashing 


OWN THE ANTENNA USED 
TO CONQUER-MT EVEREST 


You'll Find Elk Antennas:at 
HRO, AES, HamPros & Jun’s 


www.ElkAntennas.com 
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into the boats. The ride in the small boat 
took 35 minutes and we landed at exactly 
11:20 a.m. the next morning. 
Mr.F.G.Mohammed, an officer in the 
local tourism department, had arranged 
our accommodations. We checked into 
Twinkle Home, a new two-story hotel at 
Bada Village which is about a half-km 
away from the jetty. We occupied the 
top floor of the hotel and put up a station 
immediately in a separate room. 


OM Madhu was our antenna man. He 
installed a 14/21 MHz Dipole antenna 
on the roof and our station with a brand 
new Icom IC 7000 was on air. As stations 


were operating from four islands of Lak- 


shadeep, separate frequencies were allot- 
ted to each island to avoid confusion and 
we followed it strictly. An HF vertical and 
a Spider beam were added to this shack 
in the coming days. The Twinkle Home 
was like our home where we had food and 
where we relaxed. We soon found that 


~ this shack away from the sea was noisy 


compared to the other two shacks on the 
island from where we operated. 

Our man Friday was SWL Mubarak, a 
young islander who helped us with local 
logistics. He was an all-around helper 


-— he would climb on coconut trees to 


install antennas, pick and drop us in 
various shacks on motor bike and even 
serve us food in Twinkle Home. Food 
was specially cooked for us. 

OM Madhu and I, the noh-vegetar- 
ians, enjoyed eating local fish delicacies 


daily while the three other YLs were 


strict vegetarians... 

Once the first station was on, we went 
scouting for other suitable sites. We 
could get a nice vacant room adjoin- 
ing the Village Panchayat office in the 
Western side of the island, which was 
next to the sea. 

It was about half akm fou Twinkle 


Home. The second shack was opera-- 


Amateur Radio Call Signs 


The following shows the last call sign in each group to be assigned for each VE Region under the séquential call system 
as of 06 March 2007. For more information about the sequential call sign system, see Fact Sheet PR5000 #206-S dated 
August 1996 or contact the Federal Communications Commission, Consumer Assistance Branch, 1270 Fairfield Rd., 
Gettysburg, PA 17325-7245, tol] free 888/225-5322, or see the website: www.wireless.fcc.gov/uls. 


District Group C/ 
Technician 
0 ' KC@ZTU 
i KBLOOV 
2 KC2RAK 
Bo KB30QR 
4 KI4UBC 
5 KES5MVB 
6 KI6IHI 
7 KE7LIW 
8 KD8FJM, 
9 KC9ONO ~— 
N. Marianas KH@SU 
Guam NH2FH 
Hawaii WH7FH 
American Samoa KH8DS 
Alaska KL2DK 
Virgin Island NP2NH 
Puerto Rico WP4NTR 


++ All calls in this group have been assigned 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


Group B/ Group A/ 
General Extra 

++ AC@GM 
++ ; ABIGS 
++ AB2WJ 
++ AB3EM 
++ AI4UG 
++ ADSZM 
++ AE6AX 
++ AD7KU 
++ AB8XG 
++ KC9OKXV 
++ ++ 
++ AH2DS 
++ AH6SN 
++ : AH8Y 

++ AL2V 

++ ++ 

++ ++ 
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View of Viringilli Island on Southern side of Minicoy. 


tional with another brand new Icom IC 
7000 from the first day itself. It was our 
best shack and here we first installed a 
40M inverted vee and an Icom AH 710 
folded-dipole antenna on coconut trees. 
A Telex Hy Gain 14 AVQ/WB vertical 
and a 7-Element triband Yagi were added 
‘ to this shack in the coming days. The 
Yagi for some odd reason failed to work 
properly on some bands. 

The vertical antenna placed in the 
beach at ground level with radials 
spread worked wonderfully well from 
this shack. The first vertical antenna got 
“blasted” here and we replaced it with 
the Hustler 4-BTV Trap Vertical (with 
30M add on kit) donated by Dr. Glenn, 
W@GJ, which also worked wonderfully 
well. It was here that YL Bharathi had a 
fall while adjusting the radials and had to 
get medical treatment. Even though she 
was injured she continued with enthusi- 
asm and ended up making the maximum 
number of QSOs from there. 

The third shack was started on the 


second day in an unused Customs. 


Office room at Falessery on the eastern 
side of the island, next to the sea, about 
one-and-half km away from Twinkle 
Home. Here we put a Telex Hy Gain 
14 AVQ/WB vertical, Icom AH 710 HF 
folded-dipole, 7 MHz inverted vee and 
a 10/14 MHz inverted vee. The radios 
used here were Yaesu FT 757 GX. II 


and Icom IC 706 MKII. The sea was 
very rough on this eastern side of the 
island. As this shack was in a lonely 
place without any basic amenities, we 
operated from there only in daytime and 
up to around 9:00 p.m. All shacks used 
Yaesu FL 7000 linears. 

We took turns operating on a casual 
timetable. My first QSOs were with my 
sister YL Nisha, VU2NIS, and my XYL 


Lissy, VU3LMS, operating from Kad- - 


amat Island with the callsign VU7RG. 
OM Madhu and I were busy putting up 
shacks and antennas in the daytime 
while the YLs operated merrily. We 
two OMs used to operate more at night 


normally and even sleep in makeshift » 


Ferrite and iron powder cores. Free 
catalog and RFI Tip Sheet. Our RFI kit gets 
RF! out of TV's, telephones, stereos, etc. 
Model RFI-4 ..........0....... $25.00 
+ $8 S&H U.S./canada. Tax in Calif. 

Use MASTERCARD or VISA 


BOX 462222, ESCONDIDO, CA 92046 
TEL: 760-747-3343 FAX: 760-747-3346 
e-mail: info@Palomar-Engineers.com 
www.Palomar-Engineers.com 


beds in the Panchayat Office shack till 


- the YLs came for day duty. Later we 


used to go to the other shacks. _ 
I was privileged to be the only CW 


operator of the group. While the four 
others were shouting at their best into’ 


the microphones, I was coolly making 
QSOs. Sometimes when SSB stations 
were hard to be got, I could get many 
stations in CW. The huge pileup has to be 
experienced to be believed and I almost 
always operated in split mode, listening 
a few kHz up. Sometimes we used to lose 
our cool when stations did not follow 
our instructions. I used a Hymount keyer 
made in Japan. Severe interference was: 
noted from several Indonesian SSB sta- 
tions on the 40M CW band. 

Although we used logging software on 
our laptops, paper logs were also used. 
The AC power supply was fine and failed 
only a few times. Big diesel generators 


‘are being used to supply power on the 


island. Solar panels are also used in 
several places. Our group made a total 
of 17,075 QSOs out of which I could 
make a modest 4,129 QSOs from 104 
DXCC countries mostly in CW. I found 
that I made only 1.16 % of my contacts 
in voice. We got more stations on 40 
Meters, which was wide open to DX 
all throughout the night. More contacts 
were made with Japanese, German ahd 


Russian stations. I especially liked the 
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To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


- Russian stations. I especially liked the 
early morning hours when we used to 
get North and South American stations. 
Sometimes conditions were so good 
that I used to get American stations on 
40 Meters even at 8:45 a.m. local time. 
Special thanks to the other members of 
the team for their support. 

Though all groups started operations 
on 15 January 2007, VU7RG stations 
operated by DX Hams had to close 
down on 24 January 2007, but we at 


VU7MY were privileged to operate till - 


30 January 2007. We were busy setting 
up our stations in Minicoy while the 
Hamfest meetings were successfully 
going on in Kadamat. VU2BL of our 
team had to returned to the mainland 
early on 19 January 2007 for the mar- 
riage of her sister’s daughter. She was 
scheduled to leave later but that ship 
was cancelled. 

Cycles and two-wheelers are used 
in large numbers on the island. We 
also got two bicycles, one rented and 
another free thanks to the generosity of 
the local Police Sub-Inspector. We used 
it frequently to go from shack to shack. 
The people were very friendly. The local 
ladies use a special type of dress, like 
a gown with a veil partially covering 


their head. 


There are no beggars in the island. 
Besides coconut trees we could find bread- 
fruit trees, drumstick trees etc. in plenty. 
We drank purified rain water in the hotel 
which tasted fine. Rain water harvesting 
is done on the islands seriously and they 
store it for long time. Tap connections are 
also there. Sea water is also converted 
into drinking water here. There are cats, 
goats, cows etc. there but no dogs. Liquor 
is strictly prohibited and there are no movie 
theatres also. The local people enjoy chew- 
ing pan, an Indian nut-leaf mixture. The 
weather was warm while we there and it 
rained lightly at night on a couple of occa- 
sions. There are two dozen mosques and 
we heard the call for prayer echoing five 
times each day on loud-speakers. ! 

Telephones and cellphones are widely 
used. The internet is: available in a few 
places. Local newspapers come from. 
Kochi via the ship once or twice each 
- week. There are several shops. Most of 
the items come from Kochi except coco- 
nut and tuna fish which is exported. We 
visited the tuna fish canning factory and 
saw how raw tuna was processed and 


packed. It’s the only such factory in the 
whole of Lakshadeep. We purchased 
some tuna fish pickles and a few small 
coconut trees for our homes. 

We found time for snorkeling. It was 
fun to be in sea water and watching the 
coral and colorful fish under the sea. 
OM Madhu and I walked to the small 
island called Viringilli one day during 


low tide, which is very close to the island 


in the southern side. Another day we had 
an adventurous walk to the uninhabited 
northern tip of the island through the 
beach. Only the middle portion of the 
island is inhabited the other areas are 
full of coconut trees. 

We visited the famous Minicoy Light 
House one day. It has the code no. 0758 
which was first commissioned on 2nd 
February 1885. There is a Differential 
Global Positioning System (DGPS) 
commissioned on 23 May 2000 which 
operates on 306 kHz Long Wave with 500 
watts. There is also a Radar transponder, 


Racon of 500-milliwatts on top of the © 


lighthouse. It sends outs the letter G as 
identification in Morse Code near 5300- 
5500 MHz, and was commissioned on 
25 March 1985. A new lighthouse is being 
built in the northern side of the island. 
We also visited the local Doordarshan 
TV station there. It’s 10 watts power 
and operates on Channel 11+ on solar 
power. Not many people view this sta- 


tion. Instead, they are glued to the cable _ 


TV channels in Malayalam. There is 
also a satellite earth station anda digital 
transmission station of BSNL near our 
Panchayath office shack. 

‘ As we neared our departure date of 
31 January 2007, we slowly shut down 
stations and packed them neatly. Our last 
station closed down on 30 January 2007 
at 9:00 p.m. We returned by a small ship 
and reached Kochi on 01 Feb 2007. As 


HamCall™ CD-ROM 


The HamCall CD-ROM contains over 1,800,000 US and 
world wide callsigns, all on one CD-ROM. 

We produce a new HamCall CD 
every month! This means that 
whenever you buy HamCall, you won't 
be buying a CD that's out-of-date! ‘You 
also get a HamCall.NET password that 
will let you download 6 FREE monthly 


updates via the Internet. 800 technical help. We 
won't let you fail. Your satisfaction guaranteed or your 
money back. 


PSUCKMASTER 


http://hamcall.net/haminfo.html 
800-282-5628 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 


the weather was a little rough most of us 
were seasick. We found that the Chief 
Engineer of this ship, OM Raphael, was 
a Ham with the callsign VU2CJY. We 
visited the ship’s radio shack which had 
the callsign VVNT. 

After a few days stay in Kochi and 
sending back all the equipment to NIAR 
by road, we returned to Hyderabad on | 
04 Feb 2007. OM Madhu took hundreds 
of nice photos. We shall cherish forever 
our memories of participating in an 
interesting DXpedition. 

We sincerely thank all the supporting 
and sponsoring agencies particularly the 
DX foundations and individual Hams 
for assisting us to organize this historic 
event. We look forward to contacting you 
on other challenging Ham adventures. 

VU7TMY MINICOY STATION 
DETAILS: 

1: Twinkle Home, Bada Village: 
Icom IC 7000; Yaesu FL 7000; Hustler 
4-BTV Trap Vertical, Spider Beam, 14/ 
21 MHz Inverted V; Hymound Keyer; 
20 A Power Supply 

2. Panchayat Office: icom IC 7000 

Yaesu FL 7000; Telex Hy Gain 14 
AVQ/WB Vertical; Hustler 4-BTV 
Vertical (with 30M add on kit), Icom AH 
710 HF Folded diplole, 7 MHz Inv.V; 77 
Element Triband Yagi; Hymound Keyer; 
20 A Power Supply 

3. Customs Office, Falessery Village: 
Icom IC 706 MK IIG, Yaesu FT 757 GX 
II; Icom PS 55 (2 Nos.); Yaesu FL 7000; 
Telex Hy Gain 14 AVQ/WB Vertical, 
Icom AH 710 HF Folded diplole, 7 MHz 
Inv.V; 10/14 MHz Inverted V 

Other items: Laptops — 3 Nos.; MFJ 
Antenna Analyzer; Head phones; RG- 
213, RG-8U, RG-58U Coax cable 

— Jose Jacob, VU2JOS, National 
Institute of Amateur Radio, Raj Bhavan 
Road, Hyderabad 500082, India. 
Email vu2jos@gmail.com; website 
www.vu7.in; Tel: 91 40 23310287 & 
94416 96043 a) 
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x 2 Antennas for 160-6 meters. >. Vz, 
The Unique design gives it a leading edge. 
Great Performance + Easy Installation 


www.isotronantennas.com 
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MF¥J tiny Travel Tuner 
Tiny 4'/x2'/x3 inch tuner handles full 150 Watts! Covers 
80-10 Meters, has tuner bypass switch, tunes nearly anything! 


MF brings you the world’s small- 
est full power 150 Watt 80-10 Meter 
Antenna Tuner. Extra wide matching 
range lets you tune nearly any antenna. 

It’s no toy, its got guts! Built with 
real air variable capacitors (600 Volt, 
322 pF) and three stacked powder iron 
toroids to handle real power -- not just 
QRP. Bypass switch lets you bypass 
tuner when you don’t need it. 

You can use nearly any transceiver 
at full power with nearly any coax fed 
or random wire antenna for portable, 
home or mobile operation. 

It’s perfect for compact rigs like 
Icom IC-706MKIG, Yaesu FT-100D, 
Kenwood TS-50, QRP rigs and others 


Tiny Travel Tuner 
with 4:1 Balun 


mannii |. MoUTAReE 


MFJ- 
902H, 
same as 

| MFJ-902 

Tiny 

Travel Tuner but 
has 4:1 balun for 
balanced lines 
and 5-way bind- 


sp Tencel Cater 
EE a retsone: 1 ee i 


MFJ-902H 


$4 o09°5 


dom wire. 57/4sWx2'/4Hx 2?/4D in. 


Long 10/12 foot 
Telescoping Whips 
MFJ-1954 10 foot extended, 
$2 95 19 inches col- 
10 Feet lapsed, MFJ-1954, 
$22.95. 12 foot 
MFJ-1956 extended, 22.5 
inches collapsed. 
MFJ-1956, $29.95. 
Standard 3/8 inch 
by 24 threaded stud for use 
with all standard mounts. 
Durable 1/2 inch diameter 
plated brass. Telescopes for 


12 Feet 


crazy, 


Cross-Needle SWR/Wattmeter 


MFJ-904 


$4 4 G5 


ing posts for balanced lines and ran- power all at a glance in 300/60 and 30/6 


. Watt ranges. 74Hx2'4Hx2*4D inches. 


MFJ-915 prevents unwant- 
$2925 ed RF from trav- 


side of your coax shield 

into your transceiver. This 

unwanted stray RF can 

cause painful RF “bites” 
when you touch your micro- 

_ phone or volume control, cause 
your display or settings to go 


or turn off your power supply. 


with a built-in SWR meter. MFJ-902 
Operate anywhere, anytime with a S$ 95 
quick easy set-up! Tune out SWR on 8 o 


your mobile whip from inside your car. 
Operate in your apartment with a wall- 
to-wall antenna or from a motel room 
with a wire dropped from a window or | 
from a mountain top with a wire over a 
tree limb. Great for DXpeditions or field ’ 
day. Be prepared for emergencies. 
MF4J-902 is so small and handy, . 
you'll rely on it wherever you go! It's ¢ | MFJ Travel Tuner 
easy to pack away in your briefcase, __ 80 10 Meters / 150 Waits 
suitcase, backpack, glove compart- cc 
ment or desk drawer. It's tiny enough. 
to slide in your back hip pocket! 
4'2Wx2'4Hx3D inches. 


Tiny Travel Tuner with 


ANTENNA TRANSAT TER NOUCTAMCE 


s ¢ 
% it t A 
2% Mags P 
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‘ 
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Tiny Travel Tuner but 
has Cross-Needle SWR/ 
Wattmeter. Read SWR, 
forward and re-flected 


1500 Watt Lightning Surge 
Protector — 
Protect your 
expensive trans- 
= ceiver from static 
a4 MFJ-272 electricity and . 
i $3995 lightning induced surges 
with an ultra-fast gas dis- 
charge tube. Plug between rig 
and antenna; attach ground. DC 
to 1000 MHz. SO-239s. 
All-Band GSRV Antenna | 
. @ 2) Cover all bands, 160- 
: ws? LOM with tuner. 102 ft. 
W\ry-1778 long, 1.5kW. 


MFJ RF Isolator 
MFJ-915 RF Isolator 


Portable Collapsible 


Antenna Tri-Pod 

Holds 66 MFJ-1918 
pounds of anten- $ 95 
na steady. Black 49 
steel base forms strong 
braced equilateral triangle 
40 inches on a side. Non- | 
skid feet. One inch diam- 
eter steel mast extends 
height to six feet. Strong 
base and mast locks. 
Easily add antenna 
mount or mast 


eling on the out- 


lock up your transceiver 


full 1/4 wave operation 2 to 
12/15 Meters. Cover 17, 20, 
30, 40, 60, 80, 160 Meters 
with loading coil. Use two 
for multi-band dipoles. 
Replace screwdriver antenna 
whip for highly efficient 
fixed mobile operation. 


Glazed Ceramic Antenna Insulator 
Authentic glazed 
ceramic antenna insula- 
ee tor. Extra-strong -- will 
| (79 cents each) not break with long 
antennas and will not arc 
over or melt even under full legal 
' power. Molded ridges give extra-long 
== high-voltage path to prevent high-volt- 
age breakdown. Smooth wire holes prevent 
wire damage. Use as center or end insulator for 
dipoles, doublets, GSRVs, guy wires and others. 


... the world leader in ham radio accessories! 


MFJ-16C06 
6-Pack 
$A 56 


MFJ 


In mobile installations, stray RF 
could cause your car to do funny 


extension for 
greater heights. 


| $3925 Custom 


things even blow your carcom- _Collapses to A habe ba 
puter. Clear up these problems, 38 inches by 1456 OF s lack ae nee 
plug an MFJ-915 between your 4 inch - hor: : talk Bae 
antenna and transceiver. Dont diameter. Se NOTZO a aes 
operate without one! 5x\'/2 . 63/4 inverted vee or sloper. 
inches. For 1.8 to 30 MHz. pounds. Marconi on 160M. 


Current Balun/Center Insulator 
True /:1 Current Balun/Center 

Insulator forces equal cur- 

rents into dipole MFJ-918 

halves to reduce $ 

coax feedline radia- 

tion and field pattern dis- 


Free MFJ Catalog 
and Nearest Dealer. . . 800-647-1800 


http://www.mfjenterprises.com © 
¢ | Year No Matter What™ warranty * 30 day money 

back guarantee (less s/h) on orders direct from MFJ 
tortion. Reduces TVI, RFI and 


> BE MFJ ENTERPRISES, INC. 
RF hot spots in your shack. 50 =e 30730 BH: (262) eit ; 


ferrite beads on Teflon™coax. 1.5kW, Tech Help: (662) 323-0549 


1.8-30 MHz. Stainless steel hardware. Fa X:(662)323-6551 8-4:30 CST, Mon.-Fri. Add shipping. 
Di rect antenna connection. 5x1 Vi ait Prices and specifications subject to change. (c) 2006 MFJ Enterprises, Inc. 
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MFJ 


World's largest HF. 
SWR/Wattmeter has giant 6% inch meter! 
This one you can SEE! Extra-long 

scales gives you highly accurate SWR and 
power measurements. Huge numbers 
makes reading easy across your shack. 
Like your analog watch, one glance at 

the meter needle gives you fast 
and accurate readings without 
actually examining the scale. 

_ MEYJ's exclusive TrueActive™ peak 

- reading circuit captures true peak or aver- 
age forward and reflected power readings. 


MFJ Weather-Proof Antenna Feedthrough Panel 


attmeter 


MFJ-868 Has 20/200/2000 Watt 
$4 39°5 ranges for accurate QRP or 
QRO operation. 

Exclusive MFJ Wattmeter Power 
Saver™ circuit turns on meter only when 
RF power is being measured. 

Covers 1.8-30 MHz. Use 9 volt battery 
or 12 VDC or 110 VAC with MFJ-1312D, 
$15.95. 7Wx5'/2HxSD in. SO-239 connectors. 


Warts 


a 500 


at 


\, Bring three coax-fed HF/VHF/UHF antennas, balanced line, random wire and ground into your 


Dd hamshack without drilling through walls... \ry-4602° 59%. 


_MFJ’s Weather-proof Antenna 
Feedthrough Panel mounts in your window 
sill. Lets you feed three coax-fed antennas, 
balanced line, random wire and ground with- 
out drilling through walls. 

Simply place in window sill and close 
window. One cut customizes it for any win- 
dow up to 48 inches. Use horizontally or 
vertically. High-quality pressure-treated 
wood with excellent 3/4 inch thick insulat- 
ing properties is painted with heavy coat of 

_white outdoor enamel paint. Edges sealed by 
weather-stripping. Seals and insulates 


na AN a pm 

You can hardly see this mini 14 foot 
rotatable dipole from across the street! 

Tiny 7-foot turning radius fits the smallest 
roof — perfect for houses, apartments/condos. 

The low-profile MFJ-1775 is not much 
bigger than a TV antenna and nicely blends 
into the sky. It’s easily turned by a light- 
weight TV rotator. 

It’s no Wimp! Its directivity reduces QRM/ 


Compact SWR/Wattmeter 


ess Compact SWR/ 
$ 59" Wattmeter has huge 
3 inch lighted Cross- 
» Needle Meter, easily 
ts: from across shack. 
Read forward/reflected power, 
SWR simultaneously. 3'/4Wx3'/4Hx3'/4D in. 
MFJ-822 for 1.8-200 MHz, 30/300 Watts. 
MFJ-842 for 140-525 MHz, 15/150 Watts. 


2-Position Remote Ant. Switch 


| MFJ-4712 ‘Switch any two 
$7 G25 antennas remotely! 
Single coax feeds two 

antennas, DC power, con- 

«trol signals -- no extra 

cable needed. Use 1.8-150 
MHz antennas. 1500 Watts. 50-75 Ohms. 4W 

_X2°/sHx1'/2D in. fully enclosed, weather pro- 
tected outside switch box has stainless steel 


16-Element 2.4 GHz WiFi Yagi 


MFJ-1800 


$2995 


__ 


against all weather conditions. Gives years 
of trouble-free service. */sDx3'/2Hx48 W in. 
Inside/outside stainless steel plates bond all 
coax shields to ground. Stainless steel ground 
post brings outside ground connection inside. 
Three Jeflon® SO-239 coax connectors, 
ceramic balanced line/randomwire feedthru 
insulators. 


Assembles in an afternoon. Adjusting one 
band has little effect on other bands. 


MEFJ-1775W, $239.95. WARC band ver- 
sion for 12, 17, 30, 60 Meters only. 


noise and lets you focus 
your signal in the direction 
that you want -- so you 
can work some real DX. 

Operate 6 bands -- 40, 
20, 15, 10, 6 and 2 meters. 
Run full 1500 Watts 
SSB/CW on all HF bands! 

Its entire length radi- 
ates. Each HF band uses a separate, highly- 
efficient end-loading coil wound on fiber- 
glass forms with Teflon™ wire with capaci- 
tance hats at each end (no lossy traps). 6 
and 2 meters are full-length halfwave 
dipoles. 

Built-to-last -- incredibly strong solid 
rod fiberglass center insulator and 6063 T-6 
aircraft strength aluminum tubing radiator. 


Glazed Ceramic Insulators 


MFJ-16C06, $4.56, package of 6 
su authentic glazed ceramic antenna in- 
i sulators. Extra-strong -- long antennas 
will not break, will not arc over or 
melt under full legal power. Extra-long 
ridges prevent high-voltage breakdown. 
Smooth wire holes prevent wire damage. 
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16-element WiFi Yagi antenna 
greatly extends range of 2.4 GHz, 
802.11b/g WiFi signals. Turns slow/ 
no connection into fast, solid connection. 
Highly directional -- minimizes interference. 
N-female connector. Tripod screw-mount. 
Wall/desk/shelf mounts. Use vertically or 
horizontally. 18Wx2?/,Hx 1'/D in. 2.9 oz. 
Ms MFJ-5606SR, $24.95. Cable 
* connects MFJ-1800/WiFi antennas 
to computer. Reverse-SMA male to N- 
male, 6 ft. RG-174. 
MFJ-5606TR, $24.95. Same as 
MFJ-5606SR but Reverse-TNC 
‘male to N-male. 


¢ 1 Year No Matter What™ warranty ° 30 day money 
back guarantee (less s/h) on orders direct from MFJ 
MFJ ENTERPRISES, INC. 
300 Industrial Pk Rd, Starkville, 
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New Chief, 


New Missions for Army MARS 


Bill Sexton, NIIN/AAA9PC 


n top of the wreckage of 

people’s homes and lives, 

Hurricane Katrina left a host 
of questions about disaster response 
in the United States. Vulnerability of 
communications stood high among the 
issues, and the Army Military Affiliate 
Radio System along with the rest of the 
emergency management world has been 
_ pursuing solutions. 

Now, after 18 months’ analysis of 
its own performance, Army MARS 
is implementing new procedures and 
priorities to fulfill its role as a backup 
communications link when government 
communications fail. It’s a significant 
turning point for the volunteer Amateur 
Radio operators who populate the 80- 
year-old service 

Among a dozen or so changes, opera- 
tional command is moving from the state 
level to the region, to facilitate broader 
response in multi-state disasters. Head- 
quarters staff assignments have been 
realigned, too. Training requirements 
are being significantly racheted up. 

And because Katrina revealed numer- 
ous responders from other agencies to be 
unaware of MARS resources, the new 
Chief of Army MARS, Stewart S. Carter, 
is planning a determined informational 
thrust within the federal establishment. 

“The challenges we face are new and 


more demanding than what we’ve pre- 


LOOP ANTENNA 


The best tabletop AM 
broadcast antenna. 
Loops for 50 kHz to 
6-MHz plug into amp- 
lifier. Free Catalog. 


Model LA-1 Loop Amplifier... .. $135 


530-1700 kHz Loop.......... $135 
ES + $8S8H Tax. inCalif CF 


PALOMAR 


BOX 462222, ESCONDIDO, CA 92046 
TEL: 760-747-3343 FAX: 760-747-3346 
email: info@Palomar-Engineers.com 
www.Palomar-Engineers.com 
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Interoperability at work: Skip Gracon, K3GNZ, of Manalapan NJ is an 

Army MARS member (AAT2BF) shown as a net control operator supporting 
an Air Force MARS exercise at the Ft. Monmouth MARS station during this 
winter’s USAF Operation Deep Freeze. Photo by Mark Emmanuele, N2CBO, 


(AAM2N J). 


_ pared for in the past,” said Carter, who | 


became MARS chief in December. 
“We need to know that all of our 

members are well-trained, ready, 

capable and willing to meet those 


K-Y Filter Company 
3010 Grinnel Place, Davis, CA 95616 
(530) 757-6873 


K- Y niodemfslechone RFI 
filters are truly superior! 


Please visit us at: 
http://www.ky-filters.com/am.htm 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


challenges,” Carter continued. “We’ve 
also got to tell the nation that the 2,600 
trained, and dedicated members of 
Army MARS, along with our Air Force 
and Navy-Marine Corps partners, bring 


~Design/Layout * Fabrication 
+ Assembly + ° Since ° 


We: welcome orders from: hobbyists. 
| ~GalHor information. 


‘Midland Technologies 
34374 Frontage Rd. 
Bozeman, MT 59715 
1-800-726-8871 | 

- ~www.midtechpcb.com~~ 


a huge and agile readiness to the front: 


lines of emergency response. 

“No other resource at America’s dis- 
posal is positioned to or capable of pro- 
viding this kind of support,” he said. 

A retired Air Force lieutenant colo- 


‘nel with 30 years’ uniformed service in 
communications and information tech- 
nology, Carter is based at Ft. Huachuca 
_ AZ._as a civilian operations executive 


for NETCOM/9th Army Signal Com- 


mand, of which Army MARS is a part. 


His concurrent assignment is Deputy 
Chief, Current Operations (G3) of 
NETCOM. At MARS the Chicago- 
born Carter replaces Robert Sutton, 


who retired at age 65 after 16 years in 


the chief’s post. 

Under Sutton, Army MARS had begun 
the critical transition from emphasis on 
transmitting messages for troops over- 
seas (a traffic now dominated by e-mail 
and cell-phones) to the present focus on 
emergency response. 

The first watershed came in 1994 
when the Pentagon’s Directorate of 
Military Support called on Army 
MARS members for urgent reconnais- 
sance of the Northridge (CA) earth- 
quake. It killed 51 persons, seriously 
injured 9,000, destroyed thousands of 
homes as well as miles of freeway, and 


_ wiped out telephone service for much 


of southern California. MARS deliv- 


ered the needed information. 

In this new mission, members’of the 
three parallel MARS organizations 
— Army, Air Force and Navy-Marine 
Corps — stand by with their personal 
short-wave radio equipment to provide 
emergency backup if and when land- 
line and cell-phone communications 
are disrupted. 

Thus, many MARS members were 
at their stations when the 9/11 terrorist 
attacks shocked Americans into a real- 
ization just how vulnerable the country 
is, and again when Katrina demonstrated 
4 continuing lack of readiness despite the 
OMY experience: 

In messages to members, Carter 
announced a series of quickly-imple- 
mented measures amounting to a new 
watershed in the MARS mission: 

Region Command — Ten groupings 
of states are placed under the opera- 
tional command of volunteer regional 
directors. The boundaries conform to 
FEMA’s regional organization, to facil- 
itate interoperation. An intermediate 
level of area command — Eastern and 
Western — has been eliminated. State 
directors retain administrative respon- 
sibility for recruiting, training and net 
operations within their states. 

Headquarters — The new post of 
Chief, Operations serves as Carter’s 
chief of staff and is responsible for 


HF neice SystemSe. @ 
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book exists." — Kurt N. Sterba, KSKNS 
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planning, emergency activations, 
liaison with external agencies and 
development of training materials. 
Lawrence G. Hays, a NETCOM civil- 
ian contractor who had been Eastern 
Area Coordinator (and long-time 
Ham), assumed this post with the call 
sign AAA9O. James Banks, previously 
the Western Area Coordinator, became 
Director of Regional Operations, call 
sign AAAQR, in charge of day-to-day 
region and state operations. 
Training — The minimum partici- 
pation requirement — what reserv- 
ists would call drill time-— is being 
stepped up. A new focus will be on 
implementation of the National Inci- 
dent Management System. (NIMS), a 
government-wide protocol established 
by presidential directive in response to 
9/11. Also, MARS members are being 
tasked to complete a series of on-line 


FEMA communications courses.: 


Cooperation between the Army, Air 
Force and Navy-Marine Corps com- 
ponents will be emphasized. 
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Deployment — Traditionally, 
MARS planning envisaged members 
operating from home to relay emer- 
gency traffic. Katrina showed the need 
for portable stations originating traffic 
from within the affected zone. Carter 
messaged his membership: “We will be 
seeking volunteers from among you to 
mobilize to disaster areas along with 
Army/DHS/TSA/FEMA.” 

Standard Operating Procedures 
— Basic documentation used by Army 
MARS for some years is being updated. 
To cite just one example, message style 
dating back to the teletype era (which 
only prints capital letters) is being 
changed to e-mail usage, and NIMS 
formats will be adapted. 

New technology — Army MARS 
has replaced its longstanding digital 
message network using HF and VHF 
with the newer WinLink system, 
which combines radio and e-mail to 
assure swift and dependable delivery 
of traffic. A software development 
team representing all three MARS 
organizations is nearing comple- 
tion of an additional resource called 
Automatic Link Establishment. ALE 
will facilitate message delivery on a 
government-wide basis. 

Carter foresees a significant part of 


his time being devoted to coordination 
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across the federal landscape. Already 
MARS has partnered with the Trans- 
portation Security Administration to 
provide emergency response teams to 
airports in need of emergency com- 
munications support. 

“In the months ahead,” he said, “I'll 
be working ‘with the TSA. Department | 
of. Homeland ‘Security, State Depart- 
ment, Army Northern Command, 
Army National Guard HQ and others to 
establish Memorandums of Understand- 
ing with each, to articulate how we will 
support them, and what we can expect 
from them.” 

Of particular Sienitieames to the Ham 
Radio operators who comprise MARS, 
Carter announced his intention to » 
develop a formal relationship with the © 
American Radio Relay League. This is 
the foremost organization representing 
Amateur Radio in the U.S. _ 

“The mission assigned to MARS is 
very important to our national security 
and presents challenges and many 
opportunities for Army MARS,” — 
Carter said in his first message to the 
membership. “I intend to make Army 
MARS relevant to the 21st Century, to 
the nation I swore an oath to defend, 
and to the national agencies we must 
support to accomplish that goal. You 
are critically needed.” & 
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_ Crossband Military/Amateur Radio . 
Communications Test | 


. Bill Sexton, NIIN/AAA9PC 


he Army, Air Force, Navy, 

Marine Corps, and Coast Guard 

are cO-sponsoring the annual 
military/Amateur Radio Communica- 
tions Tésts in celebration of the 57th 
Anniversary of Armed Forces Day 
(AFD). Although the actual Armed 
Forces Day is celebrated on Saturday, 19 
May 2007, the AFD Military/Amateur 
Crossband Communications Test will be 
conducted 12 May 2007 to prevent con- 
flict with the Dayton Hamvention (18-20 
May 2007), which is the same weekend 
as the actual Armed Forces Day. 

The annual celebration features 
traditional military to amateur cross 
band communications SSB voice tests 
and copying the Secretary of Defense 
message via digital modes. These tests 
give Amateur Radio operators and Short 
Wave Listeners (SWL) an opportunity 
to demonstrate their individual techni- 
cal skills, and to receive recognition 
from the Secretary of Defense and/or 
the appropriate military radio station for 
their proven expertise. QSL cards will be 
provided to those stations making contact 
with the military stations. Special com- 
memorative certificates will be awarded 
to anyone who receives and copies the 


digital Armed Forces Day message from _ 


the Secretary of Defense. 


Part I. Military-to- 
Amateur Crossband 
SSB Test Contacts 


Military-to-Amateur cross band oper- 
ations will take place on the dates/times 
in ZULU (UTC), and frequencies listed 
below for each station. Voice contacts 
will include operations in single side- 
band voice (SSB). Some stations may 
not operate the entire period, depend- 


Subscribe to | 


WarldRadio 


See page 9. 


ing on propagation and manning. Par- 


ticipating military stations will transmit 
on selected Military MARS frequencies 
and listen for Amateur Radio stations in 
the Amateur bands indicated below. The 


military station operator will announce , 


the specific amateur band frequency 
being monitored. Duration of each 
voice contact should be limited to one 
to two minutes. The following stations 
will be transmitting on MARS frequen- 
cies listed below which are provided as 
“Window/Dial Frequency” in kHz. 


Army Stations 


STATION: AAZ (12 May 1400Z - 13 May 0300Z) 


Frequency Emission Amateur Band 
4038.9 kHz LSB 80M 
6913.0 kHz LSB 40M 
7424.0 kHz USB 40M 
14.402.0 kHz a USB: 20M. 
13996.0 kHz USB 20M 
18211.0 kHz USB 17M 
18639.0 kHz USB 17M 
13509.5 kHz RTTY ‘ 20M 
7639.5 kHz Re ys 40M 
13512.5 kHz MT-63 20M 
7578.5 kHz MT-63 40M 


Location: Fort Huachuca, AZ 


STATION: AAC (12 May 1300Z - 13 May 0100Z) 


Frequency Emission Amateur Band 
3348.5 kHz + Se SB 80M |. 
7363.0 LSB 40M | 
13910.5 kHz USB 20M 


Location: Lexington, KY 


Reno, Nevada 


May 4-5-6, 2007 


: - Larger Vendor Area 


Register at tytty:/ 
Email infom@emens 


EMCOMMWEST® 2007 


Atlantis Hotel and Casino 


STATION: ABH (12 May 1600Z - 13 May 2300Z) 


requenc Emission Amateur Band 
3195 kHz ’ LSB ~" 80M 
3360 kHz LSB Ets: 80M 
4440 kHz LSB 80M 
4466 kHz LSB 80M 
7360 kHz LSB 4 _ 40M 
7720 kHz LSB 40M 
8040 kHz LSB 40M 
8094.5 kHz LSB 40M 
14483.5kHz' ~*~ USB 20M 
14489.5kHz . USB 20M 
17443.0 kHz USB ales bi. 
17592.5 kHz USB 17M 
20978.0 kHz USB 15M 
20559.0 kHz USB 15M 


Location: Schofield Barracks, HI 


STATION: ALM (12 May 1600Z - 13 May 2300Z) 


Frequency Emission 

13741.5 kHz USB 20M 
4003.0 kHz ESBia&. 80M . 
7317.0 kHz LSB 40M 


Location: Fort Wainwright 


STATION: WAR (12 May 1200Z - 13 May 2400Z) 


Frequency Emission Amateur Band 
4020.9 kHz aia Bas} 8! : 80M 
7504.0 kHz LSB : 40M 
13512.5 kHz USB 20M 
20518.5 kHz USB 15M 
Location: Newark, DE 

STATION: WUG-231 

(12 May 1300Z - 13 May 0200Z) 

Frequency Emission Amateur Band — 
4032.9 kHz LSB i 80M 
7.360.0 kHz LS BeGe 40M 
6.826.0 kHz LSB te: a OME a8 
14486.0 kHz USB 20M 
14663.5 kHz USB 20M — 


20973.5 kHz USB 15M. 


Location: Memphis, TN 


fife 
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Air Force Stations 
STATION: AIR (12 May 1200Z - 2400Z) 


4517.1 kHz USB 80M ~ 
6996.1 kHz USB 40M 
3986.6 kHz USB 20M 
20737.6 kHz USB 15M 


Andrews AFB, MD 


STATION: AIR-2 (12 MAY 1200Z TO 2400Z) 


4590.1 kHZ USB 80M: 
7540.1 kKHZ USB 40M 
13993.1 kKHZ | USB 20M 


Scott AFB, IL 


-Navy/Marine 


Corps Stations 
STATION: NAV (12 MAY 1200Z - 13 MAY 2330Z) 


4010.0 kHZ LSB 80M 
7348.0 kHZ LSB 40M 
14478.5kHZ USB 20M 
20994.0 kHZ USB 15M 


Williamsburg, VA 


STATION: NAV3 (12 MAY 1200Z - 13 MAY 0400Z) 


4014.0 KHZ , LSB . 80M 
7394.5 kHZ “LSB 40M 
13974.0 KHZ USB 20M 

-20997.0 KHZ USB 15M 


Corpus Christi, TX 


STATION: NAV4 (12 MAY 1200Z - 13 MAY 0400Z) 


4011.5 kHZ LSB 80M 
7376.5 KHZ LSB 40M 
14467.0 kHZ USB ' 20M 
21758.5 kHZ USB ; 15M 


Great Lakes, IL 


Contact these fine dealers for prices 
ond stocked lengths 


www. hariradio. com 


STATION: NBL (12 MAY 1200Z - 13 MAY 04002) 


4041.5 kHZ LSB 80M 
7371.5 kHZ LSB ans 40M 
14391.5 kHZ USB 20M 
20623.5 kHZ USB 15M 
Groton, CT : 
STATION: NPL (12 MAY 1500Z - 13 MAY 0400Z) 
4003.0 kHZ LSB 80M 
7351.5 kHZ LSB ' 40M 
14463.5 kHZ USB 20M 
20936.0 KHZ USB 15M 


San Diego, CA 


STATION: NUW (12 MAY 1500Z - 13 MAY 0400Z) 


4044.0 kHZ LSB 80M 
7381.5 KHZ LSB 40M 
13528.5 kHZ USB 20M 
20952.5 kHZ USB 15M 


Whidbey. Island, WA 


PART Il. Secretary of 
Defense Message Test 
Via Digital Modes. 


The Secretary of Defense message will 
be transmitted via digital modes includ- 
ing RTTY, PACTOR, AMTOR, PSK-31, 
MEFSK and MT63 from the stations listed 
below, including frequencies, mode, and 
date/time in Zulu (UTC). All frequencies 
are listed for center of intelligence. Offset 
as appropriate for your TNC. (Note: Not 


50 Ohm Coax Cable Assemblies 


manufactured by Cable X-Perts, Inc. 


AMATEUR ELECTRONIC SUPPLY 


www.aesham.com 


Connector: PL259 both ends. 
Burial: Yes. UV Resistant: Yes. 
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Connector: "N" Male both ends. 
Burial: Yes. UV Resistant: Yes. 

Shields: 2 (100% bonded foil+95%TC Braid) V/P 84% 
Attenuation @ 100ft: 150MHz 1.1, 450MHz 3.3 
Recommended frequencies: 150MHz & higher. 


Connector: PL259 both ends. 
Burial: Yes. UV Resistant: Yes. 
Shields: 1 (97%BC Braid) V/P 66% 

Attenuation @ 100ft: 10MHz 0.62, 30MHz 1.2 
Recommended frequencies: 1-30MHz(High Power). 


Connector: PL259 both ends. 
Burial: No. UV Resistant: Yes. 
Shields: 1 (95%BC Braid) V/P 78% 

Attenuation @ 100ft: 1OMHz 0.51, 30MHz 0.9, 50MHz 1.2 
Recommended frequencies: 1-50MHz. 


Connector: PL259 both ends. 
Burial: No. UV Resistant: Yes. 
Shields: 1 (95%BC Braid) V/P 78% 

Attenuation @ 100ft: 10MHz 0.98, 30MHz 2.0 
Recommended frequencies: 1-30MHz. 


Ring terminals both ends. 
#8 (1/2" wide), ....... Niaucbbretenscaeene #6 (1" wide). 


all stations may necessarily operate on 
all the frequencies listed, depending on 
propagation and available equipment.) 


Army Stations 


STATION: AAZ (HQ Army MARS and Western Area 
Gateway, Fort Huachuca, AZ) 


Frequency Mode Broadcast Date/Time 
6988.0 kHz RTTY 13 May/0110Z 
PACTOR FEC 13 May/0130Z 
MT63 13 May/0220Z 
PSK-31 13 May/0250Z 
14402.0 kHz RTTY 13 May/0110Z 
PACTOR FEC 13 May/0130Z 
MT63 13 May/0220Z, 
PSK-31 13 May0250Z 


STATION: WAR 
(ARMY MARS Eastern Area Station, Newark, DE) 


Frequency Mode B t Date/Ti 

6988.0 kHz RTTY 13 May/2300Z 
PACTOR FEC 13 May/2315Z 

14440.0 kHz PACTOR FEC 13 MAY/2330Z 
AMTOR FEC 13 MAY/2345Z 


Air Force Station 
STATION: AIR-2 (Scott Air Force Base) 


Frequency Mode Broad Date/Tim 

7831.1 kHz RTTY 12 May/1930Z 
PACTOR : 12 May/2000Z 
MT63 12 May/2030Z 
MFSK 12 May/2100Z 

14877.1 kHz RTTY 12 May/2130Z 


‘CXP1318FC 


CXP1318FN 


ERR) | Miereiect-) | AKO] are 10ft. 
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| www.batteriesamerica. 


Visit us at the DAVTOR HAMYENTION - we have the BEST WARIETY ! § 


. For ICOM IC- T90A/E; IC-T91A, IC-T91AD(0-star), etc: 


j BP-217 swutionbatey 7.4v 1400mAh $42.95 ; 
EMS-217 Desk Rapid-Smart Charger for BP-217 $49.95 


| For ICOM IC-V8, V82, U82, F3, F4GS/GT, F30,40GS/GT etc: 
: BP-210N swenimapar. 7.2V 2000mAh \ 
| CBE-210N Battery Eliminator (12vmobiteusey $24.95 | 

For \COM IC-P7, IC-P7A (New compact dual band HT): i 


* BP-243 sswtitonpat. 3.7V 1800mAh $26. 95 } 
| For \COM IC-T8A, IC- T8A-HP, IC-T81A, IC-A23, IC-A5 : : 


: BP-200XL swnimyvat.9.6V 1450mAh $559.95 i 
| BP-197h &-ceii AA Battery case (Hi-w) $29.95 ¢ 


| For ICOM IC-W32A, T7A, T7H, Z1A, 122A, T42A, W31A: | 


§ BP-173x swnimubattery9.6V 1450mAh $55.95 ; 


| BP-170L &-cel! AA Battery case (Hi-w) $25.95 | 
k For ICOM IC-2SAT, IC-W2A,-24AT, 2SRA; 3SAT, 4SRA, R1 etc: q 


§ BP-83h ni-cabvattery 7.2V %100mAh 
§ BP-83xh nimubatey 7.2V 2100mMAh $39.85 


= For 1\COM IC-2AT, 02AT, 2GAT, etc & Radio Shack HTX-202 / 404 


§ BP-8h swai-ca-toricom 8.4v 1400mAh § $35.95 ; 


' BP-202h nimu-radiosh.7.2V. 1800mAh $32.95 | 


| FNB-83x nimnbatey 7.2V 


B-10xh NiMH battery — 720 (1800mAn oe ae 


BA-17. 6-cell AA Battery Case 
KENWOOD TH-F6A, TH-F7 Tri-Band HTs: 


PB-42L ‘ison batey 7.4v 1800mAh 
5 PB-42XL ii-ion battery 7.4V 3600mAh 


EMS-42K Desktop Rapid Charger for PB-42UxL $49. 95 : 
‘or KENWOOD TH-G71/K, TH-D7A/G (pB-39 comes w/ Belt Clip) 


PB-39h swni-wnoat. 9.6v 1450mAhn $54.95 


BT-11h &-cell AA Battery Case (Hi-w) $24.95 | 
‘or KENWOOD TH-79A/AKSS, TH- 42A, TH-22A etc : ql 


' PB- 34xh sw nim battery 9.6V 1200mAh $33. 95 | ‘ 


|For KENWOOD TH-78/A, 48/A, 28/A, 27/A etc : 
| BT-8 6-cell AA Battery Case . $14.95; 


i PB-13x short ni-mubat. 7.2V 1500mAh $34.95 
: For KENWOOD TH-77A, 75, 55, 46, 45, 26, 25 etc : 


: PB-6x Long Life Ni-MH battery «2V 1600mAh $34.85 


e For KENWOOD TH-205/A, 215/A, 225, 315 etc : 


: PB-2 High capacity Ni-Cd batt. 8.4v 800mAh $29.95 


| For KENWOOD TR-2500, TR-2600: (Wall charger $12.95 ea) 


‘or ADI AT-600 & REALISTIC HTX-204 (for 5-Watt TX): 


ADI-600x sw nimi bat. 12.0V. 1200mAh $42.95 


> § CNB-151% nim pattery7.2v 1800mAh $29.95, 
5 CBP 888 b-cell AA Battery Case (5W TX 
The ¥-4000 Digital SMART Charger : 
r AA iz. ‘ 
ist-Smart 
: NEMH or Ni-Cd cells, w/Auto Shut-off 
(2) Comes with AC power supply AND 12VDC 
power cord for home & mobile operation! 
(3) Provides safe, quick 2-3 hour charge! 
"| (4) Easy-to-read LED charge status indicators. 


SANYO AA Ni-MH 2700mAh cells — SALE $3 50 ea. 
fail’ Pho ; MOG VISA, BISG 


$39.95 | 


$29.95 | 


12 May/2200Z 


PACTOR 

MT63 12 May/2230Z 

MFSK 12 May/2300Z 
Navy/Marine 


Corps Stations 


STATION: NAV 


(HQ NAVMARCORMARS RADIO STATION, 
WILLIAMSBURG, VA) 


Frequency Mode Broadcast Date/Time 
7346.5 kHZ RTTY 75 BAUD 12 May/2340Z 
AMTOR FEC 13 May/0010Z 
MT63 13 May/0040Z 
14480.0 kHZ RTTY 75 BAUD 12 May/2340Z 
AMTOR FEC 13 May/0010Z 
MT63 13 May/0040Z 


STATION: NAV3 
(NAVMARCORMARS Radio Station, 


Corpus Christi, TX) 


Broadcast Date/Time 


Frequency Mode 
7393.0 kHZ RTTY - 12 May/2340Z 
: AMTOR FEC 13 May/0010Z 
MT63 13 May/0040Z 
13975.5 kHZ RTTY 12 May/2340Z 
AMTOR FEC 13 May/0010Z 
MT63 13 May/0040Z 


“STATION: NAV4 


(NAVMARCORMARS RADIO STATION, GREAT 


STATION: NBL 


LAKES, IL) © 
Frequency Mode Broadcast Date/Time 
7375.0 kHZ RTTY 13 May/0240Z 
AMTOR FEC 13 May/0310Z 
MT63 13 May/0340Z 
_14468.5 kHZ RTTY 13 May/0240Z 
AMTOR FEC 13 May/0310Z 
MT63 13 May/0340Z 


x 


(NAVMARCORMARS RADIO STATION, 


DIEGO, CA) 
r n ; Mode 
7350.0 KHZ RETY 13 May/0240Z 
PACTOR FEC 13 May/0310Z 
AMTOR FEC 13 May/0340Z 
14465.0 kHZ RTTY 13 May/0240Z 
PACTOR FEC 13 May/0310Z 
AMTOR FEC 


STATION: NUW 


13 May/0340Z 


(NAVMARCORMARS RADIO STATION, NAS 
WHIDBEY ISLAND, WA) 


GROTON, CT) 

Frequency Mode Broadcast Date/Time : 

7370.0 KHZ RTTY 12 May/2340Z 
PACTOR FEC 13 May/0010Z 
AMTOR FEC 13 May/0040Z 

14393.0 kHZ RTTY 12 May/2340Z 
PACTOR FEC 13 May/0010Z 
AMTOR FEC 


13 May/0040Z 


STATION: NPL 
(NAVMARCORMARS RADIO STATION, SAN 


prices eatsiep tcc Sei ralar CT RIC 
a A D lO 
§ 


Tetierentber ternary entertain yen einen rere erent er an hear ant hen int hair hn ent a he enn eet ee ena 


} Are you tired of plastic modern radios that 
| you can't work on and are hard to under- 
| stand? Are you looking for information 
on restoration of quality vintage receiv- 
ers and transmitters? Electric Radio is 
the magazine for you! In print since May, 
1989, we also have the largest vintage- 
|only Ham classified section available. 
Please send $1 for a sample copy to: 
ER, PO Box 242, Bailey ki 80421 
720-924-0171 email: a! mingra,.co! 


As ghre 


Submission Of Secretary Of Defense | 


Test Message Entries 

Transcripts of the RTTY, PACTOR, 
AMTOR, PSK-31, MFSK and MT63 
receiving test should be submitted 
“as received.” No attempt should be 
made to correct possible transmis- 


sion errors. Provide time, frequency. 


and call sign of the military station 
copied, including name, call sign, and 
address (including ZIP code) of indi- 
vidual submitting the entry. Ensure 


Frequency Mode 
- 7380.0 kHZ RTTY 13 May/0240Z 
PACTOR FEC 13 May/0310Z 
AMTOR FEC 13 May/0340Z 
‘13530.0 kHZ RTTY ‘ 13 May/0240Z 
PACTOR FEC 13 May/0310Z 
AMTOR FEC 13: May/0340Z — 


‘ 


this information is placed on the paper _ 


containing the test message. Each 
year a large number of acceptable 


entries are received with insufficient 


information, or necessary information — 


was not attached to the transcriptions — 


and was separated, thereby precluding 
issuance of a certificate. Entries must 
be sent to the appropriate military 
address as follows: 

a. Stations copying Secretary of 


Defense message transmitted from AAZ 


or WAR send entries to: 

Armed Forces Day Celebration, Com- 
mander NETCOM/9th ASC. Armed 
Forces Day Celebration 3 

Attn: NETC-OPE-MA (MARS) (31), 
Fort Huachuca, AZ 85613-5000 - . 


b. Stations copying Secretary of 


Defensé message transmitted from NAV, 


NAV3, NAV4, NBL, NPL or NUW send © 


entries to: 

Armed Forces Day Celebration, 
Chief, Navy-Marine Corps MARS, 
Cheatham Annex Bldg 117 
108 Sanda Ave. Williamsburg, VA 
23185-5830 

c. Stations copying ‘Secretary of 
Defense message transmitted from 
AIR-2 send entries to: 

Armed Forces Day Celebration, 
AFCA / Chief, AF MARS, 203W Losey 
St, Scott AFB, IL 62225 2 
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hy) RULES & REGS | : 


Veterans’ Days 


The Russians are on to 

something by assigning 

prefix “R” in amateur sta- 

tion call signs to indicate a 
WwW II veteran. Can’t we reserve 
all call signs that start with the 
prefix “NA” for Navy or Marine, 
“AA” for Army and “AF” for Air 
Force, and “AC#G” for Coast 
Guard veterans? 

W3BE-O-GRAM: Our QCWA has 
filed a petition for rulemaking with the 
FCC calling for a procedure whereby an 
amateur operator who is now serving, 
or who has served, with our military is 
afforded the option of making notice of 
such service during their amateur sta- 
tion identification announcements. On 
appropriate occasions, such as Veterans’ 
Day, Memorial Day, Armed Forces Day 
and Independence Day, they could make 
known, during their communications, 
that they are serving or have served and 
the branch of their service. 

Many of our Hams have made-valuable 
contributions to military electronics and 
communications as a result of their pre- 
service experience as amateur operators. 
Others became amateur operators during 
or following their military training in com- 
munications and electronics. They share a 
very unique common bond in the pride of 
having served our country in difficult and 
oftentimes risky ventures. Those who are 


also amateur operators often share this _ 


bond to an even greater extent. 

The FCC rules already recognize 
this beneficial linkage: they authorize 
the grant of military recreation ama- 
teur station licenses, which enable our 
amateur operators to continue the pur- 
suit of their hobby even while serving 
duty at a military facility; they provide 
for the installation and operation of an 
amateur station onboard ships and air- 
craft; and they authorize our amateur 
stations, transmitting on amateur ser- 
vice channels, to exchange messages 
cross-band with military stations 
transmitting on government frequency 
channels during an Armed Forces Day 
Communications Test. 
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John B. Johnston, W3BE 


The following indicators would be 
reserved for this purpose: __ 

(1) Air Force: /AF 

(2) Army: /AA 

(3) Navy: /NA 

(4) Marine Corps: /NM 

(5) Coast Guard: /ACG 
_ Please support our petition. 

Q. It seems to me that Section 
97.19(3) is setting the stage for a con- 
flict where close relatives can consent 
to a club station being assigned the 
call sign of a deceased Ham. What if 
they don’t agree? . 

A. In that eventuality, the winner is the 
club whose vanity call sign application 
is received first by the FCC. If multiple 
applications for the same call sign are 
received on the same day, the system sets 
the order through a lottery. 

Q. My Ham friend was asked to 
leave a repeater because the QSO 
was in Spanish. I thought that you 
could use a foreign language and if 
you were running third-party traffic 
that the amateur had to monitor any 
conversation meaning that the person 
running the third party traffic had to 
understand the language; however, 
this is different in that they are all 
Amateur Radio operators. Can you 
please advise me? : 

W3BE-O-GRAM: The control operator 
of the repeater probably didn’t understand 


' the conversation that was being retrans- 


mitted by the repeater and wanted to pre- 
vent any possibility of it retransmitting 
prohibited communications. 

Q. You answered a question regard- 
ing ATV usage between a simulated 
disaster site and an emergency 


Don't be center-loaded! 
Here's how to trim your 
waistline....skip that donut 
and take out a three-year 
WorldRadio subscription 
— only $1.28 an issue. 
Please see page 9. 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


ID 


operations center. Would the contact 
be legal if there were also two-way 


voice communications between the 


two sites? 

A. Apparently, you envision two-way 
voice PHONE emission intercommuni- 
cations on one channel in conjunction 
with a one-way television IMAGE 
transmission on another channel. Cer- 
tain one-way transmissions are autho- 
rized in Section 97.111(b). The rules 
codified therein remain unchanged by 
the voice intercommunications. _ 

Q. Is D STAR used as a repeater? 

A. Billed as the next generation digi- 
tal Amateur Radio system, it seems to 
include local repeaters and backbone 
relays. If each of these meet the defini- 
tion of a repeater (an amateur station 
that simultaneously retransmits the 
transmission of another amateur station 
on a different channel or channels), then 
it-is qualified to be operated under the 
special accommodations for repeaters. 

The FCC doesn’t regulate our systems. 
It is up to the station licensees and con- 
trol operators in the system to make 
certain that they are in compliance. 


That’s why all Hams need to read and : 


heed the rules. — 
Q. Our digital advocates want no 
rules.. Their point of view seems to be 


that — “since we are digital, we can: 
go anyplace and do as we like because 


nobody with analog gear will be able 


to figure out who we are and what we 


are communicating.” 

To some extent — they are cor- 
rect. Unless the digital folks all run 
the same “‘protocol”’ — which seems 
unlikely — they will just raise one 


another’s noise floor — and that of 


every other Ham using the spec- 
trum. Digital is NOT a panacea. I 
doubt the various Ham manufactur- 
ers will all go the same “protocol” 
— each hoping to completely corner 


the digital Ham market and possibly 


even control it. 

A lot of Hams who go digital may no 
longer be able to communicate with 
one another! (Comment?) 


SS 


W3BE-O-GRAM:‘ If that happens, our | 
- service may no longer be regulatable. An: 


_un-monitor-able communication system 
begs abuse by those persons having a 
need for stealth communications. 

Q. I operate mobile CW and sign 
_/M. Your answers imply that such 
_ identification is wrong because it 
fails the “prefix assigned to another 
country” test. 

The original prefix signed to 
England was “G” not “M” — So, I 
don’t think anyone gets the wrong 
idea that I am operating in England 
rather than here in the U.S.A. when 
I sign /M. Now as far as foreign sta- 
tions operating in the U.S.A. the FCC 
rules are contrary to the identifica- 
tion method used in most of the rest 
of the world. I will continue to sign 
as K4UK/M during my mobile opera- 
tions. That is, until I get a letter from 
FCC advising me that I am in conflict 
with the Rules and subject to disci- 
plinary action. (Comment?) 

A..Read our rules and heed our rules 
— in this case Section 97.119(c). 

W3BE-O-GRAM: And the sooner the 
better. Your letter from the FCC might 
_ be more than an advisory notice. 

Q. I see a way that the Hams that 
have passed a Morse code test can 


have that shown on their license. : 


On the license form FCC 660 there 
is a place for special conditions/ 
endorsements. On my license, it 
shows NONE. There needs to be a 
petition to the FCC to place a spe- 
cial MORSE CODE endorsement on 
the license. 

Therefore, those who*haven’t 
' passed a Morse code test will not 
have this endorsement. That would 
be only fair to those who have taken 
the time and effort to pass the test to 
be identified. 

A. Section 97.3(a)(1) says that an ama- 
teur is a person named in an amateur 
operator/primary license grant on the 
ULS consolidated licensee database to 
be the control operator of an amateur 
station. Even a legitimate license docu- 
ment contains only the information that 
appeared on the ULS at some previous 


time. What you suggest, therefore,’ 


would probably require a possibly very 
expensive modification to the ULS for 
something that is neither a condition nor 


an endorsement. 

W3BE-O-GRAM: In the Report and 
Order in WT Docket 05-235, the FCC 
decided “that because the international 
requirement for telegraphy proficiency. 
has been eliminated, we should treat 
Morse code telegraphy no differently 
from other amateur service communica- 
tions techniques.” Including CW, we are 


RIGtalk uss rig control interface 


USB to serial converter with TTL level output. Control your 


all authorized nine emission types. 
Q. I read where Council of the 


“South African Radio League rejected 


a proposal to follow the FCC way of 
regulating band planning. In South 
Africa, the Amateur Radio bands 
are not sub-divided by the regulatory 
authority but by an IARU gentlemen’s 
agreement. The system provides flex- 


went 


CAT or CIV radio directly by USB. No RS232 level converter 

needed. Plug and Play USB dongle design that makes it 

easy, simple and neat to controll your radio. Make your sta- 

tion easier and more fun to use with a RIGtalk. = usher 


_R1IGblasters 


The original sound card interface for all 
ham sound card programs, any radio, 
any computer and all hams. 


~ Any RIGblaster will work with over 2000 
radios, over 100 programs and over 23 
operating modes! 


SBSRERRAL abies Bae 


nomic 


plus 


pro 


CBA II computerized Battery Analyzer 


Discover true battery performance! The first easy to use 
battery lab tester. Test any type of battery, NiCad, LiPoly, 
Lead Acid etc. USB interface with Windows® software. 
‘ Measure and graph battery capacity with a constant current 
» discharge of up to 40 amps or 150 watts. Graphs may be 


overlaid saved and printed. Test label printouts also. 


RIiGrunners 


The original Powerpole DC power panels. No 


VRE a et 


equal in quality or performance. Four models to 
choose from. Detachable power cord, meter you 
can see and hear from across the room, LEDs to , 
show blown fuses and tested to 50 A. Make your 
12 VDC wiring neat, safe, and convenient now. 


PWRgates 


. Emergency backup power systems to safely have both a sealed 
lead-acid battery and a 13.8 volt power supply always connected 
to your station. Two models, one with a maintenance charger, 
and our new model PG40S, Super PWRgate, with a full four- 
stage selectable 1 to 10 amp fast charger. Gel/AGM batteries 


available from WMR for great prices. 


PWRcrimp 


Powerpole crimp tool that perfectly 
crimps 15, 30 and 45 Amp contacts. 


Ratcheted with an excellent contact positione r, 


www.westmountainradio.com 
West Mountain Radio 


18 Sheehan Ave., 


Order Toll Free 
888 WESTMTN 
888 937-8686 


‘Norwalk, CT 06854 Dealer inquiries Invited 
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ibility as it avoids that changes, if 
required, have to be made following 
the regulatory process, which is com- 
plex and takes a long time. 

W3BE-O-GRAM: Thanks for the 
information, but don’t. expect that to 
happen here any time soon. It would 
leave our Mystic Seers of the Universe 
Inflexible Band Planning (MSUIBP) 
with nothing to do. 

The SARL seems to likewise expe- 
rience our problem of waiting out a 


| Eagle is the next 

| generation of High 
Earth Orbit satellites 
from 

AMSAT. 


Join AMSAT and be a 
part of the team that is 
creating anewerain — 
amateur satellite 
communications. 


For information on 
becoming an AMSAT 
member and supporting | 
ham radio in space, 
visit the AMSAT 

web site at 
www.amsat.org | 

Tel. 1-888-FB-AMSAT 

or 1-301-589-6062 
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KS3NY. 


lengthy regulatory process. 


Q. What is your take on no-code and | 


easy exams? 
W3BE-O-GRAM. For me — and prob- 


ably most other Hams who mastered the 


arduous challenges of self-study for those 
serious examinations, taking time off from 
work, traveling to that imposing federal 
building and qualifying under the icy 
scrutiny of that dispassionate professional 
FCC examiner — it is most disturbing 
and saddening to observe our hobby being 
stripped of the mystique that has made 


. those successes so meaningful to us. 


Dick Bitner, W8HYD — 


Dick Bitner, 65, of Raleigh, NC, died 19 Feb 07. 
Dick was a long-time supporter of Amateur Radio 
and the Raleigh Amateur Radio Society (RARS), 
most recently serving as Vice-President and Presi- 
dent. The RARS will be making a donation to the 
Dick Bitner Benevolent Fund. The RARS Board of 
Directors encourages its members to make a dona- 
tion to the Benevolent Fund at First Citizens Bank 
for the Masonic Order and Ham Radio education 
for needy kids. Dick liked getting kids involved that 
would otherwise not have a good outlet for their 
energy and would never know about the advantages 
of being a HAM. 

— Greg Seamster, KE4PAX) 


Edmond A. “Ed” Metzger, W9PRN 


Ed Metzger 93, of Springfield, IL, died 26 Feb 07. 
Licensed in 1941, Ed began his lengthy service to 
the ARRL in 1957, when he became II] linois Section 
Communications Manager, a post he held until 1980. 
From 1965 until 1981, Ed served as ARRL Central 
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Photo (1 to r) Uwe Kulms, DF2IR; Chip Weems, W4PGB; and Nick ‘YoRennaey 


Appreciation 

Our R&R Superhams-of-the-Month 
are members of the Historical Electron- 
ics Museum Amateur Radio Club. This 
outstanding group provided a working 
test bench at the FarFest in St 
MD (Photo). 

- Thank you, HEMARC, for your valu- 
able service in providing us with a free 
try-before-buy opportunity. 

Read our rules — Heed our rules! 

— Send your questions by e- 
mail to John B. Johnston, W3BE, 
john@johnston. net. fe) . 


Division Vice Director, He became Central Division 
Director in 1981. That same year, the ARRL Board 
of Directors elected him as an ARRL Foundation 
Director, and he later served as the Foundation’s 
president from 1993 until 2001. In 2001, the ARRL 
Board of Directors named Ed an ARRL Honorary 
Vice President. He also was ARRL Foundation 
President Emeritus. His close friend, former ARRL 
President George Wilson, W40YI, described Ed as 
an extremely intelligent man and a Radio Amateur 
who was truly dedicated to both the service and to 
the American Radio Relay League. In all, Ed devoted 
five decades of his life in serving Amateur Radio 
through his volunteer service with the ARRL. He 
was also a member of the Sangamon Valley Radio 
Club, the Quarter Century Wireless Association, 
and a regular at the annual W9DXCC gathering in 
Chicago. A graduate of Springfield Junior College, 
Ed also attended Lincoln College of Law in Spring- 
field. He was comptroller for Kerasotes Theatres for 
more than 50 years. Two sons and three daughters 
survive Ed. 

— W4OYI, ARNewsline 


: : | LETTERS TO THE EDITOR @) 


Comments on Return Loss | , 


he discussion of Return Loss in 

‘ ‘Aerials,’ WR Jan 2007, requires 
some comment. 

First, regarding Voltage Reflection 


Coefficient: The author cites the exam- | 


ples of a transmission line terminated in 


a matched load and one terminated in. 


an open circuit to justify his statement 
that the Voltage Reflection Coefficient 
is always a positive number between 
zero and one. 

_ However, in the example of a transmis- 


' gion line terminated in a short circuit, 


the Voltage’ Reflection Coefficient is 
minus one, a value inconsistent with the 
author’s conclusion. In fact, the Voltage 
Reflection Coefficient can take on any 
value within the closed domain of the 
unit circle in the complex plane. The 
correct statement is that the magnitude 
of the Voltage Reflection Coefficient is 
always equal to or less than unity. 
Now, regarding the Return Loss: 
Although Return Loss in often expressed 
in decibels, the definition is in terms of 
voltages. Return Loss is defined as the 
ratio of the voltage of the incident wave 
. divided by the voltage of, the reflected 


wave. Clearly, Return Loss is the recipro- _ 


cal of the Voltage Reflection Coefficient. 
Thus, the magnitude of the Return Loss is 
always equal to or greater than unity. 

These two amendments eliminate the 
problem of logarithms with negative 
arguments which is the problem the 
~ author is grappling with. 

Return Loss is not a commonly used 
quantity. In fact, one can write a whole 
book on transmission lines without men- 
' tioning it. (Skilling did.) 


Neyertheless, it has an importance in — 


electrical science because Bode used the 


BE FAMOUS, 
MAKE MONEY. 
Well, one out of two ain't 
bad! Here's how to do 


that. Write an article for 
WorldRadio. 


_ If you find the subject 
to be of interest, 
so will others. 
Never written anything 
before? That's OK. 
Even Ernest Hemingway 
had to start somewhere. 


magnitude of Return Loss as the basis for 
his famous theorem on the bound to the 


_ gain-bandwidth product of an amplifier. 


Fano extended this idea to put a bound on 
the match bandwidth of an antenna. An 
excellent discussion of this topic by Alfred 
R. Lopez will be found in “Review of Nar- 
rowband Impedance-Matching Limita- 
tions,’ IEEE Antennas and Propagation 
Magazine, Vol. 46, No. 4, August 2004. 
Lopez cites the classic sources of Bode, 
Fano, Tanner and Wheeler. These men are 
among my idols in electrical science. None 
of them “was born without a full deck.” - 


— Brice Wightman, VE3EDR, VA2BW | 


Guatemala 
Article Explained 
n the March issue Tim Johnson of 
Oklahoma signed a note saying that he 
was disturbed reading my article. He 
failed to understand what I experienced on 
this trip and the entire article appeared to 
be about a horrible trip I had. He may have 
not understood the intent of the article, but 
his statement is highly inaccurate. I write 
what I see; I relate both the positives and 
negatives. The article is’ full of beautiful 
events and sights I experienced. I received 
two emails from people who actually lived 
and worked there and four emails from 
visitors, all emphasized that they had simi- 


_ lar experiences. Tim Johnson apparently 


read only what he considered to be bad 
and skipped the rest. : 

I am not writing for tourist publica- 
tions where the beautiful things are 
emphasized and the negatives are not 
even mentioned. I want to be helpful to 
those who contemplate to take such trips 
and prepare them for the reality. 
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Even in the Government’s Tourist Agency 
mentions that there are many robberies 
and cautions the visitors. The multitude of 
armed guards in stores, businesses, even in 
front of private residences, is quite visible. 

The slowness of services, the corruption 
and the unreliability of some people are 
common knowledge and recognized in the 
daily press and TV. If a visitor to the coun- 
try observes the same things, Tim Johnson 
calls him an “ugly American.’ He should 
take himself such a trip and write eulogy 
travelogues and be a “pretty. American.” 

— 73, George Pataki, WB2AQC 


Wait until You Earn It 


: ongrats to the seven-year-old 
Cub Scout who got his Techni- 


cian license, but how did he get a 
General vanity call sign if he is a Tech? 
What happened to the policy of not issu- 
ing a call sign higher than the actual 
class of license. Give us a break! Vanity 
calls, no problem, but keep it within the 
license class that was earned. 

-— Tyrone Burns, NSXES 
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STATION APPEARANCE 


Martin Huyett, KOBXB 


eft side: Computer and moni- 
tor for radio control, digital 
modes and logging. 
Center: Upper left is a motorola 
MaxtTrac 900 MHz rig. 
Next is my bread and butter rig, 
an Icom IC7000. 
Next to that is is my KK7UQ 


sound board digital interface for 


PSK and other digital modes. 

At top is a pair of switches, one 
to switch the digital interface to one 
of three rigs, the other to switch my 


MFJ paddle (lower center or straight 


key) to one of the three rigs. 

Right Side: To right of center is 
my Icom [C706 MKIIG with a 120- 
500MHz SWR-wattmeter on top. 

To the far right is my Yaesu FT817 
QRP rig and my Yaesu FT60 dual 
band HT. 

Below the HT is an MFJ-1700C 
antenna switch to choose among the 
GSRV, GS5RVJr, 300 ft. horizontal 
loop or Butternut Vertical. 

Lower level: On left, is SEC 
1223 DC power supply.and home- 
brew volt/ammeter atop an MFJ-969 
tuner for the 300 ft. loop. , 


In the center are two MFJ-949C. 


tuners for the GSRVs and an MFJ- 
971 for the Butternut Vertical. 
On the right are my MFJ CW 


paddle and an old Speed-X straight | 


key, my favorite. 

Barely visible is a DC'to AC con- 
verter connected to a heavy duty 
battery outside the window. — 
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Antennas: I have nearly all wire 
antennas and not installed according 
“the rules” but they work well. © 
The 300ft. loop is made of #22 
teflon-coated hookup wire and. is 
just passed through the branches of 
the trees in my back yard, roughly 
as a square and fed directly to 
the MFJ-969 tuner with 450-ohm 
window line. Works great. 

The GSRV is strung about 25 
feet off the ground with the feeder 
sprawling across the sky to my 
window. 

The GSRV Jr is roughly an 
inverted V with the 450-ohm line 
coming directly into one of the MFJ- 
949C tuners. 

I have a dual-band vetical for 144 
and 440 and a PC board 5-element 
Yagi for 900MHz, both mounted on 
a 2" PVC pipe guyed with clothsline 
rope! 

The good news is that it all works. 
I’ve had some really neat DX and 
lots of rag chewing with just 100 
watts with CW, PSK and other digi- 
tal modes and. SSB. And my wife 
thinks it looks fairly neat! 

I’ve been a Ham since about 1957 


and this is by far the best setup I 


have ever had. oo 


_in late April. 


was being spearheaded by a longtime 


if 


TTT HX WORD By 
BS7H — An Interview with 
Team Leader Bob Vallio, W6RGG 


Kelly Jones, NO@VD 


-s you read this, the most 
wanted DXCC entity is about 
.to hit the air. Huang Yan Dao, 
better known as Scarborough Reef, is 
scheduled to be activated for 10 days 


When I first saw the press release I 
must admit I was quite excited as BS7 
is one of my missing counters. Then I 
read further and found that this operation 


acquaintance, Bob Vallio, W6RGG. As 
a humorous side note, Bob once kept my 
credit card while renewing my ARRL 
membership one year at Dayton. As a 
matter of due course, I still rib him about 
that incident. 

But all joking aside, Bob’s efforts to 
bring this BS7 operation on the air is the » 
culmination of over three years of hard 
work. I recently spoke with Bob about 
the upcoming DXpedition and here are 
some highlights of that conversation. 

KJ: It’s been rumored in the DX 
Circles for several years to “watch for” 
a BS7 operation. How did you find your- 
self involved with this undertaking? 

BY: It was interesting how I became 
involved. Some other folks were contacted 
about doing a DXpedition to the reef and 
they in turn contacted me because I had 
been there previously. So I found myself 
involved with these folks to take advan- 
tage of my previous experience. 


Heavy Duty Compe 


for the HEAVY DUTY HAM 


KJ: How long has the idea of going 
back to BS7 been around? 

BV: I have been hoping to get back to 
Scarborough since 97 when we were 
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Scarborough Reef is rare for a reason — it’s very difficult to get there. 


forced to cut short that-operation. But 
the plans for this trip have been around 
for more than three years. 

KJ: How long have you person- 
ally been involved in the planning of 
this DXpedition? a 

BV: I’ve personally been involved in 
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excess of two years. 

KJ: Speaking of your previous BS7 
experience, you were involved with the 
third and last expedition in 1997. I rec- 
ognize a few current team members from 
those of previous expeditions. How were 
the operators chosen for this trip and was 
previous experience a factor? 

BV: There were several factors 
involved in choosing the team members. 
Previous DXpedition experience and 
high contest scores were two primary 
considerations. You know, a DXpedition 
is like the biggest contest you’ll ever find. 
You have so many people calling that 
you never run out of a pileup. These are 
people who have either been on expedi- 
tions and have. proven they know how 
to do it or are people who have done 
amazingly well in contests. You also 
have to find people who have the time 
and financial wherewithal to be able to 
make a trip like this. Each of us ts assum- 
ing a significant financial expenditure in 
order to cover the expenses associated 
with this operation. 

KJ: There have been three expedi- 
tions to Scarborough Reef, or often 
referred to tongue-in-cheek as “Scaf- 
fold Reef. There were some “accredi- 
tation disagreements” over the first 
operation which ultimately did not 
count for DXCC. However, the 1995 
and 1997 expeditions did count. How 
did you ensure that all of the necessary 
authorizations are in place to make this 
expedition a “counter”? 

BV: We are following all thessame 
rules and regulations applied in 1997. 
We ran it by the DXCC Desk some 
time.ago making sure that as long as 
we followed the style of operating in 
°97 it would count. In short, there are 
basically three things required for this 
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One of the larger rocks used during a 
previous BS7H operation. 


operation to count. You have to have a 
license issued, you have to have to have 
permission to actually land and you 
have to follow the rules set forth by the 
DXCC program. Of course, we have the 
license and permission to land, so it’s 
just a matter of making sure we follow 
the DXCC rules. 

KJ: The DXCC rules state that all man 
made structures must be above water. Will 
you once again be erecting operating plat- 
forms again during this expedition? 

BV: Yes. We will be erecting operat- 
ing platforms because it’s the only safe 
way to sit on those rocks. We’ll make 
sure that they are very sturdy and.safe 
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& Accessories 
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_ for the people who are on them. 


KJ: Will the team members by build- 
ing the platforms, or will, for lack of a’ 
better term — “hired hand” — ~ build 
these for the team? 

BV: We have a fellow from Taiwail 
that is one of the offshore support people ~ 
who has made some plans for the plat- 
forms. We’ll be bringing all of the mate- 
rial, with probably 50% overkill, of the 
necessary wood, beams and such. He is 
a very competent carpenter and I’m sure 
he’ll build stuff that will stay together. 

KJ: How big are the rocks? 

BV: It’s much easier to look at past 


‘pictures to get a perspective of their — 


size but they.are not very big. As sort of 
an exaggeration, I know I had to worry — 
about sliding my chair back from the | 
operating position. I can assure you. the. 
chairs won’t have wheels! 

KJ: On an. expedition such as this, 
safety is a major concern. What pre-— 
cautions will be taken to ensure the 
operator’s safety? 

BV: We have a doctor who is part of 
our team. We’ll also follow all of what I’d — 
call the “U.S. Coast Guard” rules. We’ll 
wear a life jacket on the small boat when | 
going from the ship to the rocks. Obvi- 
ously we’ll pay close attention to what 
we're doing. We’ll have fire extinguish- 


The average rock size in Scarborough 
Reef — just enough for an operator 
and his equipment. 


ers in each position in case something 
goes wrong with the generator. We 
have two-way radio communications to 


the boat, also between the rocks. We’re 


taking flare guns should the radios not 
work for some reason. We’re also hiring 
a competent crew that has done this sort 
of “taking people on and off the ship” 
using Zodiac-type boats. Honestly, I 
don’t like the water — I'll be the first 
to tell you that. So I wouldn’t be going 
if I weren’t confident that safety plans 
weren’t in place. Aside from getting the 
license and permission to land, safety is 
our first concern. 

KJ: Due to the remote location of 
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BS7, is there'a central location where ~ 
all operators will pre-gather? And 


how will you get to BS7 from that 
central location? 

BV: Yes. We’ll all start off in China 
and take a chartered boat to Scarborough 


‘Reef. Once we’re within a reasonable 


distance of the reef, we’ll take Zodiac- 
type boats to the individual rocks. 

KJ: As space on these rocks is quite 
limited, what type of equipment and 
antennas will you be using? | 

BV: We'll be using all verticals as 
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they’ve been proven to be very effective 


over a salt water environment — SteppIR 
and Butternut are both sponsors. And 
we're taking antennas for 160 through 
10. We’ll also be using good quality gen- 
erators that have. a nice clean waveform 
and no radio noise. As far as radios go, 
we'll be using Icom transceivers and 
Acom amplifiers. 

KJ: It seems fate always has very rare 
entities getting activated at the bottom 
of the solar cycle — VK@IR, the recent 
VU4 and VU7 operations, not to mention 
the last BS7H operation which took place 
in 1997. What bands do you see being the 
most valuable and will the operation be 
targeting maximum QSOs versus band 
modes such as RTTY or PSK31? 

_ BV: The thing to remember is BS7 is 


**** THE WIREMAN, INC™ **** 


***** 800-727-WIRE (9473) ***** 
Still, after 28 years, the “Keywords” for 
“Certified Quality” Wire, Cable, Connectors, 
Accessories, and Service. See it all at 
www.thewireman.com Tech help 864-895-4195 


SOUTHWEST US? Call (866)745-WIRE (9473) 


for TOP WM dir CLEAR SIGNAL PRODUCTS 
www.coaxman.com or wire@coaxman.com 


eo @ # 
Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 


WorldRadio, May 2007 29 


very rare and it’s rare because it’s hard to 
get to. It’s hard to get to because permis- 
sion to land is seldom provided. So when 
you have an opportunity to go, you go. It 
would be great if we could say “well gee, 
this is the bottom of the sunspot cycle 
and we’d like to go in a year or two.” We 
obviously don’t pick the time. The time is 
chosen when the opportunity of getting a 
license and land permit arises. Regarding 
QSOs — the idea is to give out as many 
contacts as possible. We do know that the 
RTTY population has really grown in the 


last several years and when wean, we will © 


operate RTTY as time and propagation 
permits. But the number one objective is 
maximum contacts. The interesting thing 
is that we will have three stations on the air 
and manned 24 hours a day. But because 
the three rocks are far enough apart, it’s 
quite conceivable that we could have two 


or even all three, stations on the same band. : 


So it’s possible we might have a’station on 
20 SSB, 20 CW and 20 RTTY. We will 
also have the latest propagation forecast to 
help determine what bands we should be 
on. The idea is we want to work as many 
people as we can work so we will be on 
whatever bands are open. We’ll also have 
an equivalent station on the ship that will 
be monitoring the other bands during the 
operation — so we'll know what bands are 
open to where. 

KJ: Following up on the band question, 
I’m sure there will be a desire for 160M 
operation. Do you foresee 160 a possibil- 
ity given the limited “real estate?” 

BV: Yes. Because we’re using verti- 
cals, we can do that. We will operate 
on 160 if we are able to do so. By that I 
mean if things go well and we can get 
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thousands and thousands of contacts in 
the logs, then we can afford to take a little 
time to take one rig and spend some time ‘ 
on 160. I know we’ll be on 160 because 
we're taking the equipment. We’ve actu- 
ally published a list of frequencies on our 
website that includes 160. But how much 
we are on 160 depends on the propaga- 
tion gods. Remember, it doesn’t make 
much sense to be on a band where we 
make five QSOs an hour when we can 
make five a minute on another band. 

KJ: Being on many bands sounds like 
the way for those of us on this side to 
ensure a contact. Is there anything you 
could suggest to help the guys get into 
the BS7H log? 

BV: Absolutely! If you put your call 
in once, I can answer you, work you 
and go to the next guy. If you put your 
call in twice, I have to wait for the 
second time and sometimes I'll start’ 
working you after the first time. So 
then you don’t hear me send your call 
and you don’t come back to me because 
you were still sending. If everybody 


would cooperate by only sending their 
callsign once, the rate would just go 
through the roof. 

KJ: Bob, I’m really jazzed about the 
operation and I really appreciate you 
taking the time to chat. Do you have 
any finalcomments? = 

BV: You know, I’m really pumped up. 
The idea is we’re going there, we want 
to put a country on that people need, 
we want to do it well, we want to work 
everybody we can possibly work and we 
want to do it with complete safety. 

— That’s it for this month’s column. 
I sincerely thank Bob Vallio, W6RGG, 
for taking the time to speak about the 
upcoming BS7H operation. I hope you 
are able to get.in the log! I also look 
forward to hearing your comments, 
complaints or whatever is on your 
mind. If you have any DX injormation 
you would like announced, please send 
the information at least two months in 
advance to n0vd@dxcentral.com. Until — 
next time, see you in pileups! — NOVD 
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*good 
thru 
6/30/07 


° AM, FM, WFM 


aa 
me, 


WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTION 


IC-R5 Wide Band Receiver 


e Wide RX .150-3309 mHz* 4 
¢ 1250 memories : 
¢ Alphanumeric labels 


*good 
thru 
6/30/07 


*good 
thru 
6/30/07 


co 
time zone, 


¢ Mounts easily on wall. Size: 34 1/2" x 22 1/2". 


Reg $1595. SALE $1099.95 


“ f 


MA-40 


40' Tubular Tower 


Call For Latest 
Pricing! 


MA-550 
55' Tubular Tower 


Handles 10 sqft. 
at 50mph 

Pleases neighbors 
with tubular 
streamlined look 


Call For Latest 
Pricing! 


TX-455 


55' Freestanding 
Crank-Up 

Handles 18 sq. ft. 

@ 50 mph 

No guying required 
Extra-strength const. 
Can add raising and 
motor drive acces. 


rt Towers Rated 
to EIA Specifications 


Shown with 


) Other Models 
Optional at Great Prices! 
Rotor Base 

Call For Latest 


Pricing! 


All US. Towers shipped by truck; 
freight charges additional 


ANAHEIM, CA 
(Near Disneyland) 
933 N. Euclid St., 92801 
(714) 533-7373 

(800) 854-6046 
Janet, KL7ME Mar. 
anaheim@hamradio.com 


_ BURBANK, CA 
1525 W. Magnolia Blvd, 91506 
© (818) 842-1786 

(800) 854-6046 
: Eric, KAGIHT, Mar. 
Magnolia between 

§. Victory & Buena Vista 
burbank@hamradio.com 


OAKLAND, CA 

: 2210 Livingston St., 94606 
| (610) 534-5757 

800) 854-6046 — 

Mark, WIZYN, Mgr 
1-880 at 23rd Ave. ramp 
oakland@hamradio.com 


_ SAN DIEGO, CA 

- 6375 Kearny Villa Rd., 92123 
(858) 560-4900 

(800) 854-6046 

» Tom, KM6K, Mgr. 

Hwy. 163 & Claremont Mesa 
= Sandiego@hamradio.com 


| SUNNYVALE, CA 

510 Lawrence Exp. #102, 94085 
(408) 736-9496 

(800) 854-6046 

| Howard, W6HOE, Mor. 

» So, from Hwy. 101 
sunnyvale@hamradio.com 


NEW CASTLE, DE 
Near Philadelphia) 
1509 N. Dupont Hwy., 19720 
(302) 322-7092 

(800) 644-4476 

Rick, K3TL, Mar. 

R113 1/4 mi., So. 1-295 
newcasile@hamradio.com 


PORTLAND, OR 
11705 S.W. Pacific Hwy. 
| 97223 
= (503) 598-0555 


aS 


from Hwy. 5 & 217 
poriland@hamradio.com 


DENVER, CO- 
8400 E. Iliff Ave, #9, 80231 
(300 (49-1373 

800) 444-9476 
«John, NSEHP. Mgr. 

= denver@hamradio.com 


_ PHOENIX, AZ 

© 1939 W. Dunlap Ave., 85021 
| (602) 242-3515 

= (800) 444-9476 

| Gary, N7GJ, Mor. 

| 1 mi. east of I-17 

a phoenix@hamradio.com 


ATLANTA, GA 

| 6071 Buford Hwy., 30340 
(770) 263-0700 : 

| (800) 444-7927 

|. Mark, KJ4VO, Mor 
Doraville, 1 mi. no. of 1-285 
« atlanta@hamradio.com 


_ WOODBRIDGE, VA 

|. (Near Washington D.C.) 

= 14803 Build America Dr. 22191 
(703) 643-1063 
| (800) 444-4799 

= Steve, W4SHG, Mor 

© Exit 161, |-95, So. to US 1 

=: woodbridge@hamradio.com 


SALEM, NH 

= (Near Boston) 

_ 224N. Broadway, 03079 
» (603) 898-3750 : 
| (800) 444-0047 

= Chuck, NIUC, Mgr. 

a Sales@hamradio.com ; 
ee Exit 1, 1-93; : 3 
© 28 mi. No. of Boston . 
{\ salem@hamradio.com 


fees 


i 


a 


ae 


xy) QSL MANAGERS : : ——EEE_ 


CALL MANAGER 


CALL MANAGER 


CALL MANAGER 


CALL. MANAGER 


3B8/RX3DD 

RX3DD 
3W9R OK1JN 
4J1STX 4J4K 
4L1IDA W7LPF 
4LIMA ON4RU 
401A YUIEXY 
4S7PAG F5PAC 
4U1UN HB9BOU 
S5R8GZ G3SWH 
S5R8VB. UA4WHX 
SWORE HA8IB 
6H1L WA3HUP 
6HIXR XEIXR 
612EX XE2EX 
6I2MVS XE2MVS 
612MxX K6VNX 
6M22 DS2TXG 
6Y@B W2GB 
6Y1V OH3RB 
TXSST TX2LS 
8J8WSC JE8KQR 
9A6GK 9ATK 
9A95S@IB 9A3JB 
9GIAA PA3ERA 
9J2BO G3TEV 
9J2CA G3SWH 
9UOGX DJ6SI 
9U9Z DJ9ZB 
A61AB IZ8CLM 
A61AS YO3FRI 
AP2NK W3HNK 
BP1@@S BX4AN 
C31CT EA3QS 
CS56YK ON7YK 
C6ANM WA2IYO 
C98APE  CTIAPE 
C98GLO = CT2GLO 
CN2WW - EA7FTR 
CN3A I2WIJ 
CN8PA EA7FTR 
CO6WD W@SA 
CT8CNE CTIDJE 
CT8CNE CTIDJE 


< > 


CT9OL DJ6QT 
CX2AQ._—-EASKB 
D6@VB UA4WHX 
DBIS@HZ DL7UGO 
DH15@HZ DLSKUA 
DKIS@HZ DH2ES 


DQS@SAAR 
DO7VLR 
_ DRIS@HZ = DL3PS 
DR2@@7ANT 
DH8BM 
DS2G00/4 
DS2GOO 
DS4NYE/4 
DS4NYE 
DU3NXE W3HNK 
EA8/OH4NL 
OH2BYS 
EAS8OM DJ10J 
EESE EASRS 
EE7CAV EC7DND 
EF8M RX3DU 
EK8WA _ SP9ERV.. 
EN2@EXD 
_-US4EXD 
FK8AH  W3HNK 
FMIII K3PD 
FM5BH  W3HNK 
FMS5JC FSCWU 
FR/TUSKG  F4EFI 
FSSKA  W3HNK 
GB@ANT M3ZYZ 
GB4IPY M3ZYZ 
GB60TR  G3LHJ 


HB9ICE HB9IBHY 


HCIMD K8LIG 
HC2SL EASKB 
HG6PUSKAS 
HA6ZQ 
HI3/IK4QJF IK4QJF 
HI3C ON4IQ 
HI3HN  OE7NHT 


HKI/AC8W AC8W 
HK1/K8DD K8DD 


v 


SS TELEWAVE, INC.~ 


Vibediae Cieeiieraitatta Adaratattinee etter FE 


Designs & Manufactures 
High-Quality Radio System Products 
for the 
AMATEUR RADIO INDUSTRY 


Frananitter Combiners e Antennas ° Filters 
Wattmeters * RF Power Monitors ° Cellco 
High-Q Cavities « Preamplifiers 
IM Suppression « Receiver Multicouplers 
Preselectors * Duplexers 
RF Loads & Terminations ¢ Isolators 
Wireless System Engineering 


» Order Today! 800-331-3396 < 
660 Giguere Court * San Jose, CA 95133 


Email: sales@telewave.com 
http://www.telewave.com 


CMAS Contract # 3-06-58-0122B 
GSA Schedule # GS-35F-0248J 
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HKIFGI EAS5KB 
HLIVAU/4 HL1VAU 
HQ2R EA4URE 
IA@IPY IDYKN 
IA2IPY I2MQP 
TA3IPY 13XMQ 
TA6IPY IZ6GSQ 
IA8IPY IK8WEJ 
IIANT: I@NZK 
I1ANT IZIGIK 
IIMNA IZIGJK 
II2ANT I2JJR 
II4ANT IK4QIB 
IISANT IZSBTC 
II8ANT IZ8GGF 
IO@ANT IM@YKN 
IO2ZANT I8YGZ 
IOSIAA —IK8WEJ 
IP7IPY IZ7AUH 
IROANT I@YKN 
IRIANT IlHYW 
IR2ZANT IK2DUW 
IR4ICE IZ4DPV 
IR7TANT._‘-IZ7AUH 
IRSANT I8ACB 
IU@ANT IZ@BTV 
IU2ANT  IK2QPR 
IU7ANT IK7JWY 
TUSANT I8QJU 
J70J KU9C 
J88DR G3TBK 
JWIMFA LAIMFA 
K4A K6EID 
K4Z/ANT W4DKS 
K9A/ANT K9PPY 
KL2R NITX 
LR2F LU2FA 
LX2@@7D LX1KC 
LX2@@7G ~LX1KC 
LX2@@7L LX1KC 
LX7I LX2A 
LZ@4ANT  LZ3SM 
'NST/ANT WSBOS 
OM7M OM3PA 


CALL MANAGER 


CALL WANAGER 


P4QA WD9DZV TM@ANT F6KDF | VK9DNX DJ2MX 
P4QW N2MM TM@TAF F4TTR~| VP2E NS5SAU 
P49Y AE6Y ~“TMIANT F5SIH VP2EST KT8Y 
PJ2/N8LGP W8TTS TM2ANT F4DNW | VP2MTE  G3SWH. 
PIZT, N9AG TM3ANT  FSPFP | VP8DJU K9PET 
PJ4/K2NG TM4ANT F6BFH VP8DJV W3ASA 
- WA2NHA TMSANT FSNOD | VP8DKG W3WKP 
PJ4A K4BAI TMSTAF F6AXX | VY@ICE/VE2 
PJ7/PY1WAS TM5Z FSRMY VE2TKH 
PY2AA. TM6X FSVHY | WP2Z KU9C 
PJ7TM K2GSJ TM8ANT  F8DVD. | XF2K N6AWD 
RIFJT UA4RC TM8WAP FSXL | XV9SW SMS5MX 
R8@PK UA3PM TO6T F6HMQ_ | YI9CC/5 OKIDOT 
RAIQY/I RAIQY TU2/FSLDY FICGN | YI9TU N200 
RDIAC RAIARI U4MIR RN3DK YQ2ANT © YO2BP 
RK2FWA DK4VW UAICIO/1 UAICIO Z36A DJOLZ 
RNICW/1 RNICW UAIONY RZ3EC ZA/Z35M Z35M" . 
S92FM. | CTIHHP UEIRDO ' UAIRJ ZB2/403AL 
SB30@L SM7CRW UE3YAR RV3YR EB7AEY 
SCSL SMSXSH UE6ANT UA6HPR | ZD8QD K4QD 
SNIS@BP SP6ZDA UK8FF W3HNK | ZD8WX W4wx 
ST2A T93Y UN7MMM EA7FTR | ZF2AH W6VNR 
SV@XAO DJSJH V26H KU4BP | ZF2LC W2SM 
SV5/DJ7RJ DIJ7RI V49A V44NK | ZF2UL K3UL 
T88CA 7N4GHH VA3ANTA VE3XN_ | ZK2PR JJ8DEN 
T88RA JHIRMH VATANTA  VE7IG_ | ZK3RE HA8IB 
TI4CF W3HNK VKIAA/2. VKIAA | ZL4IR W8WC 
QSL MANAGER ADDRESSES 
DJ2MX = Mario Lovric, Kampenwandstrasse 13, 81671 Muenchen, Germany” 
G3LHJ Derrick Webber, 43 Lime Treé Walk, Newton Abbot, 
Devon TQ12 4LF, England, UK 
HA8IB Szabo Karoly, Aradi u. 42, H-5525 Fuzesgyarmat, Hungary 
K8LJG John C. Kroll, 3528 Craig Drive, Flint, MI 48506, USA 
K9OPPY James Model, 749 Willow St., Itasca, Illinois 60143, USA 
N6AWD Fred K. Stenger, 6000 Hesketh Dr, Bakersfield CA 93309, USA 
ON7YK Andre Bourdon, Schotenhofdreef 18, B-2900 Schoten, 
: AN, Belgium 
RW3RN _ Alex Kuznetsov, P.O. Box 80, Tambov, 392000, Russia 


SM5XSH Martin Bjorkman, Hogasvagen 209, 741 41 Knivsta, Sweden 


VS51AS — 
VKIAA 


HYBRID-QUAD ANTENNA | 


M@Q-24SR 


MINI 
HF BEAM 


MQ-1 Four-Band Antenna 
6,10,15,20 Meters, Two element 
MQ-24SR Four-Band Antenna 
6,10,15,20 Meters, Enhanced Gfector 
MQ-34SR Four-Band Antenna 
6,10,15,20 Meters, Three element, E/Ref. 
MQ-26 Six-Band Antenna 
6,10,12,15,17,20 Meters, wo element 
MQ-26SR Six-Band Antenna 
6,10,12,15,17,20 Meters, Enhanced Refl. 


‘MQ-36SR Six-Band Antenna 


6,10,12,15,17,20 Meters, Three 


ONL E/R 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


394 Bloomfield Ave 
Caldwell, N} 07006 


973-364-1930 
Fax: 973-239-4389 


Frank Steinhauser, Schlossstr. 68A, 82140 Olching, Germany - 
Nick Hacko, P.O. Box 900, Spit Junction 2088, NSW, Australia 


Open six days a week 


Daily Mon-Sun 1-5p 
(closed Wednesdays) 
Evenings Mon-Fri 7-9p 
(closed Wednesdays) 


Your friendly One-Step Shop for 
HAM RADIOS & ACCESSORIES 


featuring full lines of 


Alinco Icom Kenwood Yaesu¥ 


Aipho-delty © Ameritron « ARRL © Astron @ Ayiiop « Gumet 
Dalwa © Diomond © GAP * Gordon West « Hell Sound 


Jetstream « Larsen © LDG + M2 © MED * Mirage 


* Sutbacker, 


Poistar * Froim #* Radio Wave ® SGC ° TV. Evans 
Torheel « Vedronics @ Vin ie adig 


2007 DAYTON HAMVENTION 
MAY 18-19-20 > BOOTHS 321 & 322 


\ 


MARAC County 
Hunter Contests 


Dennis Hall, KK7X 


ay is County Hunter contest 
time. This is a great opportu- 
nity to improve your county 


totals and have fun at the same time. 
Even if you are not big on collecting 
counties, this is a great opportunity 
if you are working towards your 
WAS or 5 Band WAS. More infor- 
mation on the contests can be found 
at either http://marac.org or http: 
//countyhunter.com. 


MARAC County Hunters CW Con- 
test 0000Z Saturday, 05 May to ae 
Sunday, 06 May 2007 

The Mobile Amateur Radio Awards 
Club is pleased to sponsor the 41st 
Annual County Hunters CW Contest. 
Mobile and Fixed operation from every 
county in the U.S. is encouraged. 

Last year a new MIXED category 


was added to the contest. In this new . 


category you can now work the contest 
in both the MOBILE category and in the 
FIXED category. As part of the MIXED 
category you should maintain two lists of 
Multipliers: one list for the Mobile cat- 
egory and one list for the Fixed category. 
Using two lists allows you to compete for 


State Certificates and makes it easier to 


switch between categories. 


1. Mobiles must clearly identify 
themselves as being mobile by sign- 
ing /M several times during each 

county run. 
2. Multipliers: Each category, Mobile 
and Fixed, will have a separate set of 
3,077 Multipliers. A Multiplier can only 
_ be counted once in each category during 
the contest, regardless of band. 

3. A Mobile on a county line can be 
counted for each county as a new poten- 
tial multiplier BUT as only one contact 
— 15 points. Three- and four-county 
lines are not allowed. 

4. Single Operator stations only. Driv- 
ers are OK. 


5. Contest contacts between opera- 
tors in the same vehicle or in shadow- 


.ing vehicles are invalid. There are no 


restrictions against spotting mobiles. To 
be considered as “Mobile” you must put 
out at least three counties. 

6. Net contacts are invalid and are 
discouraged. 

7. For a valid contact one station must 
be in a U.S. county. 


8. Official list of County Codes: 


(Multipliers) can be downloaded at: 
www.bnk.com/w0ge/countyabbrev-v3- 
4col.pdf or .doc. . 

9. Additional rules for the new 
MIXED category: . 

9.1 While in the Mobile category you 
cannot run the county that you declare as 


the county that you are in while operat- 


ing in the Fixed category. 


9.2 You must remain in a category for | 


at least one hour. You may switch several 
times during the contest. 

9.3 You must have at least. 50 contacts 
from the Fixed category. 

9.4 You must submit a Mobile log and 
a summary sheet. 

9.5 You must submit a Fixed log and 
a summary sheet. 

9.6 You have two sets of 3,077 multipli- 
ers: one for Mobile and one for Fixed. 

Ex: If you work Kent, MI for the first 
time in the Mobile category and again 


for the first time in the Fixed category, © 


both contacts are new multipliers. One 
for each category. 


Frequencies 
32550, \7.050:" 14:050" 27.050, 
28.050. Fixed stations. should oper- 
ate above the suggested frequencies 
and mobiles below. 


Exchange 
U.S. station: Signal report, State Code 
and County Abbreviation. All others: 
Signal report, “DX” (Including Mexico 
and Canada). 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 


Need Ham Radio 
Equipment Insurance? 
~ HRIA | 


www.hamradioinsurance.com 


800-545-8881 
P.O, Box 201 e Canonsburg, PA 15317 


Electronic Battery Booster 
Converts 12volt battery to a Regulated, 13.5Volt 
23A Power supply at 11Volts input! 


For Field Day, Sailboats, Solar! 
_ e-mail w4rry@cox.net 


‘Check the WEB at 
http://members.cox.net/w4rry/index.htmlé 
Send check for $120 to: 

Leo Lehner, 12511 West Parkwood Dr. 
Sun City West, AZ 85375 
- 60 Day unconditionally guaranteed 


Turbo Tuner 


Automatic 
Screwdriver 
Antenna ae 
Controller 888-450-2632 
WWW.N2VZ.COM 


Icom I1C-706 
BILL@N2VZ.COM 
Kenwood TS-480 N2VZ Enterprises 


(800) 522-2253 


3 (305) 899-0900 
FAX (305) 895-8178 
http:/Awww.nemal.com |: 


E-mail: info@nemal.com 


COAX-SEAL 


riginal Connector Sealant" 


North Miami, FL 
Sao Paulo, Brasil 


_|MOISTURE PROOFS ALL COAX CONNECTORS 


~ Universal Electronics, Inc. 
4515 Little Savannah Rd. * Cullowhee, NC 28723 
(828) 293-2222 ¢ FAX: (828) 293-2221 
www.coaxseal.com 


ICOM 706 Headset—Base/Mobile Operation 
Lightweight headset with boom mike 
interfaces with 706 RJ-45 input only. A 
PTT switch for PTT or Vox is included. 
$39.95 + $5.95 S&H 
Check or M.O. to 
KAUFMAN SALES 

wenoneliaes 2544 Kenwood, Lancaster, CA 93536 

INFO AT: w6olg@msn.com 


| move, SIGNAL STRENGTH METER 


<3 MHz to 5 GHz 
The ZC 185 is an ie sensitive Radio Frequency (RF) 
Detector that operates over a broad span of frequencies. 
® HAM RADIO: Detects & pinpoints Fox Xmtrs., monitors power, locates 
cable leaks & RFI measures:antenna patterns in dB, IDs oscittations, 
far-field tune-ups of mW to kW rigs. 


ZC 185 


COMPUTER WIRELESS: Super WiFi Sniffer, detects Hot & Cold 
sponts, measures baseline RF, optimizes hub & satellite network sites, 
i locates hacker sites, strengthens RF signal links. 

$ 1 9, 00 SECURITY: Supersensitive covert camera & bug detector, checks 


transmitters, locates RFI, simplifies security wireless installations, 
(+87 S&H) aligns antennas, insures strong xmtr/recv links, 


oie CAN BROADBAND CO. WWWWI7.APCHECKER.COM 
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Scoring 
Fixed stations — 1 point. 
DX stations — 5 points. 
Mobile stations — 15 points. 


Mobiles: 


1. Calculate a State score foreach state | 


that you put out a county in by: 

a. Add up the Total # of QSO points 
worked while in that state. 

b. Add up the total # of unique multi- 
pliers worked while in that state. 
- ¢, Total State score = (Total # QSO 
pts.) x (Total # Multipliers) 


2. Scores CAN NOT count a multiplier > 


more than once regardless of the State, 
County or band that you are operating 
in. 

3. Final score = (Total QSO points 
from all states) x (Total Sera 
from all States) 

4. You must submit log and summary 
sheet for each state. 

5. Submit a Summary sheet for Total 
Mobile Category Score. 


Fixed: 

1. Scores CAN NOT count a multiplier 
more than once regardless of band. 

2. Final score = (Total QSO points) x 
- (Total multipliers) ‘ 

3. You must submit a log and a sum- 
mary sheet. 


Mixed: 

1. Determine your total Mobile QSO 
points following the MOBILE scoring 
rules. 

2. Determine your total Fixed QSO 
points following the FIXED scoring 
rules. 

3. Determine total nuniber: of mul- 


Acro- ss 


gem 


The Pa vOUIOnSRV A =f TEN-TEC 
antenna hanger. Unbreakable. 
Not affected by UV. Ladder line 


or coax fed antennas. $9.95! 
www.tentec.com (800) 833-7373 
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tipliers worked from your MOBILE 
operations. 

4. Determine total number of multi- 
plies worked from your FIXED opera- 
tions. 

5. Final score = (Total QSO points 
from both the Mobile and Fixed cat- 
egories) x (Total Multipliers from both 
the Mobile and Fixed categories) 

6. You must:submit a log and sum- 
mary following Mobiles rules and Fixed 
rules. 


Log submission: 

The contest chairmen will not score 
your log. Un-scored logs will be con- 
sidered check logs only. Send completed 
logs and summary sheet by 09 June 


2007 to: aa&r@aol.com or Randy Hatt. 


— AAS8R, 7878 W. County Line Rd., 
Howard City, MI 49329 

MARAC Plaques and MARAC Con- 
test Certificates will be awarded: In order 
to be eligible for an award, an entrant 
must submit a log and entry information 
that meets all of the requirements of the 


contest rules. There are no contest entry ~ 


fees or other fees for this award. | 


The MARAC 
SSB QSO Party 

Rules of Operation 

1. The MARAC SSB QSO Party is 
held annually on the Saturday of the 
third full-weekend in May. Operating 
times will be from 0000Z on SATUR- 
DAY. to 2400Z on SUNDAY. Stations 
may work the entire contest period. 

2. Operation will be permissible only 
in accordance with current FCC ites or 


your country’s rules. 


3. The use of spotting nets by way a, 
repeaters, packet nodes, simplex opera- 
tion, telephone or any other means is 


_ permissible. 


4. Operation on all bands is permit- 
ted, except on 60 Meters, 30 Meters, 
17 Meters and 12 Meters. 


See page 9. 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


5. Contacts made through repeaters, 
digipeaters, internet, or gateways are 
not permitted. 

6. Valid U.S. counties will be those 


_ recognized at the time of the contest by 


the USA-CA awards program. 

7. Fixed operators may be worked once 
per band for QSO count only. 

8. Mobiles may be worked once per — 
band from each county for QSO count — 


only. 


A mobile parked on a county line shall — 


count as a valid QSO from both counties. — 


(Score = 2 QSOs and 2 multipliers) | 

9. Mobiles may work other operators — 
once per band from each county cov- 
ered for QSO count only. For credit, all — 
mobile contacts must be clearly identi- — 


| fied in the log. 


10. Mobile teams shall be comprised 
of two licensed operators, each call sign 
shall count as a valid QSO. 

11. Mobiles may use a separate log 


per county for clarification purposes 
' if desired. 


Exhanges 
U.S. Fixed or Mobile Operators 
— RS/T and County, State DX Opera- 
tors — RS/T and Country, Canadian 
Province, or maritime region. To be a 
valid contact, one operator must be in 
a U.S. county. ; 


Categories 

MARAC SSB QSO Party Summary 
sheets. and logs must be submitted for 
one of these five contest categories. 

Fixed Station Categories 

FS U.S. Fixed Station 

CO Canadian Operator 

DX DX Operator 

Mobile Categories 

MO Mobile Operator, may be assisted 
(for safety) 

‘MT Mobile Team, Sree both be 
licensed popes) 


Scoring 

Fixed Station 

One point per QSO with any other 
fixed station 

Five points per QSO with any DX sta- 
tion (non-U.S. or U.S. possessions) 

Fifteen points per O80. with ag 
mobile station 

Mobile Operators 

Two points per QSO with any 


_ fixed station 
Five points per QSO with any DX sta- 
tion (non-U.S. or U.S. possessions) 
Fifteen points per QSO with any other 
mobile station 


Multipliers 
Your multiplier is the total number of 
counties worked. A maximum of 3,077 
multipliers is allowed. 


Final Score 
Multiply the total QSO points 
times your multiplier to arrive at 
your final score. 


Bonus Points 


Fixed Stations , 

Add 500 bonus points to your final 
score for each mobile worked in five 
different counties regardless of band. 
If you work the same mobile in five 
additional counties, you add an addi- 
tional 500 bonus points to your final 
score, etc. However, for bonus points 


you can only count one contact per 


county per mobile. 


Mobiles 
Add 100 points to your final score 
per every county covered with at least 
five different contacts. Add 500 bonus 
points to your final score for each 


mobile worked in five different coun-— 


ties regardless of band. If you work the 


same mobile in five additional counties, . 


you add an additional 500 bonus points 
to your final score, etc. However, for 
bonus points you can only count one (1) 
contact per county per mobile. 


Suggested Frequencies 


SSB — 25 kHz up in general segments 
and 28.300 - 28.500 


Log Submission 

Logs must be submitted by 30 June 
2007. Submissions MUST include both 
a detail log and summary sheet. (NOTE: 
If either is omitted your log will NOT be 
considered for any of the awards and will 
be used as a check log.) Cabrillo format 
is preferred (LOG or .CBR extensions). 
Other text editor readable files are 
accepted, but they must include all the 


data shown in the examples available on 
the SSB contest logging link (.BIN files 
should not be submitted). This resource 
link is available on the MARAC website. 
The subject line of the e-mail submitting 


the log should contain your call sign and © 


MARAC in the subject line. Example: 
W@ICT- MARAC. Confirmation emails 
will be sent out to those who supply an e- 
mail address, however you should check 
the contest website to verify that the log 
has been received. 


Email logs to maracssbcontest 
@sktc.net or postal mail (paper or disk) 
to MARAC SSB Contest Manager, 214 
S. First, Clearwater, KS 67026-9448 


Contest Awards 


A certificate is awarded to each of the 
four highest scoring entrants in each con- 
test category; to each entrant with at least 
100 valid contacts; to the highest scoring 
entrant in each U.S. state, the District of 
Columbia, each Canadian province, and 
DX entity other than the United States, 
Hawaii or Alaska. 

A plaque is awarded to the two high- 
est scoring entrants in each contest cat- 
egory, the two highest scoring entrants 
in North America, and the highest scor- 
ing operator located in CQ or ARRL 
DX entity other than the United States, 
Hawaii or Alaska 


The Ducker IL radically 
improves the HF receive 
performance of all wideband 
talkies, receivers and scanners 
like the TH-F6, VX1-7, R1- 
20, AORs, DJX2000, 

and a host of others. 


Using our famous Miracle 
Whip tuning machine, the 
Ducker IL tunes the radio's 
original rubber duck over 
the full HF spectrum, giving % 
as much as 30-40 dB gain, 
and zero active-circuit 
noise. 


The results are spectacular! 

Radios typically dead on HF 
receive explode with world- 

wide signals - qsos, nets, 


Call us toll-free! 
866-311-6511 
2705 bates rd #30 
montreal que h3s1b4 


Visit us'‘on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 


Results 


Results will be posted on the MARAC 
website http://www.marac.org/ 


Do it for Kids 


It is hard to believe that it has been 
a year Since my successful heart sur- 
gery. It is such a pleasure to be free 
of atrial fibrillation. I must also give 
credit to my diet and exercise regi- 
ment in the improvement of my health. 
To be honest the exercise is the easy 
part, diet modification continues to be 
the struggle. I am participating in the 
2007 Courage Classic Bicycle Tour in 
August. (http://courageclassic.org) 
This is a.three-day, 172-mile ride over 
three mountain passes in beautiful 
Washington State. This charity ride 
benefits the Mary Bridge Children’s 
Hospital and I am “Doing it for the 
Kids.” You can also participate by 
making a pledge of support by visit- 
ing hAttp://firstgiving.com/kk7x2007 
and making your tax deductible 
donation of any amount and “Do it 
for the Kids.” 

God bless our troops and God bless 
America. 

— Dennis Hall, KK7X, may be con- 
tacted via snail mail at: 4518 W. Haney 
Rd., Rathdrum, ID 83858 or e-mail 
dennis@kk7x.us © oS 


'The Miracle Ducker IL 


Get 30-40 dB tuned gain on HF Receive - TX from HF to UHF! 


international SW- it all 
comes booming in like you 
never thought possible. The 
difference 1s tremendous. 


Then spin the dial and TX 
on -UHF with the 
same duck! The Ducker 
IL will even TX on HF, 
tuning ducks, random 
wires and whips up to 25 
watts for rigs like the 817, 
897, 703 and dozens more. 


|, Now everything - including 

| HF - is in the palm of your 
hand, built with unsurpassed 
Miracle Antenna quality. 


The Ducker IL. $129.95. 
Ask and you a fee 


iS) 
° l 
Miracle Antenna _) auilatie 
from... YSIS 


www.miracleantenna.com made in Canada 
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Ra) EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS ees 
Selecting an HF Field Antenna 


I’d sell them and retire. But, what’s 

the question, you ask? It’s simply 
this: What is the best HF antenna for 
field or mobile use? Some of you are 
going to sit up and prepare to send 
me a pointed e-mail and tell me what 
antenna is best. (Please-don’t.) Others 
of you are going to read on and wonder 
if I know what I’m talking about. We 
might even hear crusty Kurt Sterba (the 
WorldRadio curmudgeon) weigh in on 
the topic. 

‘Antennas are a science, but often 
also an art. What works wonderfully 
on YOUR vehicle or from YOUR tent 
may not work for me. I’ve’seen dozens 
of articles where people seemingly 
work the moon by loading up an empty 
pop can and others say the can has to 
be full and unopened to load properly. 
I’ve been told antennas work better 
when installed during snow storms, so 
I figured during the recent (and rare) 
snowfall in Phoenix a month or so ago, 
there was a lot of antenna installation 
going on! OK, I’m just kidding! 

But, let’s return to the basics. I’m 
only going to visit a few of the most 
important factors. 

At the top of my list is attention to 
solid construction and attention to 
detail. Antennas that are well-con- 
structed and don’t “rattle around” seem 
to work better. Cheaper antennas tended 
to wiggle loose and corrode or develop 
intermittent problems. Those anten- 
nas may be inexpensive (i.e. cheap) 
but you’ll spend more in the long run 
because you have to buy more of them. 
A lesson to all of us who build antennas: 
Take your time and do it right! 

Another factor in my list of “lessons 
learned” is that of using the correct 
coax. Again, cheap coax works very 
well for some frequencies and not at 
all for others. Here’s where you need 
to look up the attributes of your coax 
and make an intelligent decision. For 
example, I can do very well with some 
inexpensive coax on 75 Meters and 
a simple field dipole. But the same 


| Fe I had all the answers. If I did, 
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coax doesn’t work as well on UHF. 
But here’s where logic fails. If I buy 
some very low-loss coax rated for UHF 
(and discover it works great) it gives 
me very little edge Gf any), on my 75- 


Meter dipole. In other words, buying - 
“expensive coax for the dipole doesn’t 


pay dividends. And then, some coax 
works with a 1:1 balun and not with 
a 4:1 balun. Do your homework and 
choose the right stuff. 

What I cannot figure out is how all 
those WiFi antennas at 2.4 GHz get 
any signal to the antenna using that 
tiny-tiny coax! And the output power 
at the access point is in microwatts, so 
how much can be coming out the other 
end? Back in the good old days, you 
used microwave guides and lots of fancy 
and-expensive stuff to get even a watt 
or two to radiate. 

My final antenna observation is that 
of efficiency. If the SWR of my antenna 
is as close to 1:1 as possible, AND the 
antenna is rated for the power output 
of my radio, AND the antenna is well 
made AND I’ve. got the right coax 
(WHEW!) then my antenna has a pretty 
good chance of working. 


But WAIT! There are several magic . 


antenna boxes out there that match any- 


MICHIGAN NET PUBLIC SERVICE | 
COMMUNICATIONS HANDBOOK 


by James Wades, Professional Emergency Manager 
Regardless of where you live, this handbook is an 
essential tool for anyone-engaged in public service or 
disaster communications activities. Partially based on 
the author’s well-known “Telecommunications 
Workshops” presented to emergency management and 
public safety professionals throughout the U.S., this 
publication provides a wide variety of hands-on. 
information, such as: 
e Basic Disaster Telecommunications Theory 
e Emergency communications planning & 
resource management 
The fundamentals of emergency management 
Basic radiotelephone and CW net procedures. 
An introduction to digital communications 
resources 
¢ Traffic handling techniques 
Over 120 pp. of useful information! This is the 
standard training manual for members of the Michi- 
gan Net & the National Radio Emergency Net. 


To order your copy, send $15.00 to: 
Southwest Michigan Specialty Services 
P.O. Box 457 « Allegan, MI 49010 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


thing to anything with no moving parts. 
Some years ago one publication even 
did an X-ray of one of them and found 
(drum roll please) a giant resistor inside 
a potted case. All you were doing was 
heating up a resistor that guaranteed you 
had a match at any frequency. (Gee, don’t 
we call that a dummy load?) Whatever 
signal that leaked out of this dummy load 
to the attached wires (at any length) was 
a plus. Yet the “matcher” gave you great 
1:1 readings. It just didn’t work well. So 
you have to be careful of products that 
seem to promise you an ideal that you 
cannot explain scientifically. 

Matching the antenna isn’t always the 
answer. On a Scout camp last summer I 


had my BuddiPole set up and tuned for 


40 Meters and I had a simple single-. 
band Hustler mounted on my trailer. 
Both antennas were fed with the right 
coax. One gave me a 40 over 9 signal 
from Utah to California,and the other 
was about an S8. A Scout asked me 
why? One was pointing the signal up, 
the other pointing the signal “out there” 
toward the horizon. But when I wanted 
to talk from the mountains to the city — 
(calling that near vertical incident sky- 
wave basically up and back down), then 
the signal quality was reversed for the 
two antennas. Knowing how the anten- 
nas radiate a signal was a major decision 
in what antenna to use. 

But then I’ve had antennas that y were 
supposed to send a signal “thatta way” 
and worked very well “this-a-way.” Go 
figure. There’s probably some science 
involved, but it seemed like voodoo at 
the time. — 

Many years ago I was in the field with 
a fellow who was using 40 Meters to 
talk from his vehicle to the command 
post. As we were bumping around on a 
back road, the signal went from good to _ 
none. He stopped and showed me where 
an alligator clip had come loose. He had 
a 200-pF capacitor between two clips 
and hooked from center to ground at 
the base of the antenna. He gave me a 
quick lesson in inductance and how to 
match an antenna. Once I got home and 


did the same thing, my once-mediocre 


antenna began’to sound really good to 
far-away stations. I even found an MFJ 
capacitor box that allowed me to adjust 
~ the capacitance to the antenna and band. 
To this day, it’s the best thing I’ve found 
for mobile antenna installations. 

So back to my original question. 
What antenna is best? I don’t know. It 
depends. And I CANNOT tell you what 
works best for you. What you do is to 
test various antennas. Maybe it’s a top- 
loaded single-band antenna. Maybe it’s 
a screwdriver antenna. Maybe you will 


have to add a capacitance hat or put a | 


capacitor at the base. You might have to 
ground the bumper or build a mount that 
puts the antenna a little higher above 
your bumper. Maybe a GSRV will work 
best from your tent, and then you might 
want a double-bazooka hanging from a 
fiberglass 10-meter pole. 

So here’s your summer challenge: 
Go play! Get out of your shack and 
go see what works best in the field. 
Gather up some stranded copper wire, 
coax, poles, ropes, and what ever else 
you might need, get on HF from your 
vehicle or tent and try different anten- 
nas. When you’re done testing, burn 
some burgers or hot dogs and swap tall 
tales around the fire. Search the Inter- 
net for various dipoles and build one. 

Try a folded-dipole or a bazooka. Try 
some tiny coax and try some big coax. 
Experiment. I will say this for sure, you 
don’t need to wait for a snow storm to 
test antennas! But you should be of a 
mind to have fun. 


Emergency lighting 
I really like the new Pak-Lite I 
bought. It’s a super-bright LED that 
fits on top of a 9-volt battery. It will 
give you a-bright light for up to 20 
hours, although I cannot verify that 
because I’ve not used mine that long 
yet. I bought a bunch of the basic ones 


for about $10 each and put them in all 


my grab and go boxes and then ordered 
the belt pouch for a couple so I can keep 
one with me! : 

Take a look at www.9voltlight.com 
and give them a try. I also need not 
remind you that I have no financial 
interest in the company and have NOT 


been offered anything in return for kind 


, words. I spent my own money, gave it a 


try and feel impressed enough to pass 
along a “strong buy” recommendation. 
(Now if I could only get such honesty 
from my stock broker.) 


Food to go 
I was organizing my grab-and-go 
stuff last week, you know, getting it 
changed over from winter to summer 
and doing all the cleaning, checking 
and testing.. There are several boxes of 
gear and food just begging to be used. 


. Do you ever get depressed that we’re all 


ready to respond to the “big emergency” 
and it just doesn’t happen? 

OK, I jest. But it did remind me of 
a survey 73 Magazine.did some years 
ago where a number of operators did 
express their opinion that they were 
prepared but mildly disappointed that 
they had not had a disaster so they could 
respond. And if any of you out there 
in EmComm claim otherwise, you’re 
fooling yourselves. We really do hope 
for the “big one” as long as our house 
keeps standing and we just happen to 
have the week off from work so we can 
grab our gear and respond. 

But seriously folks, I hope you have 
planned on feeding yourself for a while 
in case you are involved in an emer- 
gency response. I have always said you 
should have food for three days. A very 
wise fellow who has had experience in 
a variety of emergency responses said 
that’s not enough. He says plan on a 


week. So now I recommend you have 
at least 144 hours of food (which is six 
days but looks better on a presentation 
slide than 168 hours, and it’s easier to 
remember). 

One caution. If you are planning on 
using the military MRE-style food, 
don’t keep it in your car all the time. If 
it freezes and then gets warm (or hot) 
in your car, it turns to mush and doesn’t 
taste as good and doesn’t retain nutri- 
tion. Stored properly, MREs are good | 
for many years. Repeatedly frozen, 
thawed and heated, they are only good 
for weeks at best. 

You can search the Internet for a 
number of good recommendations for 
food you can keep in your car (or boat) 
and find recommendations on what 
stores in your basement. As with anten- 
nas, the best food costs a little more. 
My philosophy is that I want my food 
to taste good and not upset my system 
if I need to use it. My favorites are the 
freeze-dried backpacking items. 

Your summer assignment, besides 
testing field antennas, is to have a 
week’s supply of food at a minimum. 
It’s up to you to decide if you want one 
supply at home, one in your car and one 
at work (in case the emergency happens 
the day you took the bus to work). 

Have a great summer. Until next month, 
best wishes from Salt Lake City! 

— Jerry Wellman, W7SAR, can be 
reached by sending mail to: P.O. Box 
11445, Salt Lake City, UT 84147; or by 


sending e-mail to: jw@desnews.com 


ATV at the EOC 


Lets incident commanders 
actually see what is going on 
and better allocate resources. 


Shouldn’t your ARES or RACES group 
add real time full motion color video’ 


to your communications capabilities? 
Check out the Public Service ATV 
Application notes, How to See Your First 
Picture, Products, Prices and more on our 
web site: WWW.HAMTV.COM 


CALL (626) 447-4565 \-Th 8AM - 5:30 PM PST. 


P.C. ELECTRONICS 


Since 1965 


Email: Tom6org @ hamtv.com 
waa Web: www.hamtv.com & 


. 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 
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~~ FM, VHF, & REPEATERS | re 


IRLP Inventor Named Dayton 
Hamvention® Excellence Award Winner 


f : Xe Dayton Hamvention® Awards 
Committee has chosen Internet 
Radio Linking Project creator 

David Cameron, VE7LTD, as its 2007 

Technical Excellence Award winner. In 

naming him for the honor, the Awards 

Committee noted that Cameron was 

instrumental in development of the 

software, hardware, and technology that 
permits repeaters worldwide to be linked 
together over the worldwide web. 

The Internet Radio Linking Project 
— better known simply as IRLP — 
was started in November of 1997 in an 
attempt to use the Internét to link radio 
systems across Canada. Due to numer- 
ous problems this first attempt was shut 
down in early 1998. 

At that point VE7LTD set out to 
design a more robust system and chose 
Linux for the networking software. He 
then designed an interface board to con- 
nect a radio to a computer. He wrote 
and improved software and succeeded 
in creating a nearly seamless radio link 
between two remote sites using the Inter- 
net to tie them together. 

Today, the Internet Radio Linking 
Project has evolved into a massive net- 
work of dedicated servers tied to nodes 
offering excellence in voice communi- 
cations. IRLP and its derivatives have 
opened up a whole new world of com- 
munications in VHF/UHF repeaters 
with the power of the Internet. 

David Cameron was born and raised 
in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. 
While attending the University of Brit- 
ish Columbia (UBC), he joined the 

-UBC Amateur Radio Society in 1993. 

David built his first repeater and com- 

puter-based controller in 1995. He took 

over maintenance of the UBC repeaters 
in 1996 and began instituting improve- 
ments to the operation. 

In true Ham Radio tradition, David 
Cameron kept up his experimenta- 
tion. This eventually led to the global 
interconnect that exists today. As his 
nominator noted: “His work literally 
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transformed FM repeater communica- 
tion from a local entity into a worldwide 
communication network that has been of 
immense value in emergencies and has 
helped unite the world’s radio amateurs 
over the internet and radio.” 

The Hamvention® Technical Excel- 
lence Award is presented annually to 


the person whom the Awards Committee . 
feels has made an outstanding techni- ~ 


cal advancement in the field of Amateur 
Radio. It is presented each May at the 
Dayton Hamvention® in Dayton, Ohio. 
For more information please visit http: 
//www.hamvention.org on the world 
wide web. (Dayton Hamvention®) 


Repeater News 
FCC Warns Another Ham 


The FCC has told Thomas W. 
Morgan, KA7HRO, of Mesa, Arizona, 
to stay off a local repeater system. In a 
letter dated last 13 December, the FCC 
notes the Arizona Repeater Association 
requested in writing on 29 November 
2005 that Morgan refrain from use of 
their nine repeaters. Their letter was 
issued as a result of Morgan’s alleged 
failure to follow operational rules set 
forth by the repeater licensee and con- 
trol operators. 

The letter from the FCC to Morgan 
notes that he had been previously 
requested verbally to refrain from 
using the systems, but he has appar- 
ently ignored both the verbal and 


Get your two cents 
worth in! 
Do you have an opinion on 
some Amateur Radio issue? 
Share it with others! 


Your deep logic will bring 
others around to your way of 
thinking...only if they hear it. 

Send you line of reasoning 
to WorldRadio, 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


written requests. The letter goes on to 
warn Morgan that he must abide by the 
request to stay off the Arizona Repeater 
Association system and any other such 
request made by a repeater licensee, 
control operator or trustee. 


He was then warned not to use the 


repeaters again after receipt of the 
FCC’s letter to him. He was told that 
the regulatory agency will initiate 
enforcement action against his license 
if he does. This could include revoca- 


tion of his license or a fine ranging from ~ 


$7,500 to $10,000. (FCC) — 


UK System on 
from New Site 

GB3LR, a 70cm repeater for Newhaven 
and the Ouse Valley, has been switched 
on from its new site at the NCI lookout 
on Newhaven Clifftop. 

Initial reports suggest good coverage 
within the target area and the repeater 
group is seeking reports from amateurs 
in the area. GB3LR is now on its new 
channel of RB13 (433.325MHz, input 
434.925MHz) and can be accessed via 
1750 tone burst or 88.5Hz CTCSS. 
Further information can be obtained 
from the operator, G7PUV via GB3LR. 
(GB2RS) © . . 


Amateur to Help Repair 
Hubble Telescope 
A space shuttle carrying a crew that 
includes a Ham Radio Astronaut will 
make one final repair call to NASA’s 
Hubble Space Telescope as part of a 
mission to extend and improve the obser- 
vatory’s capabilities through 2013. 


Veteran astronaut Scott Altman will © 


command the final space shuttle mis- 
sion to Hubble. Navy Reserve Capt. 
Gregory Johnson will serve as pilot. 


- Mission specialists include veteran 


spacewalkers John M. Grunsfeld, 
KCS5ZTF, and Michael J. Massimino. 
Also in the crew will be first-time space 
fliers Andrew J. Feustel, Michael T. 
Good, and K. Megan McArthur. 

The two new instruments are the 


= ee ee ET rs = 


| Cosmic Origins Spectrograph and Wide 


Field Camera 3. The Cosmic Origins |. 


_ Spectrograph is the most sensitive ultra- 
violet sensor ever flown on Hubble. The 

instrument will probe the large-scale 
structure of the universe whose form is 
determined by the gravity of dark matter 
and is traced by the spatial distribution 
of galaxies and intergalactic gas. 

The. Wide Field Camera 3 is a new 
instrument that is sensitive across a wide 
range of wavelengths including infrared, 
visible, and ultraviolet light. It will look 

- at the planets in our solar system as well 
as early and distant galaxies beyond 
Hubble’s current reach. 

Other planned work. also includes 
installing a refurbished Fine Guid- 
ance Sensor that replaces one degrad- 
ing unit of the three already onboard. 
The sensors control the ee 
pointing system. 

An attempt will also bé made to 
repair the Space Telescope Imaging 
Spectrograph. The instrument is used 
- for high resolution studies in visible 
and ultraviolet light of both nearby 
star systems and distant galaxies, pro- 
viding information about the motions 
and chemical makeup of stars, plan- 
etary atmospheres, and other galaxies. 
It was installed in 1997 and stopped 
working in 2004. 

The flight is tentatively targeted 


for launch during the spring to fall of 


2008. (NASA) 


Mittowave Update 
in October 


The Eastern States Microwave Update 
2007 takes place 18-20 October in Phila- 


delphia, Pennsylvania. The venue will be 


the Inn at Valley Forge with registration 
including the banquet only $79 before 
01 September. 

Also, a call has gone out soliciting 
papers to be presented at the event. 
Papers can be on any topics related 
to microwave communications. 
‘Abstracts should be submitted by 
01 June and completed papers oe 
articles by 15 August. — 

Submissions go by Somat to 
pdrexler@hotmail.com or lu6dw@ 
yahoo.com. They can also be sent to Paul 


Drexler, 28 West Squan Road, Clarks- 


burg, New Jersey, 08510. More is on 
the web at www.microwaveupdate.org 
(WA4KXY)  - 


Brooklyn Ramblings: I’ve 
heard it said... 


In the short span between 15 Febru- 
ary and the wee hours of 21 February I 
went from learning that one of the people 
whom I was closest with had an incur- 
able form of cancer to getting word of 
his passing. 

The person was a fellow radio amateur 
named Louis “Lou” Belsky, K2VMR. We 


| first met on 6-meter AM in the late 1950s. 


Like so many contacts of the time, that 
on-the-air encounter lead to a friendship 


that lasted almost a half a century. The 


friendship continued as our roads of life 
went in different directions and we wound 


up on opposite sides of the country. 


You see, Lou was one of the unseen 
and unheard volunteers who helped 
bring material to the Newsline newscasts 
since its earliest days as Westlink Radio. 
He not only served as Newsline’s eyes 
and ears in the New York and New Jersey 
area, but contributed in so many ways to 
the success of both Westlink Radio and 
Amateur Radio Newsline that I cannot 


-begin to enumerate the ways. 


Lou was also an ardent supporter of 


- Amateur Radio. In the 1970s, it was 


Lou Belsky, K2VMR, who created the 
communications network for the city’s 
annual “Salute to Israel Parade.” He 
guided this yearly Ham Radio support 
operation for many years until family 
obligations and health issues forced him 
to step aside. - 

I last saw Lou in May 2006. Heck, I 
spent three days staying with him..and 
his wife Linda, WB2GZW, in Brook- 
lyn — just as I had done so many times 
before. As always, he picked me up at 
the airport and off we headed to one of 


-Wholesale/Retail 
Battery Sales 


NIMH, NICADS, COAX, Antennas, 
Connectors, and more 


Free catalog upon request 
DC ACE, INC. 
1-877-803-5550 
P.O. Box 364, Lincolnshire, IL 60069 
www.dcace.com sales@dcace.com 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 


those all night New York: City kosher 
delis. Doing that was a tradition we had 
developed over the years. 

I found it rather hard to accept what 
I was hearing in my cellphone earpiece 
while driving to work on a damp and 
dreary February afternoon. Words that 
will forever haunt me. My friend’s voice 
saying: “I’m checking out...they tell me I 
only have about eight or ten weeks.” 

Well, as it turned out, Lou did not have 


_ten weeks. Not even one week. On Tues- 


day afternoon 20 February I rang him up 
on my way into the studio. Traffic on the 
I-405 was heavy so we had plenty of time 
to chat. And Lou sounded very chipper. 
Notat all like a guy who had been handed 
a death sentence only a few days earlier. 
And while we did talk of things he wanted 
done after his passing, the conversation 
was far from morbid. It was just that of 
two longtime friends chatting on the 
phone as we had done since 1959. AsI | 
headed into the underground garage I told 
him I would call the next day. : 
When I checked my cell phone that 
night shortly after midnight, I had a 
voice mail from our mutual friend Dale 
Simons telling me to call her no matter 
what the time. As I dialed I knew that 
there could be only one reason for her call. 


- The almost 65 year life of my friend Lou 


Belsky, K2VMR, had come to an end. 
That cell phone QSO a few hours earlier 
had been our last. And how ironically 
we had ended it with a term so familiar 
to those of us in Amateur Radio. The 
simple “73.” 

As I drove home, I hit the CD button on 
the car radio. I had no idea what album 
was in the player, but what came up was 
so apropos. It was Steven Schwartz song 
‘For Good” and the words went some- 
thing like this: TASS ct 

“It well may be, that we will never 
meet again in this lifetime. 

So let me say before we part, so much 
of me is made of what I learned from 
you. You will be with me, like a hand- ~ 
print on my heart. 

And now whatever way our stories 
end, I know you have re-written mine 
by being my friend...” 

de WAO6ITF 

— Bill Pasternak, WA6ITF, receives 
mail at 28197 Robin Avenue, Saugus, CA 
91350. His 24-hour/day voice and fax line 
is 805/296-7180. He can also be reached 
by e-mail to billwa6itf@juno.com or 
wabitf@ arnewsline. org. & 
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A OCWA Challenge: | 
The Stimulation Of Wonder 


ecause all of us who belong to 
B: Quarter Century Wireless 
Association are a part of an older 
generation that has been a minimum of 


25 years in the making, we are often seen 
as just a bunch of “old timers” who”are 


already over the hill: (how we got that 


way without ever having been on top of 
the hill remains an eternal mystery). We 
know that we often feel old and are get- 
ting older, aware that through the years 
we have lost much of the “wonder” that 
excited us when we were between the 
ages of 5 and 25. Truthfully, not much 
that happens shocks or surprises us any- 
more from the newspaper and television 
talking heads because we have seen or 
experienced it all: been there, done that, 
and have. the T-shirt to prove it. My dic- 
tionary shows a whole list of synonyms 
for the word “wonder,” words like 
amaze, astound, stun, stagger, surprise, 
shock, stupefy, daze, dumbfound and 
flabbergast. So when was the last time 
any of that list of descriptive adjectives 
applied to your emotions or reactions to 
the world around you? Been a while, 
huh? Yep, it rarely happens to us these 
days and the zest for them to capture or 
excite us seems to have gone that-a-way, 
along with the dodo bird and the CW 
requirement for Amateur licensing. 
Ah, but the wonder that accompanied 
a lot of our lives between 5 and 25 does 
really still exist, and when we find it 
we are charmed and stimulated by it 


Alan Pickering, KJ9N 


5-year old imp that is my youngest 
granddaughter. She is absolutely full of 
wonder at the experiences she encounters 
in pre-school, in play, and at home. 

My granddaughter’s biggest collection 
of things to wonder about these days is 
centered on the coming birth of a little 
sister, scheduled for the last week of 
April. You ought to see Sara Kate’s eyes 
light up when her mother, a registered 
nurse,.lets Sara Kate borrow her mom’s 
stethoscope and place its trumpet on 
mom’s tummy while. Sara Kate listens 
in with the earpieces. When she hears 
the thumping heartbeat of her little sister 
growing inside her mother, a physical 
and emotional transformation takes 
place right before your eyes. It is pure 


“wonder” for her to hear and imagine 


and expect what will be happening soon 
as Sara Kate thinks about having a baby 
sister to play with and to spoil. At the age 
of 5, Sara Kate is beginning a 20-year 
time (and perhaps, I hope, a lifetime) 
of being excited and energized by the 
experience of learning and discovering 


The NorCal 40A 


Transceiver Kit 


Sure, there are a few 40 meter CW kits. 
out there to choose from. But the 
NorCal 40A stands apart from the rest 
with a unique combination of custom 
features and big-rig performance. 


and satisfying her curiosity, of knowing 
what it feels like to be stimulated by | 
“wonder.” And she never seems to ever 
tire of seeking her mother’s permission | 
to listen to her baby sister. 

From an educator’s point of view (my 
professional work for most of my life), 
the emotion of “wonder” is experienced 
on a continuum that starts with simple 
curiosity and ends with inexplicable 
mystery. At the low end of the continuum 
are the kinds of questions and queries 
that all of us had between the ages of 5 
and 25, the kind that can be answered 


by alittle research in the dictionary, the 


library, the encyclopedia, or the internet. 
“You’ll wonder where the yellow went, 


’ when you brush your teeth with Pepso- 


dent” was, and is, a question that canbe — 
answered pretty easily by asking your 


‘dentist. You don’t even have to buy a tube 


of toothpaste to satisfy your curiosity. If 
curiosity killed the cat, then satisfaction 
brought her back. And “wonder” at this 
level is ordinary and normal to grow- 


ing up. 


Open up most QRP rigs and you'll 
find a rat's nest of wires. Open up a 
'40A~-a snap with our quick-release 
latches—and you'll find clean, no-wires 
construction that's worth showing off! 
Performance is equally impressive: of 
several popular ORP rigs, the '40A 

sted the best receiver sensitivity 
{-137dBm; see June '96 QST). With its 
fast QSK, 2W output, RIT, crystal filter 
and ultra-stable VFO, the 

‘40A is a joy to operate. 
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P.O Box 3422, Joplin, MO 64803-3422 (417) 782-1397 
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Add your own accessories, or outfit your 
NorCal 40A as pictured above with the 
legendary KCl Keyer and Morse- 
output Frequency Counter. The KC1 is 
so small it'll fit into any rig, but it’s a 
perfect match for the '40A. The KC's 
message memory and Iambic A and B 
modes provide operating flexibility. 
Running from batteries? The ‘40A and 
KC1 together draw only 20mA on 
receive! Please call or write for more 


details. 
NorCal 40A $139 
KC1 $ 45 


as never before. In my own life, I find 
that “wonder” alive and well whenever 
I spend time with the marvelous little 


Don't be center-loaded! 
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Or there is that song title that accom- 
panied me in Junior High School: “I 
wonder who’s kissing her now.” At 
that age, we'd giggle about just what 
her “now” was, but we still sang the 
tune, even though we knew it wasn’t all 
that much of a mystery as to who had 
replaced us in the early dating game. By 
gossip and by gosh, we usually found out 
who was kissing her now. 


I remember an old story about a 


‘woman who complimented her pastor at 
the door of the church as the worship ser- 
vice ended by telling him how much she 
learned every Sunday from his sermons. 
When he replied by asking her what she 
had learned that particular Sunday, she 
replied that, thanks to his sermon, she 
now knew that “Dan and Beersheba” 
_were place names in ancient Palestine, 
and not the names of a married couple, 
_a husband and wife, as she had earlier 
- believed, just like the more famous 
couple “Sodom and Gomorrah.” 
Another example, this one further 
along the continuum from curiosity to 
mystery is found in that little nursery 
rhyme, “Twinkle, twinkle, little star; 
How I wonder what you are. Up above the 
world so high, like a diamond in the sky.” 
When we ask the star, “I wonder what 
you are” then we have moved along the 
line from curiosity toward mystery, for 
the answer is one of complex astronomy, 
-having to do with quantum and particle 
physics, novas and black dwarfs, and the 
universe beyond just our one immediate 
galaxy. How I wonder. 
But then at the other end of the 
“wonder” continuum are the far deeper 


questions than those which represent: 


mere curiosity, but represent instead 
much more profound queries of the 
kind which truly stimulate wonder, 
questions that are often posed with the 
word “why.” By transposing just one 
word in our rhyme, we can discover 
that: “Twinkle, twinkle, little star; 
How I wonder why you are. Up above 
the world so high, like a diamond in 
the sky.” To ask why the stars shine is 
to express a deep and profound wonder, 


answers for which are more likely to. 


be found in philosophy or theology. 
Those are the questions that bring us 
back to the time between 4 and 24, back 
when so much of. life.-and so many of 
our relationships were full of mystery 


and wonder, 

So it seems to me that He Quarter 
Century Wireless Association could 
well benefit from recapturing that sense 
of wonder which we all once knew but 
which we may have ignored in recent 
years. I know that I often talk to friends 
and colleagues who tell me that they are 
exhausted, jaded, and knackered out by 


‘the wars and rumors of war with which 
they are confronted day after day. And 


I worry about the effect of that loss of 
wonder upon their ability to rise to the 
occasions when emotional strength 


and inner power are required for their 


personal survival. Will they — any of 
us, for that matter — ever recover the 


sense of wonder that I see in the face © 


and hear in the voice of granddaughter 
Sara Kate as she listens to her baby 
sister’s heartbeat? 

Some of you will remember that 
marvelous movie, “Good Morning, 
Viet-Nam.” Along with the pathos, set 
off by the humor, was a marvelous bit 


of music sung by Louis Armstrong: “I 


see trees of green, red roses, too. I see 
them bloom for me and for you. And I 
think to myself, what a wonderful world. 
I hear babies cry, and watch them grow. 
They’ll learn so much more than I will 
ever know, and I think to myself, what a 
wonderful world.” 

Yes, it is. It is a wonderful world. It 
is a world full of questions and many 
answers, but not all. It’s a world that the 
Quarter Century Wireless Association 
has the opportunity to enrich by the 
stimulation of wonder. It’s a world 
encompassing almost 200 separate 
chapters in almost 200 locations where 
kids from 4 to 94 await to be empow- 
ered and excited by the experiences and 
pleasures of Amateur Radio, standing by 
to be aroused and to energized by that 
same excitement which once motivated 
us to find and practice our great service 
hobby. Will you please consider joining 
me in that important enterprise, the 
stimulation of wonder? For we are the 
proud, the elite, and the many. We are 
the QCWA! 

Until next time, I remain yours, Alan, 
KJON. 

— Alan Pickering, KJON, can be 
reached by sending snail mail to: 31860 
Taylor Grade Rd., Duette, FL 33834; or 
by e-mail sent to: kj9n@arrl.net S 
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Libya from a YL's Perspective 


uth Geering, IT9ESZ, went on 
R: DXpedition to Libya. Here’s 
what she had to say. 

“Tt isn’t often you receive an invitation to 
participate at a long expected and dreamed 
DXpedition and the word “Libya” sounded 
’ great to me. I didn’t need much time to 
make the decision to go, but my family 
was reluctant. It took much time, patience 
and feminine tactic to convince them! To 
my husband, I often talked about all the 
incoming e-mails, the preparations of the 
team, the journey, the visa problems etc. 
and one day he asked me: Do you really 
want to go there? Well, of course, but only 
with your permission, I said. I got the per- 
mission as my birthday gift! 

“IT needed a personal visa and this 
made things much more complicated. 
Our two main organizers already had 
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Cheryl Muhr, NOWBY 


foreseen a date for this DXpedition for: 


March 2006 but the delay of the arrival 
of the visa made it impossible and they 
had to change the date for the last two 
weeks of November, which included the 
CQWW CW Contest. 

“T started the usual procedure for the 
demand of the visa quite early; luckily in 
Palermo we have the Libyan Consulate. 
In August, our maify organizer Andy, 
DJ7IK, told me that very soon I would 
receive the official invitation — the visa, 
directly from Tripoli. Nothing seemed to 
go wrong until the departure day came 
closer and I had no visa yet in my hands. 
As days passed, nothing arrived from 
Tripoli, but as often happens in Arabian 
countries, things take much longer than 
expected. Mustapha; DLIBDF, our man 
with Arabian roots who spoke perfect 
Arabic assured me that the visa would 
atrive in time, INSH’ALLAH! But ‘Allah’ 
never is in a hurry! Day after day, the 
promise for the visa was assured by phone 
calls from Mustapha, but nothing. What 


_ astress. At the Palermo Airport they told 


me that without the official invitation con- 
firmation from Tripoli, they would not let 
me take the plane, strict rules. Waiting 
was something I/we had to learn during 
our stay in Libya because the way. of 
estimating or measuring time in Libya or 
other Arabic countries is much different 
from ours, Two days before my planned 
departure, the blessed visa arrived, all 
written in Arabic, I could make out only 


my passport number. Let’s go! 


“The short trip from Palermo to 
Tripoli was OK. I was supposed to be © 


picked up at the staircase of the plane 
upon arrival at the Tripoli Airport, but 
nobody nearby, no known face, so I pro- 
ceeded to the main entrance, then to the 
passport control, where a gloomy-faced 
man asked me for the visa which was 
not in my passport, but peste to be 
deposited at his desk! 


“To make things short, I had to wait — 


for hours; my passport was confiscated, 
disappeared together with a guy, who 
remembered his face? Then finally a 
girl shouted out my name, asked for 
my passport, I denied having it, and 


- whatever she said was not understand- - 


able, her English was on a low level. 
She asked me for money to charge for 
the payment of the visa and I trustfully 
handed her 100 Euro and she disap- 
peared for an hour but came back with 
the rest of the money and the freshly 


stamped visa on my passport, cost 80 


Euro. Finally, at last! 


“The first thing I wanted to do was to. 


see the operating site. Some antennas 
could be seen from far away and this 


made my heart beat stronger. OMs at. 
work all over, open boxes with electronic - 


materials, ropes, cables, many laptops 
spread out on the tables; it was only the 
first day after the arrival of the team and 


still much had to be done, no woman- 
‘help ee I could go right ahead 
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and start! But I decided that this could 
wait until the next morning. It was great 
to see the OMs, some I knew- from the 
former two DXpeditions to Kerkennah 
TS7N. I was welcomed after four years 
with hugs and warm greetings. 

“I met the entire team at suppertime, 
which we usually took all together in 
the restaurant just below our operating 
level. The group was quite big, 27 oper- 
ators from eight different countries plus 
five non-Hams from Germany (wives, 
daughter, friends.) Among all OMs I 
had a prestigious place as the only YL 
operator and was respected, spoiled and 
I always found help in critical situations, 
mainly with the laptop or the antenna. 

“Friday morning 17 of November 
the last antenna was installed, farther 
away from the main operating site, with 
nearby a military observation point on 
a hilltop, present night and day. They 
also kept an eye on what was going on 
around them and at the site of the last 
antenna. They asked to move it further 
away from their watching position: too 
close by, they said. 

“The hotel gave us an entire large floor 
above the restaurant with a beautiful 
view over the beach and a large balcony 
on three sides with good access for all 
antennas. The stations for 10, 15, 20, 40 
and 80-meter SSB and CW found plenty 
of space; moreover we had room for 
tables, chairs, and an area for receiving 
visitors and VIPs (local TV, journalists, 
the Libyan radio). Our presence in town 

was well publicized from the media, sev- 
eral members of ASSAKER radio club 
came to see or control us while operat- 
ing (ASSAKER practically exists only 


SUCH A DEAL! 
Every month the 
ink-stained 
wretches here at 
WorldRadio send 


- out lots of good 
- Ham info. The 
monthly charge to 
you is less than a. 
cup of coffee at 
Starbucks. 


on the paper, the former club station of 
SAIA/SA1ACS). 

The first QSO from 5A7A was aired 
less than a day after the arrival on 
16 November 2006 with DK6ZZ in the 
presence of Andy, DJ7IK, our team 
leader, Mustapha, DLIBDF, the Arabic 
area coordinator and Ali, operator of 
the former 5A1A. The whole DX com- 
munity worldwide knew that 5A7A was 
ready to start! . 

The first Monday, an excursion to 
Sabratha, interesting archaeological 
site, was on the cultural program but I 
had already planned for several skeds 
with YL friends from many countries 
so I decided to stay in the hotel. For me, 


‘a full day of QSOs on many bands, we 


were few operators and had access to 
many empty stations. Just one week after 


the beginning of the transmissions we: 


had 52,000 QSOs, fantastic! 

_“To-use all radio sites, we made a 
working plan with three-hour shifts 
corresponding for 24/48 hours for each 
station, posted in the main shack where 
we could register our own operating 
time, predilection and mode, it worked 
out well. 

“Then finally the possibility of 
using WLAN and the internet resolved 
many problems: the on-line logs, (http: 
//5a7a.gmxhome.de/), then reading 
hundreds of e-mails, and also observ- 
ing how the DXpedition was going on 
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and how the world was taking it, and 
where things could be altered or had to 
be modified. The contact between the 
distant operating sites became easier; but 
not all problems were resolved only by 
the Internet connection! 

“The CQWW DX CW Contest in cat- 
‘egory “Multi/Multi” was supposed to be 
the highlight of our DXpedition, days 
before, the contest team prepared all 
meticulous, receiving-antennas for the 
search of multipliers, operating sched- 
ules. Nothing should go wrong and. at 
the end, the 5A7A team had 17,703 QSOs 
and over 46 million points in the list; this 
with the sunspots at minimum level! 

“Our team closed the transmissions 
at 7:00 p.m. on 29 November 2006. 
During 13 days we filled 112,232 QSOs 
in the log, hooray! For the 80 and 160M 
bands alone we had 25,674 QSOs, sset- 
ting a record of former DXpeditions. It 
‘was our goal to reach 50,000 QSOs, an 
aim set too low for us, because early in 
the morning after the Contest weekend, 
while Andy, DJ7IK, worked NA and 
Juki, JHINBN, the JA-area, they reached 
100,000 QSOs. 

“T left the team one day earlier. The 
stations and antennas were all carefully - 
dismantled, packed and addressed for air 
transport. Very few items went to the 
wrong place and reached their owners 
after a few days. 

“My departing day, I paid the hotel 
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bill, returned the room key and only 
then I was handed out my passport. The 
day before, I had paid for the “mark” in 
the passport, obligatory for leaving the 
country, and two friends escorted me the 
Tripoli Airport, making my departure 
easy and without problems. 

“IT wish to thank our local friends: 
Haytem, Ali, Tarik, Mohamed and others 
for the hospitality and friendliness, with 
ability they always resolved little upcom- 
ing local problems. A special, heartfelt 
thanks to Andy Lueer, DJ7IK, for his 
enormous work for thisDXpedition, with 
still much work to be completed, thanks 
to Jutta, our bookkeeper and treasurer; to 
Mustapha Landoulsi, DLIBDF, without 
him we never would have reached Libya. 
For all his trips to find a suitable site for 
our undertaking and for the engagements 
with Libyan people; last but not leats a 
special ‘Grazie’ to the whole team which 
made me feel at ease and welcomed. I 
would like to return to friendly and hos- 
pitable JAMAHIRYA!” : 
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YL Challenges for 2007 


Mary Moore, WX4MM, the President 
of the Young Ladies’ Radio League, Inc. 
is challenging members to keep a run- 
ning log of the YLs they talk to during 
2007, showing date, time, band, RST, 
name, and whether the YL is a YLRL 
member. Everything counts, nets, con- 
tests, ragchews, but it must be on the air 
via Amateur Radio. Each YL counts 
only once on each band. 

The Canadian Ladies’ Amateur Radio 


Association is turning 40 this year. 


There are quite a few things planned 
to celebrate the anniversary, including 
a challenge to work 40 YLs between 01 
January 2007 and 31 December 2007. 
This challenge is open to both YLs and 
OMs, so make it a great family event! 
Here are the details: 

Categories: 

¢ CW or Phone HF, VHF (includes 
repeaters), Digital (including Echolink, 
IRLP, RTTY, PSK31, etc.), or mixed 
modes if you have used more than one 


MANAGEMENT OF THE 
AMATEUR RADIO 
EMERGENCY 
COMMUNICATIONS 
FUNCTION 


by Jerry Boyd, MS, KW7J 
Chief of Police, Retired. — 


Jerry Boyd, KW7J, author of two 
previous emergency communications 
books, (both published by WorldRadio) 
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booklet discusses the specific manage- 
ment responsibilities which Emergency 
Coordinators and other EMCOMM 
managers have. It provides very helpful 
information for such managers on how 
to efficiently and effectively accomplish 
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to get your 40 contacts. 

¢ Contacts can be made on nets, but 
net operation should not be disrupted 
— courtesy should always be of 
prime concern so that the fine name 
of CLARA is not besmirched. If a net 
is busy, stations should QSY to make 
the contact, or make contact after the 
net has ended. Net Control Stations of 
CLARA or other nets can count check- 
ins as contacts, provided they get all the 
information needed. ; 

¢ Logs should include date of contact, 
name and call sign of the YL operator, 
and band or mode. Signal reports are 
not needed. ss 

Cost of the certificate in Canada, 
including postage is $5.00. For DX sta- 
tions the cost is $5.00 U.S. 

Submit logs by 01 March 2008 to Kathy, 
VE3GYL, on paper or electronically. 

Email to: ve3gy@gmail.com or 
postal mail to Kathy Steels VE3GYL, 
444 Jellicoe Crescent, London, Ontario, 
N6K2M5S. 

Many awards are available to both 
YLs and OMs can be done as a family. It 
can be a lot of fun to see who can get the 
contact first or work on collecting coun- 
tries, grid squares or YLs together. 


YLs Elected in 
Ham Community 

Melissa Norstrom, KD7IEM, was 
elected vice-president of the Tri-Cities 
Amateur Radio Club. Phyllis. Shanks, 
W2GLB, is their re-elected secretary. ' 

Elizabeth Simon, KK7VO, writes: 
“I was elected Ist Vice President of © 
the Klamath Basin Amateur Radio 
Association. I’m a little unclear on 
what my duties are but I have to do 
better than the last person who we 
never saw at a meeting after he was— 
elected!” Elizabeth is also currently 
teaching a class for new Hams. 

Where are you going? What are you 
doing on the air? Have YOU taken up 
or given any YL challenges? Don’t 
hesitate to let me know. I love to hear 
from you. Thanks for all the YLs writ- 
ing in and forgive me if it takes a bit to | 
get your answers. Send mail! See you 
on the bands. 

— E-mailmeatn®wbv @earthlink.net 


7 _or write to me at P.O. Box 342, Little- 


ton, CO 80160-0342. Thanks! Cheryl, — 
NOWBV. tke 


2 Hospital Bed CO COQ CQ 


ugust, 1962 was a busy time in 
A» life, as I had just gotten out 

of the Navy, got a new job, and 
was planning to make up for a lot of Ham 
Radio activity I had missed while in the 
service. I was fresh out of U.S. Naval 
Comm Techno. School, and my CW was 
as sharp as it was ever going to be, and 
my Johnson Navigator was pumping a 
mighty forty watts into my single ele- 
~ ment rotatable dipole. 
__ My father was a frustrated Ham of 
sorts; he never took the time to actually 


become one, but his interest was evident 
in his watching my QSOs. He must have | 


finally grown tired of hearing me talk of 
the EICO 730 modulator that I was going 
to buy as soon as my salary caught up 
with my talents, because one evening he 
came home from work with the missing 
link in my AM station, an EICO 730 
modulator kit. 

Well needless to say I thanked him 
properly, and promptly took the kit 
down to my modest size shack, and 
opened the kit, and marveled at the 
beginnings of my big time AM career. 
Well, to cut to the chase, I started the 
construction in earnest, but alas worldly 
things such as the opposite sex, made the 
construction a painfully slow process, 


that culminated in the completion of a— 


730, that, saw very little service, while 
this phase of my 24 year old life was 
going in many different directions. — 


QUARTER CENTURY WIRELESS ASSOCIATION, INC 


Licensed at least 25 years ago ? 
And licensed now ? 


Then you should belong to the 


Quarter Century Wireless Association 
For information write : 
Dept. R 
P.O. Box 3247 
Framingham, MA 01705-3247 
http://www.qcwa.org 


Bob Napoli, K2LGO 


My rebirth into AM, was a somewhat 
painful experience, and its inception was 
on a cold day about three years later in 
December of 1965. At the time I owned 
a service station, and because of poor 
communications, I found myself on the 
receiving end of the front bumper of a 
very large 1964 Oldsmobile that was in 
the shop for brake work. To make a long 
and painful story very short, I sustained 
two broken legs, below the knees, and 
my prognosis was bed for almost three 
months, as the casts were above my 
knees. 

I thought that I would probably go 
nuts in bed for'three months, as I could 
hardly stay in bed for eight hours. But 
after sitting in bed for a week or so, it 
came to me: HAM RADIO would save 
me, but how, as I was much too heavy 
with the casts to get out of bed? Then I 
realized that the crude table I had built 
for my temporary shack in this rental 
house had enough width to fit across 
the bed, it just needed to be raised about 
three feet. So I commissioned my Dad, 


_ and father-in-law to raise the table so it 


could fit over my bed, somewhat like a 
hospital feeding table, but with legs on 
either side of the bed. They incorporated 
some wheels, and viola, a table that could 
be rolled over my rented hospital bed, 
with all my gear. 

The antenna which had been hung pre- 
viously to my accident was brought into 


ANTIQUE RADIO CLASSHRED 


Antique Radio’s Largest-Circulation 


Monthly Magazine 
Articles - Classifieds - Ads for Parts & Services 
Also: Early TV, Ham Equip., Books, . 
Telegraph, 40’s & 50’s Radios & more... 
Free 20-word ad each month. Don't miss out! 
1-Year: $39.49 ($57.95 by 1st Class) 
palit Month Trial - $19.95. Foreign- Write. 
A R.C., P.O. Box 802-N14, Carlisle, MA 01741 
Phone: (978) 371-0512; Fax: (978) 371-7129 
Web: www.antiqueradio.com 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 


the bedroom I was using for my recu- 
peration, and with a few connections I 
was on the air. And so the Navigator was 
once again pumping RF to the outside 
world, and the Hammarlund HQ-100 
never sounded better, and for the first 
time in weeks, I thought I might retain 
my sanity. 

Needless to say, after about a week 
of brass pounding my thoughts turned 
to AM. With a little help from my 
family, I managed to interface the 
730 to the Johnson Navigator, work- 
ing from my bed. | 

With my hospital bed in the full sit 
up position, I loaded the Navigator, 
adjusted the audio drive on the 730, and 
called CQ-CQ-CQ de K2LGO..and lo 
and behold after more than a few tries, 
I made my first hospital bed mobile AM 
QSO! I was thrilled, even though it was 
with a local Ham only about five miles 
away. The lash-up worked very well and 
I put it to good use for the next six weeks 
of my recuperation. 

The rest of the story is history. Thank- 
fully my legs healed up well, but when it 
came time to get the casts off, I almost 
had mixed feelings, as twenty-four-hour 
access to Ham Radio can really spoil 
a guy. 

The Navigator is long gone, as is the 
HQ-100, but the memory of operating in 
bed will forever be with me. And even 
today as I operate with my fancy store- 
bought station, and directional antennas, 
I miss the simplicity, and fulFtime access 
of my 40 watts hospital bed mobile. & 


“Specialist in RF Connectors and Coax” 


Part No. 
PL-259/NB 
PL-259/AGT 
UG-21D/U 
UG-21B/U 
9913/PIN 


Description Price 
UHF Male Phenolic, USA made $375) 
UHF Male Silver Teflon, Gold Pin 1.00 10/$9.00 
N Male RG-8, 213, 214 Delta 3.25 
N Male RG-8, 213, 214 Kings 5.00 
N Male Pin for 9913, 9086, 8214 

Fits UG-21 D/U & UG-21 B/UN's 1.50 
UG-21D/9913  N Male for RG-8 with 9913 Pin 4.00 
UG-21B/9913 N Male for RG-8 with 9913 Pin 6.00 
UG-146A/U N Male to SO-239, Teflon USA 8.50 
UG-83B/U N Female to PL-259, Teflon USA 8.50 


The R.F. Connection . 

213 North Frederick Ave., #11 WR 
Gaithersburg, MD 20877 e (301) 840-5477 
800-783-2666 ¢ FAX: (301) 869-3680 
www.therfc.com 
Complete Selection of MIL-SPEC Coax, RF Connectors & Relays 
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ARIZONA 


Cochise ARA (CARA). Meets 1st Mon./ 
monthly, 7:00 p.m., club facility on Moson 
Rd., Sierra Vista, AZ. K7RDG/R 146.76(-) 
rptr.PL162.2 . 4/08 


Green Valley Amateur Radio Club. Meets 
7:00 p.m., 2nd Wed. of the mo. @ SAV Building. 
Nets daily on 40M. Weekly on 2M, & 20M in 
the summer. Come join us for breakfast every 
Wed. 7:00 a.m. Contact Gene WOKAD, 214N. 
Crocodile Rock Dr., Green Valley, AZ 85614 or 
520/207-4706 or theschou@cox.net. 11/07 


Old Pueblo Radio Club, (W7GV). P.O. Box 
42601, Tucson, AZ 85733. Meets 2nd Wed./ 
monthly, 7:15 p.m., Tucson Med. Ctr., Grant & 
Beverly St. in the AZ Bldg. Info: Ron, N7SPW, 
520/889-2998. 4/08 


CALIFORNIA 


Amador County ARC., P.O. Box 1094, Pine 
Grove, CA 95665. Meets ist Thurs./monthly, 
7:30 p.m., Jackson Sr. Ctr., 229 NY Ranch Rd., 
Jackson, CA 95642. Info. 146.835 10/07 


ARC of Anderson, (ARCA). P.O. Box 
1334, Anderson, CA 96007. Meets 2nd 
Thurs./monthly, 7:30 p.m., 3644 Avtech Pkwy, 
Redding, CA 96002. Net Tues., 7:30 p.m. on 
146.640(-) pl 88.5. www.qsl.nev/arca. Testing 
every 2nd Sat., of even months, info: 530/244- 
6456. 4/08 


Antelope Valley ARC, K6@X, meets at 
7:30 p.m 1st Thurs. each month at Larry 
Chimbole Cultural Ctr. (next to Palmdale 
Library) 38350 Sierra Hwy., Palmdale, CA.. 
Weekly net 8 p.m., Wed. 146.73 (—) pl 100.0. 
Monthly VE exams. Contact Gary Mork, 661/ 
948-8317; visit our website www.avarc.org or 
email kK6ox@arrl.net. 2/08 


Catalina Amateur Rptr., Assn. P.O. Box 425, 
Garden Grove, CA92842. Meets 2nd Sat..(even 
months) 8:00 a.m. Hometown Buffet, corner of 
Knott & Lincoln Ave., Buena Park, CA. Rptrs: 
AA6DP 147.09(+), 224.42(-) PL. 110.9 on 
Catalina Island; www.cara.nu 12/07 


Contra Costa Communications Club, Inc., 
WD6EZC/R. P.O. Box 20661, El Sobrante, CA 
94820-0661. Meets 2nd Sun./monthly (except 
May & Dec.), 8:00 a.m., Denny’s, El Cerrito, CA. 
145.110, 224.300, 444.275w/echolink 95025, 
PL 82.5 Info: V. Thompson, KE6FSU, 510/724- 
4966. 7/07 


Delta Amateur Radio Club, 2581 Harbor 
St., Pittsburg, CA 94565. Meets on the last 
Thursday @ 7:00 p.m. at the Environmental 
Center, 2581 Harbor, behind the fire station 1/2 
block South of East Leland Rd. Contact info: 
925/458-3164; n6nva@arrl.net. Weekly net @ 
7:00 p.m. on 146.535 .(S). 8/07 


Downey ARC Inc., W6TOI. Meets 1st Thurs./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Sussman Middle Sch. caf- 
eteria, 12500 S. Birchdale, Downey, CA. Nets: 
Tues. 7 p.m., 445.640(—) pl-156.7 & Thurs., 
7:30p.m., 145.595 simplex www.downeyarc. oe 
Info: dglenn@connect3. com 9/0 


East Bay ARC, Inc. Meets 2nd Fri./monthly, 
7:30 p.m., Salvtn Army, 4600 Appian Wy, 
El Sobrante, CA. Info: 510/233-7509, 
w6cus 1@juno.com. 6/07 


Fresno ARC meets 2nd Fri./monthly, 7 p.m., 
Cedar Lanes Bowling Alley, Cedar and Shields 
in Fresno. Net Sunday 7:00 PM on W6TO/R 
146.94(-) pl 141.3 HZ. Tech net Wednesdays 
at 7:00 pm on W6TO/R., www.w6to.com, or call 
Steve 559/392-4058.; na6g@wé6to.com. 2/08 


Golden Triangle ARC., P.O. Box 1335, Wil- 
domar, CA 92595. Meets 4th Mon./monthly, 
7:00 p.m., Rancho Water Dist. Boardroom, 
42135 Winchester Rd., Temecula, CA. Rptr: 


146.805 (—) PL 100. Info: Bill Smith, 951/678- - 


9120. E-mail: smith5365@verizon.net, web: 
www.gqsl.net/gtarc 2/08 


Independent Radio Club, WA6IRC meets 
at 7pm on the last Friday of the month at: 
the Lamplighter Restaurant, 5043 Van Nuys 
Blvd., Van Nuys, CA. We are a family-oriented 
radio club whose members are interested in 
all aspects of Amateur Radio. Check out our 
weekly nets Tuesdays. at 6 p.m. and Thurs- 
days at 8 p.m. on 445.340— PL 103.5 and 
224.480- PL 110.9. For more information go to 
www. ircradio.org or write 3624 Foothill Bivd., 
#1, La Crescenta, CA 91214. 11/07 


SO — ss — a i, 


Inland Empire ARC, P.O. Box 1433, On- 
tario, CA 91762 meets first Sat. monthly in the 
conference room at the Pomona First Federal 
Bank, 333 N. Euclid Ave., Ontario, CA 91761. 
Contact Chuck Sweeten AlI6l, 909/623-2933; 
ai6i@ca.rr.com for information. Talk-in 145-460 
—PL 77.0 4/08 


Livermore Amateur Radio Klub (LARK) 
meets 3rd Sat/monthly 0930L at Livermore 
City Council Chambers, 3575 Pacific Ave., 
Livermore. Talk-in KQ6DI rptr 147. 120 
+100Hz. Swap meet 1st Sun./monthly 0700L 
at Robertson Park. See website for more info: 
http://www. livermoreark.org 3/08 


Marin ARC. Box 6423, San Rafael, CA 
94903. Meets 1st Fri./monthly, 7:30 p.m., also 
every Sun., 8-11 a.m., Alto Clubhouse, 27 Shell 
Rd., Mill Valley, CA. Web: w6sg.net 12/07 


Mount Diablo ARC., P.O. Box 23222, Pleas- 
ant Hill, CA 94523. Meets 3rd Fri./monthly, 
7:30 p.m., Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, 1035 
Carol Ln, Lafayette, CA. Net Thurs. 7:30 p.m. 
147.06(+) PL 100Hz. License exams monihly, 
info: 925/288-1730. 12/07 


Orange County ARC meets 3rd Fri./monthly, 


7:00 p.m., Orange County Red Cross, 601 N. ° 


Golden Cir., Santa Ana, CA. Talk-in 146.550 (S). 
Contact Ken Konechy, W6HHC, 714/744-0217; 
www.w6ze.org 5/08 


Nevada County ARC meets 2nd Mon./ 
monthly, 7 p.m., Salvation Army Bldg., 10725 
Alta St:, Grass Valley, CA. Net Tues. 7 p.m. 
147.015, www.ncarc.org. For info. e-mail 
president@ncarc.org 12/07 


North Hills Radio Club monthly meetings 
at 7:30 p.m. on the third Tuesday at the North 


_ County Corporation Yard at Elkhorn Blvd and 


Don Julio Blvd. in Sacramento. Field Day, an- 
nual picnic, code classes, antenna builds and 
more! Contact Maynard Wright, W6PAP; P.O. 
Box 41635, Sacramento, CA 95841-0635; 
916/726-1673; k6is@arrl.net; www.k6is.org. 
5/07 


PAARA, Palo Alto ARA meets first Fri. 
at 7:00 p.m. monthly, Menlo Park Rec. Ctr., 
700 Alma St., Menlo, Park. Radio net Mon. 
8:30 p.m. 145.230 rptr., PL tone off. 
www.paara.org. Radio prize raffle, guests 
welcome. An active Amateur Radio club since 
1937. 


Palos Verdes ARC, K6PV. Meets 3rd 
Wed./monthly at Hesse Park’s community 
room, 29301 Hawthorne Blvd., Rancho Palos 
Verdes at 7:30 p.m. Contact David Scholler, 
KG6BPH, 310/373-8166, k6pv@arrl.net, 
www.palosverdes.com/pvarc/ 9/07 


Redwood Empire DX Assoc. meets 2nd 
Wed/monthly. Social hour at 1800 & dinner 
meeting at 1900, Mister McGoo’s Restaurant, 
1375 Petaluma Bivd., N, Petaluma, CA. Contact 
Fred Leoni, N6YEU; 707/431-8202. 2/08 


River City A.R.C.S. Meets 1st Tues./monthly, 
7:30:p.m., N. County Corp. Yard Facility, 5020 
Don Julio at Elkhorn, Sacramento, CA. License 
classes offered. Info: 916/492-6115. 12/07 


Sacramento ARC meets 2nd Wed./monthly, ‘ 


7:00 p.m.. Sac. Blood Ctr., 32nd St. & Stock- 
ton Blvd., Sacramento, CA. Info net, noon on 
rptr. W6AK/R 146.91(-). T. Preston, KQ6EO, 
916/722-9358 or L. Ballinger, WA6EQQ, 916/ 
393-4775; www.w6ak.org 2/08 


Sacramento “Old Timers” Amateur Radio 
Society & Sacramento Valley Chapter #169 
Quarter Century Wireless Assn (QCWA) 
Meets 2nd Wed./monthly, 8 a.m., Carrow’s 
Restaurant, 2800 J Street. All Radio Amateurs 
(young and old) are.invited. Phone Paul Wolf, 
WE6RLP, 916/489-8112: 7/07 


San Joaquin Valley ARS meets 1st Fri./ 
monthly at 7:00 p.m. Talk-in 146.82 —600 
offset PL 141.3. Sun. ‘net 6:30 p.m. VE test- 
ing sessions every quarter. Contact Carole/ 
W6TTf for more details, 559/288-7597 or 
w6ttf@amsat.org, website www.sjvars.com. 

6/07 


10/07 


Visit Your Local RADIO CLUB 


Santa Clarita Amateur Radio Club, Inc., 
W6JW. Meets monthly 3rd Wed — 7:00 p.m., 
Santa Clarita City Hall, 23920 Valencia Bivd., 
Santa Clarita, CA. 91355. Contact: David White, 
KO6FN, 661/297-7666. Talk-in: 146.790 (-) pl- 
123. Website: www.w6jw.org. Testing: 3rd Sat., 
odd months (start Jan) 8:00 a.m. City Hall; Ap- 
pointments: Ron Klein, KEVPV, 661/259-0948. 
T-Hunts 3rd Sat./monthly, 7:00 p.m. ARRL 
Special Services Club. Youth under 18, no 
membership charge! Lots of great programs 
& family activities. Something for everyone! 

12/07 


Sequoia Amateur Radio Club meets the 
second Saturday each month (except Decem- 
ber) at 9:30AM at the Kern River Valley Youth 
Center, 3640 Golden Spur, Lake Isabella, 
CA. VE exams follow at 11 a.m. each month. 
For more information contact Mike, KA6IYS, 
760/378-1028, www.sarg-krv.org or sarg- 
krv@mchsi.com. 4/08. 


Sierra Foothills ARC. P.O. Box 1005, 
Newcastle, CA 95658. Meets 2nd Fri./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Auburn Library (Beecher 
Rm.), 350 Nevada St. Thurs. nets 7:30 p.m. 
145.430(-) PL 162.2. Info: R. Kuepper, 
rkuepper@sbcglobal.net. “2/08 


Sonoma CRA, Inc. W6LFJ, P.O. Box 116, 
Santa Rosa, CA 95402; 707/579-9608. Meets 
1st Wed./ monthly, 7:00 p.m., 2050 Yulupa Ave., 
Santa Rosa. Net each Tues. 7 p.m., W6SON. 
Rptr. 147.315 MHz (+) PL 88.5 www.sonomac 
ountyradioamateurs.com 8/07 


South Bay Amateur Radio Club. P.O. Box 
536, Torrance, CA 90508. Meets 3rd Thurs./ 


monthly, 7:30 p.m., Torrance Memorial Hosp., _ 


3330 Lomita Bivd., Torrance, CA. Talk-in on 
W6SBA rpt. 224.38(-). Info: 310/328-0817; 
www.wé6sba.org 12/07 


Southern Sierra ARS meets 2nd Thurs./ 
monthly, 7 p.m., except Jul., 600 Dennison 
Rd., Tehachapi, CA 93561 (The club house 
at Mountain Aire Estates). Info: KD6KMN, 
661/822-5995. www.ssars.net, 147.06(+), 
224.42(-) PL 156.7. APRS 144.390(S) con- 
nect to W6PVG-3. ARES nets 7 p.m: 147.51(S) 
Mon. 1/08 


Stanislaus ARA, Inc. (SARA). P.O. Box 
4601, Modesto, CA 95352; Meets 3rd Tues./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Modesto Police N/E area 
Substation, 3705 Oakdale Rd., Modesto, CA. 
Net 1.2+4 Tues. 7:30 p.m. 145.390(—) PL136.5. 
www.saraclub.net 4/08 


Tri-County ARA (TCARA). Meets 7:30 p.m. 
2nd Wed monthly in the Administration Build- 
ing, Brackett Field, La Verne, CA, in the Pilot’s 
Lounge. Different guest speaker every month. 
Anyone may attend, Ham and non-Ham wel- 
come! Club net every Sun., 7:00 p.m. onthe 
Mt. Baldy Rpt. 145.440 MHz-600 PL 136.5; web 
site: www.tcara.org, e-mail: kK6agf@arrl.net 

12/07 


Victor Valley ARC. P.O. Box 869, Victorville, 
CA 92392. Meets 2nd Tue./monthly, 7 p.m., 
Lewis Ctr, 17500 Mana Rd., Apple Valley. 
Talk-in 146.94(-), PL 91.5. Net Sun. 7 p.m. 
146.94(-) 12/07 


West Coast ARC, (WCARC). P.O. Box 
2617, Costa Mesa, CA 92628. Meets 3rd 
Thurs./monthly, testing 6 p.m. meeting 7 p.m., 
St. James Anglican Church, 3209 Via Lido, 
Newport Beach, CA. Info: Russ, N6QZV, 
714/848-4501. 7/07 


Westside ARC — Los Angeles. P.O. Box 
642072, Los Angeles, CA 90064. Meets 4th 
Tues./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Red Cross Bldg., 


11355 Ohio Ave., W. L.A., CA(VA Ctr. grounds). 
Net Thurs., 7:30 p.m. 147.195+, PL100, web: 


www.wa6re.org 3/08 


Willits ARS, (WARS). P.O. Box 73, Willits, 
CA 95490. Meets 4th Monday at 7 p.m. at 
the Brooktrails Fire House 2 NW Willits, http: 
/iwww.k6mhe.com/wars. Talk-in: 145.130, PL 
103.5. 4/08 


Yuba-Sutter ARC has a breakfast/Board 
meeting monthly. Listen to our net on 146.085 
Mon. nights for info or call Herb Puckett, 530/ 
674-3648 or Clara Ansley, KC6JPP, 530/742- 
2674. 3/08 


COLORADO 


Boulder Amateur Radio Club (BARC) 
Meets 8rd Tues. monthly, 7 p.m., Valmont 
Community Presbyterian Church, 3262 N. 
61st St., Boulder, CO. Talk-in: 146.70(—) Info: 
BARC7@@arrl.net or www.qsl.net/w@dk/ 


11/07 


Denver Radio Club (DRC) meets 3rd Wed, 
7:30 p.m., St Joseph Episcopal Church, 
11202 W. Jewell, Lakewood, CO. Oldest club 
in Colorado (1 917). Net Sun8:30 p.m. 145.490 
rptr/100.0 ctcss. Gas net; wotx. org 

2/08 


Pikes Peak Radio Amateur Association 
(PPRAA) meets monthly at 7 p.m. on the 2nd 
Wed. of each month at the El Paso County 
Health Department, 305 S. Union Blvd. For 
more info, visit our website at www.ppraa.org 

5/07 


DELAWARE 


Sussex -ARA (SARA) meets 3rd Wed. 
monthly, Sussex County EOC in Georgetown 
@ 7:30 p.m. ARRL affliated. Rptr 147.075+ (PL 
156.7 Hz only when needed) covers Sussex 
County. Supports ARES®, special event com- 
munications services to public. and non-profits, 
Field Day, technical programs, & social events. 
Newcomers welcome. Contact N2JB@arri.net 
for more details. 8/07 


FLORIDA 


Englewood ARS. P.O. Bax 572 Engle- 
wood, FL 34295. Meets 3rd Thurs./monthly 
7:30 p.m. Englewood United Methodist 
Church, 700 E. Dearborn St., Englewood, FL., 
Rm: Fellowship Hall. info. Ken An- 
derson, W4JQT, 941/475-3172 or 
www.earsradioclub.org. 10/07 


Gulf Coast ARC. P.O. Box 595, New Port 
Richey, FL 34656. Meets 4th Mon./monthly, 
7:00 p.m., San Clemente East Club House, 
6909 Tierra Verde St., Port Richey, FL. Rptrs. 
146.67(-), 145.33(-), 444.650, serving all of 
Pasco County. 4/08 


Port St. Lucie ARA. P.O. Box 7461, Port St. 


Lucie, FL 34985. Meets 4th Wed./monthly, St. 


Andrews Luth. Church, 295 Prima Vista Blvd. 
Info: R. Cox, 772/340-4319; www.gsl.net/psiara 
or 146.955—. 


GEORGIA 


Coastal Amateur Radio Society (CARS) 
meets 1st Mon./monthly, 7:00 p.m., Southside 
Firestation #1, 10703 White Bluff Road, Sa- 
vannah, GA. 146.700(+) Pl. 100;147.210(+) Pl 
100; 147.330(+) Pl 100. Steve Jonas, pee 
912/355-6522, www.k4nix.com /07 


Honolulu ARC meeting 0900 for breakfast in 
Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Sep and Nov at the Sizzler 
Restaurant at Pearl Ridge. Contact John K1ER, 
808/484-9748. 1/0 


Bolingbrook ARS meets 3rd Mon. monthly, 
7:00 p.m. at Bolingbrook Fire Station Number 


5 on Rodeo Dr. Talk-in is usually.147.33 MHz © 


+0.600. ARRL affiliated club number: 1271. 
Club web page is www.k9bar.org. 8/07 


Dupage ARC, (DARC). P.O. Box 71, 
Clarendon Hills, IL 60514. Meets 4th Mon., 
7:30 p.m.(no meeting in July and Dec.), Holy: 
Nativity Church, 275 S. Richmond Ave., Clar- 
endon Hills (NE corner 55th St. & Richmond 
Ave.) Net Sun., 9 p.m. on 145.25. W9DUP 
rpts: 145.25(-) 107.2PL, 442.550(+), 114.8PL, 
224.68(-); 110.9PL; www.w9dup.org 3/08 


Fox River Radio League, www.frrl.org. 
Open meeting 2nd Tue./7:30 p.m. Prisco 
Center basement, 150’W. Illinois Ave., Au- 
rora, \L 60506-3158; 147.21 MHz (+600 kHz, 
103.5 Hz), 444.30 MHz. (+5 MHz, 114.8 Hz, 
IRLP), 2M net Tue. 7:30 p.m., except 2nd Tue. 
P.O. Box 673, Batavia, IL 60510-0673. 11/07 


Hamfesters Radio Club, W9AA. P.O. Box 
42792, Evergreen Park, IL 60805. Meets 1st 
Fri./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Crestwood Civ. Ctr., 
139th & Kostner, Crestwood, IL. Nets: Sun. 
(local) 0100 UTC, 28.410 MHz; Mon. 9 p.m. 
146.43 S., Packet mailbox 145.65 MHz. Info: 
708/687-5057; www.hamfesters.org 12/07 


Peoria Area ARC, (PAARC). P.O. Box 3508, 
Peoria, IL 61612. Meets 2nd Fri./monthly,7 p.m. 
at Red Cross Chapter House, 311 W. John 


4/08 | 


? 


Gwynn Jr. Ave., Peoria, IL. Superfest each . 


Sept.. Rptrs: 147.075(+) & 146.85(-). Web: 
www.w9uvi.org; e-mail: w9uvi@arrl.net. Voice 
mail: 309/692-3378. 12/07 
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To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


Schaumburg ARC. P.O. Box 68251, 
Schaumburg, !L 60168-0251. Meets 3rd 
Thurs:/monthly, 7 p.m., Schaumburg Com- 
munity Recreation Center, located at 505 N. 


Springinsguth Rd., which is the intersection: 


of Bode and Springinsguth roads. Usu- 
ally a presentation follows our normal club 


meeting. See website for more details http: 


/www.n9rjv.org, David Dietrich, 847/798-5248; 
sarc.membership@yahoo.com. 1/08 


Wheaton Community Radio Amateurs 
meets 1st Fri/monthly, 7:30 p.m. at the First 
Presbyterian Church (Jefferson and Ellis 
streets) in Wheaton. All are welcome. See our 
website at www.w9ccu.org for all club info or call 
630/604-0157. Annual Hamfest each January. 

Rptrs: 145.390 (-) 107.2, 444.475 (+) 114.8. 
9/07 


York Radio Club meets at 8 p.m. on the Third 
Friday of every month at the City of Elmhurst 
Fire Training Facility, 910 N Addison, Elmhurst, 
IL 60126 Talk in 442.875 + 5 PL 114.8. For 
Information — Les Otto, 630/833-7371. 4/08 


: LOUISIANA 


Baton Rouge ARC meets last Tue./monthly, 
7 p.m., St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 8833 
Goodwood Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA. Net: 
146.79MHz, 8:30 p.m. Sun. www.brarc.org 
e-mail: brarc@cox.net 7/07 


Delta DX Association ARC meets on our 
repeater every Tuesday night at 8:00 p.m. lo- 
cal time. At 147.360 (+), sub-audible tone 67. 
Contact John Uhl, W5ZE, 504/347-0272 for info. 
Or at w5ze@cox.net. And on our club website ~ 
www.deltadx. net. 


3/08 


x 


MARYLAND 


Maryland Mobileers ARC, (MMARC). 
P.O. Box 935, Severn, MD 21144. Meets 1st 
Fri./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Henry L. Hein Public 
Safety Bldg., 7480 Baltimore Annapolis 
Blivd., Glen Burnie, MD_21061. Info net. Mon. 
8:30 p.m. on 146.805 (-), tone 107.2 Hz 
http:// www.mobileers.org 


11/07 


MASSACHUSETTS 


Boston ARC meets 3rd Thurs. 7:30 p.m. - 


(except July/Aug) at Newton Police Hats., 
1321 Washington St., Newton. Talk-in: 
145.23MHz(-) PL 88.5, www.barc.org, email: 
w1bos@arrl.net. 12/07 


Framingham Amateur Radio Association 
meets the first Thursday of the month Sept-June 
at 7:30 p.m. in the basement of the Danforth Mu- 
seum, Framingham, MA. Contact Gordy K1GB 
at 781/891-5572 or email k/gb@arrl.net. 

x 12/07 


Hampden County Radio Assoc. (HCRA) 
meets at 7:30 p.m., 1st Fri/Sep-June, Feeding 
Hills Congregational Church, 21 North Westfield 
St., Feeding Hills, MA 01030 (next to Dunkin 
Donuts). Visit www.hcra.org for meeting topics, 
maps, Ham class info, contact information and 
more. 3/08 


Wellesley Amateur Radio Society (WARS), 
meets mthly 3rd Tues. (except July & August), 
7:30 p.m. at Kingsbury Room, Wellesley Po- 
lice Station, 485 Washington Street (Rt 16), 
Wellesley, MA. Net Weds. 8 p.m. on W1TKZ 
repeater 147.030 MHz+600 kHz, also 444.600 
MHz+5NHz (PL tone 88.5Hz) linked on 2M 
147.030+600 kHz W1TKZ repeater. Website: 
http:/wars.krl.com/. 3/08 


MICHIGAN 


_ Genesee County Radio Club, Inc. Meets 
3rd Tuesday of the month during school year. 
7:30 p.m. Davison High School, 1250 N. Oak 
Rd., Davison, Ml; www.gsli.net/w8acw/, e-mail: 
k8jg@comcast.net. 10/07 


_ Hiawatha ARA of Marquette Co. P.O. Box 
1183, Marquette, MI 49855. Meets 1st Thurs./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m. Marquette County Health 
Department, R. Schwenke, N8GBA, 906/249- 

3837; www.gsl.net/k8lod 12/07 


_ L’Anse Creuse ARC meets Sept.-June. 
ARRL Special Service Club. Meeting place: 
L’Anse Creuse High School, on Reimold, just 
off Crocker Blvd. Field Day; club repeater; an- 
nual Fox Hunt. Contact L.C.A.R.C. Box 180072, 
' Utica, MI 48318-0122; n8lc.org. 4/08 


| EE A See eee es 

Ogemaw-Arenac ARS (K80AR) meets 
1st Wed/monthly, 7 p.m., Mills Twp Hall, 2441 
Greenwood Rd., Skidway Lk, Prescott, MI. VE 
‘exams 3rd Wed/monthly, 7 p.m. Mon 2M net 
9 p.m. 146.940. www.k8o0ar.com 2/08 


Top of Michigan ARC, NM8RC meets 
second Tuesday of each month at the Public 
Library in Gaylord, MI. With talk in on 146.820 
(tone 118.9). Weekly nets Classes for all 
Amateur Radio, Regular Testing sessions, 
Fox Hunts and much more. Stop in and see 
us on the web www.nmé8rc.org or call Jerry at 


MINNESOTA 


Saint Paul Radio Club meets the first Friday 
of each month 7:30 p.m..at the University of 
St. Thomas, Murrary-Herrick Student Center in 
St, Paul, Minn. Talk-in. 145.31. Monthly VE ex- 
ams. Nets Wednesdays 145.31 at 7:30 p.m. and 
28.310 at 8:00 p.m.; www.stpaulradioclub.org 
for more information. 12/07 


St. Cloud ARC meets 3rd Thurs./monthly, 
7 p.m., Radio Club Bldg., 401 4th St. N., Waite 
Park, MN 56387. Info: 320/255-1410, 146.94 
or 147.015 or www.w@sv.org/. 4/08 


NEVADA 


Las Vegas Radio Amateur Club, P.O. Box 
27342, Las Vegas, NV 89126. Meets 2nd Tues. 
monthly, 7 p.m., Comm. Rm. NV Power Bldg., 
6226 W. Sahara Ave., Las, Vegas. Net Tues., 
7 p.m. Rotr: 146.94 MHz(—)PL 100 Hz. 
Info: Howard, K3HM, 702/243-8672, 
www.Ivrac.org. 5/07 


Sierra Intermountain ERA, (SIERA) meets 
8rd Thurs./monthly, 7 p.m., Carson Valley 
United Methodist Church, 1375 Centerville 
Lane, Gardnerville, NV. Info: G. Uebele, 
WW7E, 775/265-4278; ww7e@arrl.net, Rot. 
147.330 MHz. 4/08 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 


Central New Hampshire Amateur Radio 
‘Club, CNHARC, meets 1900 ET 1st Tue/ 
monthly. Location, info & programs announced 
on our website, http.//www.cnharc.org/. All are 
invited to attend. Refreshments served. Open 
Repeaters 147.390 + or 146:985 — PL: 123.0. 

5/07 


Port City ARC, (PCARC),W1WQM. P.O. 
Box 1587,.Portsmouth, NH 03802. Meets 1st 
Wed./monthly (Sept.-June), 7:30 p.m., Pisca- 
taqua Fish & Game Clubhouse, end of Tuttle 
Lane, Greenland. Rptr. 145.150(—) PL 127.3, 
110.9, 88.5; Info: Rick Miller, n?zxz@arrl.net; 
www.w1wgm.org 


5/07 
NEW JERSEY 


Bergen ARA (BARA), K2ZO, 286 Ridgewood 
Blvd. N., Twp. of Washington, NJ 07676. Meets 
1st. Sunday/monthly, 7:30 p.m. American Red 
Cross, 74 Godwin Ave., Ridgewood, NJ 07450. 
Nets: 28.350 MHz., Mon. 9 p.m., 146.79(-) 
Wednesday 9p.m.; www.bara.org. 12/07 


The Garden State ARA, (GSARA). Meets 1st 
Wed./monthly, 8 p.m., Fort Monmouth MARS 
Station; Eatontown, Nu. Info: B. Buus, W20D, 
732/946-8615. 6/07 


Jersey Shore Amateur Radio Society 
(JSARS). P.O. Box 295, Toms River, NJ 08754. 
Meets every Thurs., 7:30 p.m. Riverwood Park, 
Toms River, NJ 08755. 2nd Thur. club meeting, 
3rd Thur. ARRL VE Session. Contact WA2NDA, 
Ed'732/279-4327, wa2nda@comcast.net. Toms 
River, Repeater 146.910 PL 127.3. Traffic Net 
every night 7:30 p.m. three Hamfests yearly, 
Field Day, Toms River Founder’s Day, ARRL 
Special Service Club. wwwjsars.com. 5/07 


North America DX Association (NADXA). 
P.O. Box 357 Bradley Beach, NJ 07720. Jer- 
sey Coast Chap. 1'meets 4th Mon./monthly, 
7:00 p.m. Contact: Mike, KC2Q, 732/927- 
0171; ke2q@arrl.net; nadxa@juno.com; 
wr2dx@yahoo.com. 8/07 


South Jersey Radio Assoc., (SURA), K2AA, 
meets Jan.—Oct., 4th Wed./monthly, 7:00 p.m. 
(Nov.—Dec., 3rd Wed), The Gibson House, Main 
Street, Marlton NJ. Talk-in: 145.290(-) rptr. 


12/07 


NEW YORK 


Amateur Radio Assoc. of the Tonawandas, 
(ARATS). P.O. Box 430, No. Tonawanda, NY 
14120.’ Meets 3rd Tue./monthly (except Jul. 
& Aug.), 7:30 p.m., Sweeney Hose Co., 499 
Zimmerman St., No. Tonawanda, NY. Talk- 
in: 146.955(—) PL 151.4 rptr. W2SEX, http: 
//W2SeX.0rg 4/08 


Genesee Radio Amateurs, (GRAM). P.O. 
Box 572; Batavia, NY 14021-0572. Meets 
3rd Thurs./monthly, 7:00 p.m. (except Jul, 
Aug, Dec), Salvation Army Community 
Center, 529 E. Main St., Batavia, NY. URL: 
http://www. geocities.com/gram_radio_club/ 
index.html 12/07 


Hall of Science ARC. P.O. Box 150131, Kew 
Gardens, NY 11415. Meets 2nd Tue./monthly, 
Hall of Science Bldg., 47-01 111 St., Flushing 
Meadow Park, 8:00'p.m. Info: Voice mail 718/ 
760-2022; www.hosarc.org 7/07 


Orleans County ARC, (OCARC). Meets at 
the Orleans County EMO 14064 W. County 
House Rd., Albion, NY 14411, 2nd Mon./ 
monthly 7:30 p.m. Contact: Marion Toussaint, 
KA2BCE, 585/798-0861. 7/07 


Yonkers ARC, (YARC) meets 2nd Sun./ 
monthly, 10 a.m., 1st Pct., Yonkers Police 
Station, E. Grassy Sprain Rd., Yonkers, NY. 
Info: P.O. Box 378, Centuck Sta., Yonkers, 
NY 10710. 914/237-5589. 146.865(-), 
440.150(+). 3/08 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Azalea Coast ARC Wilmington, NC meets 
8rd Tue.- odd months-UNCW, even McDaniel 
Farms, 614 S. College Rd., Mon. ragchew 
9:00 p.m. 147.180+(open). ARRL Affiliate. VE 
Test Sessions 10:00 a.m., 2nd Sat even mos 
@UNCW. See web page @ www.ac4rc.org. 
Info: Bill AG4PA, 910/793-3631. 4/08 


Cape Fear Amateur Radio Society (CFARS) 
meets 3rd Mon/monthly 7:30 p.m. at Methodist 
College, 401 N, Fayetteville, NC. VE test ses- 
sions 2nd Sat/odd months/9 a.m. at Methodist 
College. K4MN repeaters 146.31/91, 449.40/ 
444.40, W4EBM on 52.81/53.81, WA4FLR Fort 
Bragg 147.93/147.33, ARRL Special Service 
Club; P.O Box 36106, Fayetteville, NC 28303 

2/08 


Stanly County ARC Albemarle. Meets 4th 
Thurs./monthly 7 p.m., Stanly Community Col- 
lege. Talk-in 146.985 (—) tone 100 Hz. Nets: 
Wed. @ 9 p.m. Club/ARES Net on 146.985. Fri., 
@ 9 p.m. Tech Net. 147.390 (+) Tone 100 Hz. 
Contact: Bill Greene, K4VET 704/463-1202. 

7/07 


Ashtabula County ARC. K. Stenback, 
W8KS 440/964-7316 County Vo-Ed School, 
Jefferson, OH. Meets 3rd Tue./monthly, 
7:30 p.m.,; County rptr., 146.715(-). 5/07 


Central Ohio Operators Klub Extra - Nov- 
ice (COOKEN) club call W8TNX. We hold 
business meetings (aka bull sessions) at a lo- 
cal restaurant on the second Saturday of each 
month. The location is the Donatos Pizzeria in 
Pataskala, located at: 610 E Broad St., Patas- 
kala, OH 43062-7574; phone: 740/927-3791, 
101 Blacks Rd., SE., Henron, OH 43025. Fritz, 
WD8E, Pres. 11/07 


Clyde ARS (CARS) meets 1st Tue./monthly, 
7:30 p.m., Municipal Bldg., Clyde, OH 43410. 
NF8E rptr. 145.35(—-) and 442.625(+) MHz. Net 
Sun. 9 p.m. Info: E. Remaley, KA8CAS. 7/07 


Umpqua Valley ARC, Inc. P.O. Box 925, 
Roseburg, OR 97470. Meets 3rd Thurs./ 


monthly, 7:00 p.m., Douglas County Court 
House, #310, Roseburg, OR. Info: K7AZW 
541/784-3621 or 146.90(—) (PL100), Attp: 
/iwww.qsl.net/aa7gc/uvarc/home.htm! 


12/07 


PENNSYLVANIA 


Columbia-Montour ARC (CMARC), meets 
at the Shilo Bible Church Meeting Hall in Espy, 
PA. 2nd Tues/monthly at 7:30 pm. Contact Bob 


Foster, K3QIA at 570/752-5332 for info, Talkin — 


147.225 +600. 3/08 


RF Hill ARC meets at 7:30 p.m. last 
Thursday/monthly, Silverdale Fire Com- 
pany, Routes 113 and 152, Silverdale, PA. 
Info: J. Soete, WA3YLQ, 215/723-7294, 
wa3ylq@hotmail.com 11/07 


Wattsburg Wireless Association meets 
monthly 2nd Tues., at 7:00 p.m. Rm. 107 use 
District Justice Entrance. Everyone Welcome! 
Have Saturday morning classes available. 
Contact Name: Floyd Titus, WA3LCO, 
814/825-8599; wwa@wattsburg-wireless.us, 
www.wattsburg-wireless.us. 4/08 


TENNESSEE 


Lakeway Amateur Radio Club meetings 
are the last Thursday each month 7:00 pm, 
Morristown/Hamblen Cty. Library (rear right- 
side); Nets: Tues.-8:30 pm., 147.030 Repeater, 
club call W2!IQ. 11/07 


North Richland Hills ARC. Meets monthly 
4th Monday @ 7 p.m. NRH Fire Station 
7202 Dick Fisher Drive North. Club website: 
www.nrharc.org, Contact: Dave Routzon Presi- 
dent — w5gt@arrl.net, PO Box 821426 North 
Richland Hills, TX 76180; 817-721-8997. 

5/07 


UTAH 


Dixie Amateur Radio Club meets the third 
Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m., at the 
St. George Community Building located at the 
Senior Citizens Center, 245 North 200 West, St. 
George, Utah. A VE Test Session is held prior 
to the meeting at 6:00 p.m. Pre-registration is 
not required. Visit our website for additional 
information, www.dixieham.org. Send e-mail 
to w7drc@arrl.net. 12/07 


Utah Amateur Radio Club meets the first 
Thursday of each month except July and August 
on the University of Utah Campus, Engineering 
and Mines Classroom Building, Room 103. We 
offer ARRL VE testing on the first Saturday of 
even numbered months. Pre-registration is re- 
quired, contact Gordon Smith, 801/582-2438. 
Visit our website, www.utaharc.org; send email 
to uarc@utaharc.org, or contact the Ham Hot- 
line 801/583-3002. 4/08 


VIRGINIA 


Albemarle Amateur Radio Club (AARC) 
meets the second Tues. monthly at 7:30 p.m., 
held at the National Radio Astronomy Observa- 
tory, 520 Edgemont Rd., in Charlottesville, VA. 
Club repeaters: 146.760, 146.925, 444.250, 
224.760 (PL 151.4). Weekly nets on 146.760 
— info. net on Mon. at 7:00 p.m., emergency 
net on Thurs. at 8:00 p.m. Quarterly testing 
sessions — contact ww46w@arrl.net. Website: 
www.wa4ttz.org. Info: Jay, K4AZV, 434/263- 
5795. 10/07 


Mt. Vernon ARC, K4US (MVARC). Meets 
2nd Thurs./monthly (except Jul. and Dec.), 
7:30 p.m., INOVA Mt. Vernon Hospital, 2501 
Parkers Ln., Alexandria, VA. Contact: Bob, - 
KT4KS, 703/765-2313 or 146.655-. 10/07 


Virginia Beach ARC meets ist Thurs./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., St. Andrews Methodist 
Church, Tucson Rd. & Princess Anne Rad., 
Info: Bob Zabot K4NTO, 757/395-4489, or 
www.vbarc.com 12/07 


WEST VIRGINIA 


Jackson County ARC, meets 1st Thurs./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Ripley VFD. Net Mon. 
9 p.m. on 146.67(-) Info: Roy Moore, KB8ZSG, 
25 Daniels Run Rd., Spencer, WV 25276, e- 
mail afa2ax@yahoo.com. 4/08 


Tri-State ARA meets 3rd Tues./monthly, 
7 p.m., Museum of Radio & Tech., 1640 Flor- 
ence Ave., Huntington, WV 25701; 304/525- 
8890. 


9/07 


University ARC (UARC) meets the 1st 
Tuesday of each month on the University of 
Wyoming Campus, Laramie, WY. Contact 
John M. Harrison, KD7NAE, 307/745-5833, 
johnmh@uwyo.edu for location, details and 
/or to be included on the email list for UARC 
website http:/uwacadweb.uwyo.edu/uarc/ 

3/08 


For information on how to get 
your club listed in 
“Visit Your Local Radio Club,” 
plus receive many other benefits, 
write to: 

Club Liaison, 
WorldRadio 
2120 28th Street 
Sacramento, CA 95818 
http://www.wr6wr.com 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 
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3) WITH THE HANDI-HAMS 


High-Frequency Operation for 
Beginners (HF Newbies) 


very so often one of our readers 
comes up with a really great idea. 
Well, OK, I have to admit that 
most of the time that’s where I’m getting 
“my” ideas! Last week, George, NOSBU, 


suggested that our local-radio club take. 


a meeting program time slot and offer 
some tips on HF operation. | 

“There are a lot of new HF ops out 
there,” says George. 

What can I say? We decided to offer an 
online audio lecture series to Handiham 
members, and this is how it begins: 

Welcome to the wonderful world of 
high-frequency radio-operation! We 

‘are offering this. minicourse because so 
many new HF operators are on the air 
right now or will be on the air very soon 
due to changes in FCC rules and regula- 
tions. 40 years ago, when I first got my 
Ham Radio license, new. Hams began 
their Ham Radio careers on the short- 
wave bands with Novice class licenses. 
Today, things are quite different. New 
hams get to start out on the VHF and 
UHF bands, usually preferring to begin 
with 2M repeater operation. The first 
radio for many new Hams is a handheld 
2M transceiver, which is used to access 
several local repeaters. As a result, the 
kind of operation new Hams are most 
familiar with is repeater operation in a 
local area. 


HamTestOnline— 


Web-based training for the 
ham radio written exams 


> Quick, easy way to learn. 

> 100% guaranteed — you pass the 
exam or get your money back. 

> Better than random practice tests. 

> Provides additional information. 

> Presents concepts in logical order. 

> Tracks progress on each question. 

> Focuses on your weak areas with 
“intelligent repetition”. 

> Better than books — question drill 
keeps you engaged. 

> Try our free trial. 


www.hamtestonline.com 


48 WorldRadio, May 2007 


possible, are now available’ 


Patrick Tice, WAOTDA - 


Of course things are always 
changing. EchoLink and IRLP, 
both of which connect local 
repeaters to the Internet and 
make worldwide operation 


to Technician Class Amateur 
Radio operators. As you might 
expect, although EchoLink 
operation has many similarities 
with repeater operation, there 
are some differences. World- 
wide operation, even through 
EchoLink, is certainly not the 
same as working stations only 
on RF in our local area. 

And here’s something else: 
with the new rules changes, all 
Technician class operators now 
have some HF privileges. These are the 
same privileges that were available only 
to so-called “Tech plus” licensees in the 


past. That means if you are a Technician, ° 


you now have some phone privileges on 
the 10M band. 


If you are a Technician class operator 


who has recently upgraded to General, 
you may never have been on the HF 
bands in the past and now you find that 
the world is open to you via HF. 

It is important to consider how you 
are going to make your first appear- 
ance on the HF bands. You don’t want 


Built-in Sound Card! 


Only $99.95 + Shipping 


Model SL-1+ still just $69.95 


www.tigertronics.com 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


Pat (left) and son Will, KCOLJL, get on the HF - 
bands. Early guidance is Orr for new HF 
Ne) calranada 


All New SignaLink USB! 


Once again Tigertronics sets the pace in digital operating! 
The SignaLink™ USB combines the legendary perform- 
ance of our SL-1+ with a state of the art “built-in” USB 
Sound Card. This ground breaking innovation delivers top 
notch performance while eliminating the need to attach to — 
your existing sound card. Front panel controls and simpli- 
installation make this the ultimate interface! 
The SignaLink™ USB supports all sound card digital and 
voice modes and works with all radios. It is fully assem- 
bled and comes complete with printed manual, software, 
and all cables. Visit our website for the exciting details! 


fied 


Li gerironics 
vied Pass, Oregon 


Tigertronics 154 Hillview Drive Grants Pasi: Oregon 97527 


to embarrass yourself by using incor- 
rect procedures, and you want to make’ 
plenty of contacts and have lots of fun. 

We are going to help you accomplish | 


this during this “High-Frequency 


Operation for Beginners” minicourse. 


‘If you have any questions, we want you 


to e-mail us right away and get them 
cleared up. Remember, this is “Ama- 
teur” Radio... we are not professionals 
and most of us have made a mistake 
or/two in our Amateur Radio careers. — 
Well, actually, I have made a lot more 
than that but I am not going to reveal - 


f 


Order Toll Free! 


800-822-9722 
541-474-6700 


the true number or I would have to walk 
around with a paper bag over my head 
to conceal my embarrassment! Let’s 
start out with some of the basic basics. 
These are some of the things that you 
are going to use right away or at least 
very soon after you get on the air on the 
worldwide shortwave bands. 

Our top 10 suggestions for having a 
great HF experience on the air: 

1. Know how to identify your station 
and the other station properly. 

2. Learn the standard phonetic alpha- 
bet and use it regularly. 


3. Know how to call CQ and how to . 


answer a CQ. 

4. Learn the art of listening before 
transmitting. 

5. Know what is in a typical contact 
and how to efficiently exchange informa- 
tion with other stations. 

’ 6. Have operating aids, such as fre- 
quency charts and your phonetic alpha- 
bet “cheat sheet” at your fingertips. 

7. Keep alog book. _ 

8. Know your radio — controls 
and settings, microphone position- 
ing, and any other basics specific to 
your equipment. _ 


9, Start with domestic contacts before. 


trying to work DX. 
10. If something isn’t working right, 


the best of BEASLEY 


by Bob Beasley, K6BJH 


~ Alook at Amateur Radio’s 
light side — whimsical cartoons 
_ from the pen of Bob Beasley. 
Great gift idea, too! 


$8.00 plus $2.00 S&H. 
CA residents please add $.62 tax. 


WorldRadio Books 


P.O. Box 189490 | 
Sacramento, CA 95818 


or you are not making contacts and you 
don’t know why, be sure to ask us or 
a member of your local radio club for 
some help. 

We will handle all of the above topics in 
turn, giving you some ideas about how to 
get on the air and have fun while still stick- 
ing to tried and true procedures that have 
come to be the best practices in Amateur 
Radio operation over the years. You will 
enjoy operating on the HF bands, which 
open up a world of shortwave fun and 
excitement for you. Yes, HF is a lot differ- 
ent from 2M repeater operation. You will 
notice that I did not say it is better or worse 
— it is simply different. And because it is 
different, we have to learn a few different 
things about how to operate. 

Would you like to listen in along 
with Handiham members? Just head 
for www.handiham.org and follow the 
directions, or drop our office an email. 

— Courage Handiham System, 3915 
Golden Valley Road, Golden Valley, 
MN 55422; Toll-Free: 1-866-426-3442; 
email: hamradio @courage.org & 
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©) 
The Case for Good OQRP Project Cases 


Richard Fisher, KI6SN 


avvy entrepreneurs who develop 

business models sharply focus- 

ing on QRP homebrewers have 
not been blind to that part of the 
market that satisfies the needs of 
builders who don’t necessarily want 
to purchase full-blown kits. 

A fine demonstration of this phe- 
nomenon involves American Morse 
Equipment and Hendricks QRP Kits 

both of whom offer specially 
designed project enclosures targeting 
the homebrewer who wants a rugged, 
good looking home for his latest 
transmitter, receiver, transceiver or 
other station accessory. 

According to American Morse’s 
‘Doug Hauff, W6AME, the AA-1 
Altoids Alternative Enclosure is 

“CNC hogout” machined from 
6061-T651 aircraft aluminum that is 
slightly larger than an Altoids tin. It 
is 3.60-inches long, 2.25- mene. aide 
and .925 inch tall. 

What’s particularly nice aur this 
box is its slide-away top cover. The 
user has “instant access” to the inside 
with a “unique sliding cover system.” 

“Protect your rig or accessory with 
a ‘bulletproof’ enclosure,” ‘AME says, 
adding that it’s an “aerospace qual- 
ity enclosure to replace that flimsy 
(Altoids) tin box.” f 

AME prices that AA-1 at $24 for 
orders in the U.S.; $34 for DX. Cali- 
fornia residents pay $25.80, which 
accounts for state sales tax. 

Checks and money orders should be 
made payable to San Luis Machine 
Co. and sent to: American Morse 
Equipment Orders, San Luis Machine 
Co., Unit F2, 200 Suburban Rd., San 
Luis Obispo, CA 93401. 

For more photographs and details, 
visit American Morse Equipment’s web- 
site: http://www.americanmorse.com/ 
aal.htm 

Another new entry on the QRP 
project enclosure scene is Hendricks 
QRP Kits’ Bare Case No. 1. 

“George Dobbs (G3RJV) was a 
speaker at Pacificon (last) year and 


The American Morse Equipment AA-1, left, and the Hendricks QRP Kits 


Bare Case No. 1 offer builders high quality, rugged enclosures for their QRP- 


construction projects. 


passed around a project in a neat little 
case that I absolutely was astounded 
as to the quality,’ Doug. Hendricks, 
KI6DS, said. “I asked George where 
he got it and he said that he picked it 
up from a supplier from Wales who 
was no longer in business. George 
let me borrow the case, and I took it 
to the guy who built the BLT Cases 
for us. 

“He was able to reproduce the case... 
It is made from .050 aluminum, and 
is 2.375-inches wide X 1.30-inches 
high X 3.10 inches deep — outside 
measurements. Inside measurements 
are: 2.15-inches wide X 1.20-inches 


high X 2.90-inches deep. . 

The case is shipped with two screws. 
This enclosure may bring to mind 
some flimsy aluminum cases widely 
available at neighborhood electronics 
parts stores. Well, the Hendricks case 
couldn’t be more different. 

These boxes are rugged and easy to 
drill. There’s nothing flimsy about them. 
And, as KI6DS writes on his Internet kits 
page, with the Bare Case No. 1, “there 
is no play on the panels, they are firm. 


This is because of the tight tolerances in’ 


the corner bends.” 
You can believe it. 


Bare Case No. 1 is $10 for U. S. 
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orders; $12 DX. Make checks or 
money orders payable to: Doug Hen- 
dricks and send to Hendricks QRP 
Kits, 862 Frank Ave., Dos Palos, 
CA 93620. 
; To more pictures and Herails, visit 
_the Hendricks QRP Kits website, go 
to: http://www.qrpkits.com 


7.030: A new focus for 


40-meter ORP activity? 


The air has been a bit unstable for 
QRPers who hang out on 40-meter CW. 

What seems to have stirred up the 
atmosphere is the March 2007 edi- 
tion of the American Radio Relay 
League’s QST magazine. Inside, 
readers found a multi-page insert 
titled “NOW: New Opportunities for 
Every Ham,” with all sorts of good 
advice including tips on mentoring 
newcomers, the VEC program, 10 
‘reasons to try Morse, details on the 
Logbook of the World, Propagation, 
and a map of the band plan. 

But very interesting to many low 
power operators was the subsec- 
tion headlined “The Considerate 
Operator’s Frequency Guide to the 
HF Bands,” citing frequencies that 
are “generally recognized for certain 
modes of activities.” 

It lists the QRP CW calling fre- 
quency as 7.030 MHz, with 7.040 as 
the RTT Y/Data DX frequency. 

What’s that again? 

For many, many years, the 40-meter 
QRP calling frequency has been 7.040 
MHz, Citing 7.030 could have been 


wishful thinking on the part of the 


. boys in Newington. Or a, Freudian 
slip. Or a simple mistake. 

In any case, the ARRL’s 7.030 
revelation set off a storm of highly- 
' charged comment — principally on 
the popular Internet QRP mail groups 
QRP-L and ORP-L.org. Battle lines 
were drawn: for or against 7.030. 
And there were the peacemakers who 
asked: Can’t we all just get along? 

The brass at QRP Amateur Radio 
Club International about the same 
time issued a proclamation on 7.040 
vs. 7.030. Readers may recall the club 
first raised the notion of changing the 
frequency several months ago. It even 
conducted a survey. 

“After careful consideration based 


upon membership feedback, frequen- 
cies used by both RTTY and QRP 
operators, and recent changes and 
pending changes to band plans, it has 
been agreed by the Board of Directors 
of QRP-ARCI that with immediate 
effect the center of activity for 40- 
meter QRP CW operation in North 
America shall be 7030 kHz. — 

“It should be remembered that 


operators will continue to use 7040 


kHz as conditions and previously 
scheduled events dictate. However, 
the ‘official’ CW center of activity 
for members and QRP ARCI operat- 
ing events will now be 7030 kHz. 

“This brings the North American 
frequency of operation in line with 
the rest of the world.” 

The announcement was signed 


jointly by QRP ARCI President Dick 


Pascoe, GOBPS, and Vice President 
Ken Evans, W4DU, and posted on the 
organization’s website a the Inter- 
net mail groups. 

Some QRPers are on board with the 
change. Others have vowed to coast 
between both frequencies. Still others 
are digging 1 in their heels: cect no, 
we won't go.” . 

A couple of parts sources for QRP 
transmitting crystals have stepped 
forward to offer low-cost rocks for 
7.030. And you can bet future designs 
of crystal-controlled transmitters 
and transceivers will take 7.030 into 
design consideration. 

At KI6SN, we’ve resolved to moni- 
tor 7.030, 7.040 and the frequencies 
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between them. There’s plenty of room 
for low power operation. Instead of 
debating 7.030 vs. 7.040 on the inter- 
net, wouldn’t it make sense to talk 
about it on the air? 


The return 
of Solder Smoke 


How wonderful it was to hear Bill 
Meara, M@HBR/N2CQR, back in 
the air chair of the popular Solder. 
Smoke podcast with a one-man show 
on Sunday, 25 February. 

“I’ve been getting a lot of e-mail 
from Solder Smoke fans asking for the 
show to return to the cyberspace air- 
waves,’ he told listeners. “So I thought 
I’d give it a shot at a solo edition.” 

The previous editions had featured 
‘HBR and his popular sidekick Mike 
Caughran, until KL7R’s tragic death 
in a traffic accident in Hawaii in 
January. The news deeply saddened 
‘HBR and legions of listeners across 
the QRP world. : 

“As I said in a previous podcast, 
I’m thinking about gathering up 
some folks to help out and have some 
guest appearances... I’ve got a list of 
topics that have come up over the last 
few weeks. Got a bit of a mailbag. So 
let’s give it a go, as they say here in 


- the UK.” 


‘HBR even took the occasion to 
give listeners a scoop on the QRP 
kit scene: “This will be big news if 
you guys haven’t heard it yet. But 
there is a move afoot to make the 
BITX20 transceiver available as a 
kit,” he said. 

“Now, Hendricks QRP (Kits) and 

Dan Tayloe (N7VE) are involved in 
this,” he said. “There has been some 
discussion back and forth and I know 
they’re working on the board and I 
think it’s going to be a very interest- 
ing addition to the kits available out 
there for QRP...” 
- The BITX20 is a bidirectional 
SSB transceiver for the 20-meter 
Amateur Radio band, designed and 
built by Ashhar Farhan, VU2FAX, 
in 2004. The project details are on: 
http://www.phonestack.com/farhan/ 
bitx.html 

— Richard Fisher, KI6SN, can be 
reached. by sending mail to 1940 Weth- 
erly Way, Riverside, CA 92506; or by 
sending e-mail to: ki6sn@aol.com © 
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Ham Radio for Dummies: 
A Book by Ward Silver 


hen I began teaching “Intro- 
duction to Ham Radio” in 
the 1980s in a New York 


City intermediate school, there were 
many obstacles to overcome. With the 


help of an innovative principal and a 


very supportive PTA (parent teachers 
association), I created a fun program 
that embraced children of all different 
backgrounds and abilities. 

One of the reasons for the successful 
27-year run of the Ham Radio program 
was the ease with which the program 
activities tied in with the school cur- 
riculum. On the other hand, a big 
problem was finding supplemental 
materials for the 6th-8th graders. 
Almost all the available texts were 
written for adults. 

Through the years, thankfully, I was 
able to keep adding to our classroom 
library, by being creative and by enlist- 


ing help from: other Ham Radio opera- . 


tors. I published all my lesson plans to 
share with other teachers and I helped 
promote “Ride The Airwaves With 
Alpha and Zulu” by John Abbott, K6YB, 
whose classes we had the pleasure of 
talking with on the CQ All Schools net 
through the years. | 

Many times my students would find 
books about basic principles of radio or 
electronics and bring them into class. 
In other words, age-appropriate reading 
material would have been a tremendous 
help. 

Imagine my surprise, when recently 
browsing through the electronics section 


Subscribe to 
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at Barnes and Noble that I discovered 
a big yellow and black book entitled, 
“Ham Radio for Dummies.” Knowing 
how valuable these books can be for 
beginners, I quickly perused it. 

I was so impressed with the book as a 
fine resource that I contacted the author, 
Ward Silver, NOAX, to get permission to 
do a review in this column to share with 
other teachers and instructors. 

Ward had often thought that there 
needed to be a “Ham Radio for Dum- 
mies” but had no idea how to go about it. 
The Wiley Press had the idea themselves 
and contacted the ARRL, who contacted 
Ward. 

According to Ward, “The motivation 
was to provide the kind of ‘what do I do 
now?’ help that is so badly needed by 
new Hams and those studying for their 
license. Too often a person gets tutored 
and taught and passes the exam, but is 
pretty much left on their own afterwards. 
I think that’s hurting the Amateur Ser- 
vice, since the license manuals only go 
so far and teach very little about actual 
operating. Pushing that mike button is 
daunting to a new Ham without some 
help. The goal of “Ham Radio for Dum- 
mies” to be that desktop Elmer.” 

The book is divided up into six main 
parts. 


Part I: What Is Ham Radio All 
About? 

Part II: Wading Through The Licens- 
ing Process 

Part III: Hamming It Up, (includes 
making contact, operating with intent, 
and specialties) 

Part IV : Building and Operating A 
Station That Works 

Part V: The Part of Tens, (includes 
10 secrets for beginners, 10 secrets of 
the masters, 10 first station tips, 10 easy 
ways to have fun on the radio, 10 ways 
to give back to Ham Radio) 

Part VI: Appendixes, (including glos- 
sary and the best references). 

The book can be a tremendous asset 
in your classroom library. The Dummies 
brand is everywhere and even young 
adults are familiar with it and like its 
bite-sized, non-patronizing approach to 
any topic. I strongly recommend it as 
a practical guide for beginners and an 
excellent reference for the rest of us. 

Be sure to stop by the Youth Forum 


and say “Hello” if you’re going to the — 


Dayton HamVention this May (espe- 
cially if you’ve got a youngster along 
with you). 

— Carole Perry, WB2MGP, can 


be reached by e-mail at WB2MGP@ 


ix.netcom,com. & 
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More on the 3Y@X 10M QSOs 


he June 2006 
column __ dis- 
cussed Gary, 


WB6PSY’s, successful 
quest to work 3YOX 
on 10M in spite of our 
propagation programs 
predicting no possible § 
opening (or anextremely — 
low probability at best). 
Figure 1 shows the pre- 
dicted MUF (maximum 
usable frequency) using 
VOACAP from 3Y@X 
to W6 for February 
2006 using a smoothed 
sunspot number of 19 
(from www.dxlc.com/ 
solar/solcycle.html, 
for example). During 
the best times the MUF 
varied between about 
19 and 21MHz — that’s 
quite low compared to 28MHz, and 
normally you wouldn’t expect any 10M 
openings. Also included arethe number 
of QSOs between 3Y@X and W6 during 
each hour for all days (thanks to the 
3Y@X team for allowing me access to 
their 10M log). 

The June 2006 column went on to 
look at ionosonde data from Puerto 
Rico (KP4) and Port Stanley in the 
Falkland Islands (VP8) to try to cor- 
relate MUF data away from the actual 
path (since there aren’t any ionosondes 
where we need them) to when WB6PSY 
worked 3YOX. 

That analysis indicated that the 
3,000km MUF over both the KP4 
and VP8 ionosondes during the 
appropriate time period was greater 
than 28MHz at times on the day 
Gary worked 3Y@X (15 February). 
Although these ionosondes are not 
along the 3Y@X-to-W6 path, it was 
hypothesized that high MUFs at these 
stations may correlate to what was 
going on along the actual path. 

Using the now-available 3Y@X 10M 
log data, we can continue this analy- 
sis. The 3YOX team made 10M QSOs 
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| Mam number of OSOs ——— MUF 


time (UTC) 


with W6 on 12 February (1 QSO), 13 
February (one QSO), 14 February 
(44 QSOs), 15 February (39 QSOs 
— and of course WB6PSY is one of 
these), 16 February (74 QSOs), and 
17 February (two QSOs). In addition 
to 15 February, the ionosonde data 
indicates that the 3,000km MUF over 
both ionosondes was also greater than 
28MHz at times on 12 February and 
14 February. Although this kind of 
correlates to the QSO-by-day data, 
it falls apart on 16 February. The 
highest QSO total was made on this 
day, but only the 3,000km MUF over 
the KP4 ionosonde exceeded 28MHz 
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Figure 1 — Predicted MUF and Number of QSOs for 3Y@X to W6 in February 2006. 


at times. Thus this crude analysis 
isn’t going to work. We need to take 
another approach — and the best 
approach is the statistical approach 
that our propagation prediction pro- 
grams were developed around. 

This approach will ultimately give 
us insight not only into why there were 


~ 161 W6 QSOs, but it will also explain . 


most (if not all) of the other 10M 
QSOs 3Y@X made. For the record, 
the inset in Figure 2 lists all of the 
3YO@X 10M ‘QSOs by CQ Zone, and 
the main part of Figure 2 highlights 
several of the paths with the appropri- 
ate QSO counts. 

We'll focus on the W6 QSOs, and we’ll 
look at the statistical accuracy of the 
prediction. There are really two issues 
here: the accuracy of the median MUF . 
prediction (since our propagation predic- 
tion programs are based on a monthly 
median model of the ionosphere), and 
the accuracy of the day-to-day vari- 
ability prediction (which is buried in 
our prediction programs, and tells us 
the probability of frequencies above 
and below the predicted median MUF 
being available). 

A little work up front (looking at a ( 


&)) PROPAGATION —_ | 


_ worldwide 3,000km MUF map from 
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lowest predicted MUF. Thus all sub- 
sequent analysis of the 3Y@X-to-W6 
path will concentrate on the 3Y@X end 
of the path. This issue is reflected in 
the predicted MUF in Figure 1 — the 
MUF for the entire path is simply the 
-MUF on the 3Y@X end of the path 

since the MUF on the 3YOX end is | dye VE} 
‘the lowest. cae fad Zone QSOs Zone QS0s 

To investigate the accuracy of Q : is ot 
the median MUF prediction, I ran 200 th 8 
VOACAP for the month of Febru- wee ae 
ary 2006 on a 3,000km path that has 19 
its midpoint over the Port Stanley - 

-ionosonde. With a smoothed sunspot 

number of 19, the predicted 3,000km 

median MUF for this imaginary path 
at 1900 UTC (one of the good times for 
3YOX-to-W6 QSOs as seen in | Figure 
1) is 21.3MHz. 

Next I downloaded the February data 
from the Port Stanley ionosonde and 
determined (by ordering the daily data 
_ from lowest to highest MUF) that the 
3,000km median MUF observed over 
Port Stanley at 1900 UTC was around 
21.1MHz. Thus the predicted data is 
pretty darned close to the observed 
data. Although this analysis is for 
the ionosphere over the Port Stanley 
ionosonde, which is some 3,000km 
east of the 3Y@X end of the 3Y@X- 
to-W6 path, it gives us somewhat of 
a warm fuzzy feeling for predicting 
the median MUF at any of the higher 
southern latitudes — like on the 3YOX 
end of the 3Y@X-to-W6 path. 

To investigate the accuracy of the 
day-to-day variability prediction, I 
calculated the MUFday values for the 
Port Stanley VOACAP prediction at 
1900 UTC (the MUFday value tells 
us, in decimal percentage, the prob- 
ability of the actual MUF in relation 
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February 2006. 


IER 1-ITSA 1, 1966). 
Next I used the aforementioned Feb- 
ruary 2006 Port Stanley data to deter- 


mine the observed MUFday values for 


1900 UTC. Figure 3 shows the result 
of this effort. 
This comparison is very enlightening. 


’The VOACAP day-to-day variability 


prediction says there was no probability 
of 10M being open over my imaginary 
Port Stanley path since the MUFday 
value is 0.00 for 28.3MHz. For refer- 
ence, 12M was predicted to be open over 
Port Stanley on three days. of the month 
(0.10 MUFday value times 28 days in 
February) and 15M was predicted to be 
open on 14 days (since it’s right at the 
median MUF). 

The observed data, due to the sig- 
nificantly increased day-to-day vari- 
ability, indicates that 1OM was open 
over my imaginary Port Stanley path 
on six days (MUFday value of 0.21 
times 28 days). The observed day-to- 
day variability was significantly more 
than what was predicted. 

Now if we assume the day-to-day 
variability of the ionosphere on the 
3Y@X end of the path was similar to 
the day-to-day variability of the iono- 
sphere over Port Stanley (a very reason- 
able assumption for similar latitudes), 
the probability of 10M being open along 
the 3Y@X-to-W6 path jumps from a 


MUFday value of 0.00 (not predicted 


to be open on any days in February 
2006 as mentioned at the beginning 


of the column) to around 0.20 (open 
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‘Figure 3 — Predicted MUFdays vs Observed MUFdays over Port Stanley in 


on five days in February 2006). That’s — 
certainly a lot closer to what really hap- 

pened, and it would go a long way in 

helping explain why 3Y@X made 161 

QSOs with W6 when essentially none 

were predicted. 

And this day-to-day variability issue 
on the 3Y@X end of the path is applicable 
to the other paths (the 3Y@X end of the 
path is the critical end on these paths, 
too). In essence, all the stations that 
3Y@X worked were far enough south to 
take advantage of the robust equatorial 
ionosphere for their first hop toward 
3YOX. That left the day-to-day vari- 
ability of the ionosphere on the 3YO@X 
end as the determining factor. 

The moral of this month’s column 
is to be aware that the model of the 
ionosphere used by our propagation ' 
prediction programs may be more 
accurate at times with the median 
MUF prediction than with the day- 
to-day variability prediction (kind of 
makes sense, especially at the higher 
latitudes). The day-to-day variability 
is critical in determining the prob- 
ability of frequencies being open that 
are higher than the predicted median 
MUF. Thus if you’re ever in ‘a situa- 
tion of predicting propagation to the 
higher latitudes and your predictions 
aren’t looking too promising, you may 
want to give them a shot anyway. 

— Carl Luetzelschwab, K9LA, can be 
reached by sending snail mail to: 1227 
Pion Dr., Ft. Wayne, IN 46845; or by 
e-mail sent to: k9la@arrl.net. me) 


reader asks: “What is resonance? 
A did some web searching but the 

results gave me some ambiguous 
answers.” A short answer is: When the 
antenna feed point is purely resistive. 

‘The Antenna Book says the same 
thing in a different way: “The current 
that flows into an antenna’s feed point 
_ must be supplied at a finite voltage. The 

self-impedance of the antenna is simply 
equal to the voltage applied to its feed 
point divided by the current flowing 
-into the feed point. When the current 
and voltage are exactly in phase, the 
impedance is purely resistive, with zero 
reactive components. For this case the 
antenna is termed resonant.” 

A dipole antenna appears to be a 
series-resonant circuit. That is, a circuit 
that consists of an inductor, a capacitor 
and a resistor all in series. At low fre- 
quencies the reactance of the capacitor 
is high and the reactance of the inductor 
is low. Since they are exactly opposite in 
polarity, when you add their reactances 
you are left with just capacitive reac- 
tance. At high frequencies the capaci- 
tive reactance is low and the inductive 
reactance is high so you are left with 
just inductive reactance. At some in- 
between frequency the inductive and 
Capacitive reactances. are equal. Add 
them together and you get zero. The fre- 

_ quency where this occurs is the resonant 
frequency of the antenna. If we open the 
antenna and measure its impedance it 
will be purely resistive. The resistance 
you measure is the radiation resistance 
plus any loss resistance. 

A series-resonant circuit made up of 
an inductor, a capacitor, and a resistor 
will resonate at just one frequency, the 
- frequency where the reactances of the 
capacitor and inductor are equal in 
magnitude. An antenna is different. It 
resonates at what is called its. “funda- 
mental frequency.” This is the lowest 
frequency at which it resonates. But, 
unlike the “lumped component” series 
circuit, it also resonates at frequencies 
that are very close to two times, three 
times, four times, etc. of the fundamen- 
tal frequency. 


Resonance 


Kurt N. Sterba 


The reason for this is that, unlike the 
lumped R-L-C circuit where electrical 
energy travels around so rapidly that it 
can be considered instantaneous, the 
antenna is so large that this is no longer 
true. If the antenna is a half-wave long 
it takes a full half cycle of the RF to go 
from one end of the antenna to the other. 
If we feed the antenna at its center, a 
wave coming from the feed point of 


‘a resonant antenna gets 90 degrees 


behind the feed point RF as it travels 
to one end of the antenna. There it is 
reflected, and when reflected is shifted 
another 180 degrees. This is because 
no current flows at the end of the wire. 
The incoming wave at the end of the 
antenna and the reflected wave are 
equal so, from simple arithmetic, they 
must be opposite in polarity. Next, our 
wave gets another 90 degrees behind 
the feed point RF as it travels back fora 
total of 360 degrees. So now it is exactly 
in phase with the feed point RF. 

This means that the feed point will 
look purely resistive with no phase shift. 
This happens only at the resonant length 
of the antenna. If the antenna is too long 
or too short there will be a phase shift in 
the reflected wave that is different than 
360 degrees and the feed point will look 
inductive or capacitive. 

There are other frequencies that also 


are resonant. When the antenna is a | 


full wave long the wave travelling to 
one end gets 180 degrees behind the 
feed point RF. It also gets a 180-degree 
shift on reflection and an additional 180 
degrees as it returns to the feed point. 
When it arrives it is 180 degrees dif- 
ferent than the feed point applied RF. 
These gives reduced current at the feed 
point and increased voltage so the feed 
point impedance goes up. Typically it 
is on the order of 1,000 to 3,000 ohms 
depending on the size of wire or tubing 
that makes up the dipole. The larger the 
wire' the lower the impedance, but it is 
always purely resistive. This is what hap- 
pens at all even harmonics. 

On odd harmonics, 3rd, 5th etc., the 
reflected wave arrives in phase with the 
applied RF and the impedance is similar 
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to that of the fundamental but usually a 
bit higher. 

Is a resonant antenna more efficient 
that one that is not resonant? No. A 
non-resonant antenna works just fine if 
you can get the RF into it. The beauty of 
the resonant antenna is that it is easy to 
feed. A dipole on its fundamental and on 
odd harmonics gives a reasonably close 
match to coaxial cable. But the non-reso- 
nant antenna is equally efficient. Some 
commercial designs deliberately use a 
non-resonant dipole and use the resulting 
Capacitive or inductive reactance as part 
of an impedance-transforming circuit. 


New Book 
Those who are interested in radio at 
frequencies below 500 kHz will welcome 
Kevin Carey’s new book “Listening 
to Longwave.” It answers the question 
“What is on the low frequencies?” with a 
description by frequency bands of present 


, day usage. This starts with 0-10 kHz that 


is useful for listening to RF manifesta- 
tions of natural phenomena: sferics, whis- 
tlers, tweeks, dawn chorus, and, of course, 
static. Higher up are military transmit- 
ters, WW VB of the Bureau of Standards, 
‘Lowfer” transmitters of experimenters, 
radio beacons, foreign broadcast stations 
and at the top end, 500-530-kHz, beacons 
and NAVTEX. A few United States ama- 
teur stations, limited to 20 watts, have 
temporary authorization to operate 505 
to 510 kHz for experimental purposes. 
And, in England, a limitéd number of 
amateurs are authorized to operate 501 
to 504 kHz beginning March 2007. There 
is a possibility of a new amateur band in 
the low frequency region. 

The book covers these users in some 
detail with operating frequencies, call 
signs, and listening tips. Also covered 
are suitable receivers and antennas as 
well as Internet addresses of sources 
of further information. Available from 
Universal Radio for $6.95. 

— Have a question for the Krusty 
one? Send it to WorldRadio, 2120 
28th St., Sacramento, CA 95818 and 
we'll get it to Kurt. ® 
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North Hills Radio Club Hamfest 2007 will be 
held 20 May 07:at Bella Vista High School, 8301 
Madison Avenue, Fair Oaks. CA 95628, 7:00 a.m.- 
12:00 noon. FREE admission and parking. Spaces 
two for $10. Club table, food, drink, demos and more. 
Talk-in on K6IS/r 145.190 (—) (162.2) This is the BIG 
ONE in the valley! Contact Carl Schultz; 916/366 
7408; wf6j@arrl.net; www.k6is.org — 


Florida 


St. Petersburg Amateur Radio Club will hold 
the Lake Maggiore Swap Meet/Tail Gate at Lake 


Maggiore Park, Martin Luther King St. So. (9th St.. 


South) and 38th Ave. Free admission, 8:00 a.m.- 
1:00 p.m. South Talk in SPARC Repeater 147.06 no 
tone. See website for map. Contact Leslie Johnson, 
President; www.wa4eez@verizon.net; www.qsl.net/ 
w4gac 


Maryland 

Antietam Radio Association Club will hold 
its annual Hamfest 06 May 2007, from 7:00 a.m.- 
1:00 p.m., at the Washington County Agriculture 
Education Center, Maryland Route 65 South, 
Sharpsburg Pike, near Hagerstown, MD. Free park- 
ing, rain or shine all weather protected tailgating, VE 
exam, and auction. Fees: seller $10.00 per 6' inside 
table, $5.00 covered tailgate. Talk-in frequency is 
147.09. Contact Karin Christensen; 301/432-2358; 
dilbert3 @earthlink.net; www.w3cwc. org 


Michigan 

Wexaukee Amateur Radio Club will sponsor the 
45th annual Cadillac Swap 05 May 2007 at Cadillac 
Junior High School, 500 Chestnut St., Cadillac, MI. 
Admission $5, tables $10. Commercial vendors and 
VE session. Information and reservations, contact 
Alton McConnmell, Wexaukee Amateur Radio 
Club, P.O: Box 163, Cadillac, MI 49601; 231/876- 
1485; nu81 @arrl.net y 


New Hampshire 


New England Amateur Radio Festival (NEAR-- 


Fest) will hold its Spring 2007 get-together and flea 
market 04-05 May 07 at the Deerfield Fairgrounds 
located on Highway 43 in the town of Deerfield, 
NH. The festival is not to be confused with the 
“Hosstraders” Flea Market that was formerly 
held at the New: Hampshire State Fairgrounds in 
Hopkinton, NH (and several other NH locations) 
the first weekend in May and October. Thirty- 
three years ago, Joe, Norm, and Bob, the three 
“Hosstraders,” started what has become a highly 
popular and much beloved New England Amateur 
radio institution. The NEAR-Fest was instituted to 
retain this wonderful tradition. Gates open at 9: 
00 a.m. Friday morning. Contact Michael Crest- 
ohl, WIRC, 802/296-5050; wlrc @near- Ene com; 
www.near-fest. com 


New eaey 


- Bergen Amateur Radio Association will hold 
its annual Spring Hamfest 26 May 2007, from 


8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m., rain or shine, at the Westwood 


Regional Jr/Sr High School, 701 Ridgewood Rd., 
Washington Township, NJ. Open for vendors at 
6:00 a.m. Buyers $5, vendors $15. Indoor vendors 
may bring their own tables, or they may use the 
existing round tables. Non-Ham family members 
free. Lots of parking and refreshments. Amateur 
testing 8:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m. only. Bring original 
FCC license,.a photocopy, and positive ID. Talk-in 
on 146.19/79 PL 141.3. Contact Jim Joyce, K2ZO, 286 
Ridgewood Blvd. North, Washington Township, NJ 
07676; 201/664-6725; k2zo @arrl.net 


| 


New York 


East Greenbush Amateur Radio Association 
Hamfest will be held 12 May 2007 at the Phillips 
Road Fire House in East Greenbush, NY. Inside 
tables $15, Pavilion tables $10. Tailgating free. 
General admission $5. Vendor set-up 6:00 a.m. 
Open to public 8:00 a.m. VE sessions available. 
Talk-in 147.270. Reservations, contact Thomas 
Scorsone;. 518/272-1494; kc2fcep@nycap.rr.com; 
www.wegb.org 


Tennessee 


Radio Amateur Club of Knoxville will sponsor 
the Knoxville Hamfest and Electronics Exposition 
and ARRL Tennessee State Convention to be held 
09 Jun 2007, 315 Mimosa St., Knoxville, TN. Open 
9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. ET. Inside dealers, outside tail- 
gating, forums, exhibits, free parking, concessions, 
and Amateur Radio examinations on site. Contact 
David Bower, K4PZT; d.bower@ieee.org or Lou 
Dreinhoefer, WB3JKQ; lou.dreinhoefer @ieee.org. 
By mail, contact Radio Amateur Club of Knoxville, 
P.O. Box 50514, Knoxville, TN 37950-0514. ~ 


Texas 


The 41st annual Central States VHF Soci- 
ety Conference will be held 26-29 Jul 2007 at the 


Yolo Boy Scouts 
of America Camporee 


The Yolo Amateur Radio Society and the Yolo 
District Boy Scouts will sponsor and operate Special 
Event station W6Y at the Yolo Boy Scouts Camporee 
from Nelson’s Grove near Woodland, CA 04 — 05 
May 2007. The theme is Survivor Yolo: Shelter, 
Water, Fire & Food, which stresses survival skills 
with limited equipment. Station W6Y will be active 
from 0300 05 May to 0700Z 06 May (7 p.m. PST 04 
May to 11 p.m. 5 May) on frequencies 14.290, 7.190 
and 3.940 MHz SSB plus 440.450 MHz IRLP 5750 
or Echolink 107315. Station W6Y also serves as the 
District call sign for their annual Jamboree on the Air 


(October) and Radio Daze event held on Field Day. 


The station is located at 38N 27.307 121W 59.875. 


Graphic QSL cards are available from Bill Rags- . 


dale, K6KN, P.O. Box 1500, Woodland, CA 95776; 
530/867-6241; worldradio@billragsdale.cc; http: 
/lyolobsa.editme.com/W6Y 


Birthplace of “Hopalong Cassidy” 

The Cambridge Amateur Radio Association will 
operate Special Event station W8VP on 14.260, 
7.235 from Cambridge, OH, birthplace of William 
Boyd, “Hopalong Cassidy,’ American’s First Hero 


1400-2200Z 05 May 2007. For certificate, send’ 


QSL and SASE to Cambridge Amateur Radio 
Association, P.O. Box 1804, Cambridge, OH 43725; 
www.wSvp.org 


400th Anniversary of Jamestown 
and Capt Smith’s Exploration 
of the Chesapeake Bay 


The Middlesex Radio Amateur Group will com- 
memorate the 400th anniversary of Jamestown and 
Capt Smith’s exploration of the Chesapeake Bay 
1200Z-1800Z 11 — 12 May 07. 14.025, 7.025, 3.525. 
80, 40, 20M; first 25 kHz of general band, SSB & 
CW. For certificate, send QSL and SASE to Geri 
Sweeney, N4GHI, Middlesex Radio Amateur Group, 
P.O. Box 722, Cobbs Creek, VA 23035; 804/725- 
9004; geri@winlink.org 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 


Omni San Antonio Hotel in San Antonio, TX. As 
in past years, this gathering of Hams interested 
in the bands above 50 MHz will feature talks 
and demonstrations applicable to our upper 
frequency allocations. An antenna range will 
check gains of arrays from 2 Meters through 24 
GHz and noise figure and passive device testing 
will also be available. The Friday evening flea 
market is always popular for myriad components 
and gear for the VHF, UHF and microwave bands 
for sale. Featured speaker at the Friday luncheon 
will be ARRL President Joel Harrison, W5ZN. 
A special session will be held for those who 
might not now be operational on the VHF and 
higher bands, but are interested in delving into 
the exciting facet of Amateur Radio. Families 
are not forgotten at Central States Conferences 
and the Alamo City provides many interesting 
sights and activities for the ladies and kids. The 
Omni has offered a low rate during the confer- 
ence and for three nights before and after the 
Conference dates. For further information 
and how to register for the conference and 
make hotel reservations, go to our website at: 


www.csvhfs.org/conference/ 


Fire Service Recognition Day 


Fire Service Recognition Day will be celebrated 
by Special Event station N6ACS 0800-1600 PST, 
1600-0000 UTC 12 May 2007, operating from Los 
Angeles Fire Station 88, in Van Nuys, CA. 15 and 20 
Meters SSB, 14.250 and 21.375 (+) or (-) will be the 
bands of choice. Custom QSL cards will be available 
by sending a SASE #10 envelope to Mark Willardson, 
N6UOZ, 17439 Burbank Blvd, Encino, CA 90031. 


Armed Forces Day 


The Dupage Amateur Radio Club, W9DUP, will 
commemorate Armed Forces Day from the Veterans 
Memorial Park, IL 1500-2200 UTC 19 May 2007. 
Phone: 145.25, 28.400, 14.290, 7.250. CW: 14.050, 
7.050. For certificate, send SASE to Brian Eder, 
Dupage Amateur Radio Club, P.O. Box 71, Claren- 
don Hills, IL 60514; www.w9dup.org 


ARMS Christian Fellowship 
National Convention 


The Amateur Radio MissionaryService (ARMS) 
Christian Fellowship will have its national conven- 
tion and 50th anniversary celebration 25 - 27 May 
2007 in Farmington, MN. Special event call sign, 
N@A. Likely frequencies around 7.250 MHz and 
14.250 MHz. For certificate, send 9x12 SASE to Dale 
Holloway, K4EQ, 2860 McGowan Blvd., Marion, IA 
52302; dale@k4eq.com; www.armsfellowship.org 


Memorial Day 


The Baton Rouge Amateur Radio Club and the 
USS. Kidd Amateur Radio Club will hold Special 
Event 28 May 2007 to commemorate Memorial Day. 
Operating frequencies will be inside the General 
Class bands. Band activity will most likely be 20 
Meters around 14.250 to 14.320. Other bands pos- 
sible. CW activity will be near QRP calling frequen- 
cies: 7040, 10106, 14060, 21060, 28060. For QSL 
card, send SASE size 10 or larger to USS Kidd Ama- 
teur Radio Club, WSKID, c/o USS Kidd Museum, 
305 S. River Rd., Baton Rouge, LA 70802. 
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As a service to our readers, WorldRadio presents a feature listing of those 
VE exams, times and locations which are sent to us. Please remember that our 
deadline for publication is three months in advance. For example, if your VE 
group is scheduling an exam for December, please have the information to us 
by mid-September. WorldRadio, 2120 28th St., Sacramento, CA 95818. Please 
mark the envelope “VE Exams.” List the location (City, State), any information 


City Date 
Alabama 

Birmingham first Sun 
Arizona 

Mesa third Mon 
Arkansas 

Harrison second Sat 
California 

Fresno 5/19/07 
Highland 5/19/07 
Lake Isabella second Sat 
Loma Linda 5/24/07. 
Long Beach third Sat 
Manteca/Tracy __ fourth Sat 
Napa 5/06/07 
Redondo Beach 5/26/07 
Redwood City 5/19/07 
Sacramento Hotline! 
Santa Rosa Hotline! 
Sebastopol Hotline! 
Stockton 5/19/07 
Sunnyvale 5/12/07 
Connecticut 

Portland — 5/14/07 
Florida 

Melbourne first Sat 
North Port Call 
Sanford fourth Sat 
St. Petersburg Call! 
Hawaii i 

Oahu TBD Call 
Illinois 

Bolingbrook third Sat 
Burr Ridge Anyday! 
Oakforest 5/12/07 
Roselle second Tues 
Indiana 

South Bend Third Mon 
lowa 

Des Moines $/20/07 
Vinton 5/17/07 
Kansas 

Salina second Wed 
Maryland 

Laurel $/19/07 
Massachusettes 
Brookline second Mon 
Chelmsford second Wed 
Gloucester second Sun 
Michigan 

Battle Creek fourth Thurs 
Gaylord 5/05/06 
Howell second Tues 


Contact Notes 


Ken Adkisson, wb4fay @wb4fay.com, www.w4cue.com 
Steve, KY7W, 480/804-1469, kj7wk@cox.net w/i 


Tom, KCSGNS, 870/743-1883, kcSgns@wholedamarea.com 


Charles, W6DPD, 559/431-2038 


w/i pref. 
Ed Slaughter, WU6I, 909/864-0155, 
WU6I@arrl.net ~ wii or p/r 
Mike, KA6IYS, 760/378-1028 : p/r or w/i 
Sam, AD6UE, 909/796-2996, ad6ue @arrl.net 
Louise, N6ELK, 562-429-1355 pir 
David, NSFDL, 209/835-6893, nSdfi@arrl.net p/r 
Rich, KO6FR, 707/252-6276 wii 


Scott, K6PYP, 310/459-0337, k6pypy @arrl.net 
Al, WB6IMX, 408/255-9000, wb6imx @worldnet.att.net, 


www.amateur-radio.org wii 
916/492-6115, n6na@arrl.org 

Hotline — Recording, 707/579-9608 w/i ok 
Recording;’707/579-9608 

Mike Zane, N6ZW, 

209/369-0859, n6zw @arrl.net p/r 


Gordon, W6NW, 408/255-9000, 
sv@amateur-radio.org, www.amateur-radio.org w/i 


Paul, KIPL, 860/635- 1742, k1pl@arrl.net w/i ok 
John, AA8IS @earthlink.net, 321/412-2779 w/i ok 
Bill Norris, KC7TSG, 941/426-0214 wii pref. 
James Williams, N4ZKT, 

407/333-4245, n4zkt@bellsouth.net w/i ok 
Connie, K4TBZ, 

727/541-2491, radcfd@aol.com wii pref. 
Lee, KH6BZF, 808/247-0587, 

808/551-3494, leewical@aol.com p/r 
Dale, W9KHX, 815/723-3332 w/i ok 
Argonne Amateur Radio Club, W9DS, 

630/986-0061 p/r 

Tim Pechtold, AA9BV, 

708/687-5057, aa9bv @amsat.org p/r pref. 
Sam, W9SFB, 630/894-0708 w/i ok 
Alan, NY9A, 574/232-6883 p/r 

Dan Miller, KC@FRL, 515/285-7981, home; 
515/491-0186, cell; kcOfrl@arrl.net wii 


Ken, NOEGV, n0egv@msn.com, 319/ 223-5739 


or kOhwe@inav.net, 319/446-7570 - p/r pref. 
Sid Ashen-Brenner, NOOBM, 

n0obm@arrl.net, 785/823-6560 w/i or p/r 
John Creel, WBGXW, 301/572-5124, 

wb3gxw @arrl.net wii 
Dick Doherty, KAITUZ, 617/527-2968, 
kaltuz@arrl.net, www.barc.org w/i ok 
Bruce, wllus@att.net wii 
Bob Quinn, WV1A, www.caara.net 

Richard Holcomb, K8IWX, 

dickshlen@sbcglobal.net wii 


Top of Michigan ARC, NM8RC, 989/390-1133, 
www.nm8rc.org, tomarc_gaylord@yahoo.com_ wi/i or p/r 
James Kvochick, WB8AZP, 


810/220-2098, wb8azp@arrl.net p/r pref. 


examinees should have (advance registration, etc.) and the name and telephone 


number of a person to contact for further information. Examinees should bring _ 


their original license (along with a photo copy), two forms of identification (at 
least one should be a photo), and required fee. 


p/r pref.=pre-register preferred but w/i OK 
p/r=pre-register only—no w/i 


City Date 
Minnesota 

Apple Valley 
Mississippi 
Harrison County _ first Sat 
Missouri. 
Fulton 5/09/07 
Nevada 

Minden 5/19/07 
Minden 5/19/07 


New Jersey 


Bellmawr ’ third Thurs 
Toms River 5/12/07 
New York 

Yonkers 5/06/07 
Ohio 

Cincinnati first Sat 
Independence 5/13/07 
Sandusky 5/15/07 
Oregon 

Astoria Call!! 
Bend Wedensdays 
Dallas 5/12/07 
Eugene 5/09/07 
Hillsboro 5/05/07 
Lincoln City 5/05/07 
McMinnville Call!! 
Sisters Call! 
Tigard Call! 
Pennsylvania 

Erie — second Sat 
Landsdale 5/01/07 


Puerto Rico 


San Juan last Sat 
Rhode Island 
Slatersville 5/19/07 
South Carolina 
Charleston third Wed 
Goose Creek 5/16/07 
Washington 
Everett. fourth Sat 
Vancouver Hotline! 
Wisconsin 

Madison first Sat 
Racine first Sat 
Sheboygan 5/15/07 
Tomahawk last Sat 


w/i=walk-in only 


Contact 


second Thurs Jim, N@OA, 612/384-7709, NOOA @arrl.net 


Don, WS5DJW, 228/868-5670, 
donw5djw @bellsouth.net 


KS@M, whiter26@sbcglobal.net, 
http://callaway.county.missouri.net 


George, WW7E, 775/265-4278, 
ww/7e@arrl.net, guebele@pyramid.net 
George, WW7E, 775/265-4278, 
ww7e@arrl.net, guebele@pyramid.net 


Diane, N2LCQ, 609/227-6281 
Bill Haldane, AC2F, 732/240-7064 and 
Larry Puccio, K2QDY, 732/349-2950 


Emily Maytan, AC2V, 914/237-5589 


Dale, KC8HIL, 513/769-0789 

Gary, NI8Z, 216/642-8705, gdewey@en.com 
Luther Gantz, N8HC, 

419/684-7864, n8hc@arrl.net_ 


AATOA, 503/338-3333 

Joe, K7SQ — 541/385-3152 

Bob Peschka, K7QXG, 503/831-1455 

Riley, W7RIL, 541/345-2407, w7ril@arrl.net 
Carl, WS6L, ws7]1@arrl.net, 503/629-5796 
Carl Somdahl, W7LI, 

503/965-7575, w7li@arrl.net 

Mike, AB7BR, 503/857-0468 

Dave, N7TYO, 541/549-7831 

John, KS@F, 503/626-7399 


Floyd Titus, WA3LCO, 814/825-3326, 
www.wattsburg-wireless.us, 
wwa@wattsburg-wireless.us 


wii pref.=w/i preferred to p/r 


Notes 


p/r pref. 


wii ok 


wii pref. 


wii 


p/r 
p/r pref. 


wii ok 


p/r pref. 
p/r pref. 


w/i pref. 
p/r 


p/r 
w/i ok 


_ pyr pref. 


p/r pee 


pio, 
w/i ok 
p/r 

p/r 


p/r pref. 


Elmer L. Allen Jr., 215/257-2009, k3Inv@cs.com 
& Olaf Markert, 610/689-8350, w3pa@arrl.net p/r 


Hotline: 787/789-4998, prarl@prarl.org 


Bob, WB1P, 401/333-4787, wblp@arrl.net 


Robert Johnson, ae4rj@amsat.org, 
www.gsl.net/wa4usn 
Robert N. Johnson, AE4RJ, 843-761-7637, 


ae4rj @amsat.org, http://tridenthams.org 
P f 


wii 


p/r pref. 


wii 


p/r 


Loren Hole, KK7M, 425/335-5158, loren_kk7m@msn.com, 
www.wa7law.com or Gary Whitinger, W7MGG, 


425/745-4621, w7mgg@msn.com 
CCARC, 360/896-8909 


p/r or wii 
pr. 


Carolyn, NQOA, 608/246-0225, nq9a@arrl.net wa 


Robert, KB9ZAF, 

262/637-6588, kb9zaf@arrl.net 

Art Pahr, K9XJ, 920/876-2370, 

k9jx @arrl.net, or kd9tz, 920/565-2672 
Terry, KB9AUP, 


715/453-4633, dcollins@newnorth.net 


wi/i pref. 
p/r pref. 


w/i ok 
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NEW PRODUCTS 


Information in “New Products” is supplied by the manufacturers to acquaint WorldRadio readers with new products on the market. 


High Sierra Antennas HF Transceiver Speaker Sound Studio 


High Sierra Antennas introduces the HF Trans- 
ceiver Speaker Sound Studio as the answer to helping 
your transceiver sound like it should. _ 

- Most HF transceivers have one small problem; a 
small speaker in the top, which faces upwards, lacks 
fidelity, and lacks volume. Typically, it is 1.5 to 2 
inches in diameter and just doesn’t do the job. 

The Sound Studio has two front firing speakers 
powered by-a 14-watt amplifier with 7 watts on each 
channei. There’s enough volume to fill a room. The 
Sound Studio plugs into the speaker jack of your trans- 

ceiver. There is a treble tone control and a volume 
control on the front. You can remove a lot of band 
noise (hiss) by adjusting the tone control. 

For transceivers with dual receive, VFO A will 
be on the left and VFO B will be on the right, so it 
is perfect for split-frequency operation. On the rear 
is a switch that determines the audio source: MP3, 
Audio (from your transceiver), or USB (from your | 
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computer). Also on the rear are jacks for audio input, 
headphone, recorder output, and power supply. 

You can also play recordings through its built-in 
USB port. For example, if you are using Ham Radio 
Deluxe as your logging program and you record 
QSO’s through your computer, they can be played 
back through the USB port. Just put any MP3 files 
on a portable storage device with a USB connection 
(like a thumb drive). Plug that into the front or rear of 
the Transceiver Speaker Sound Studio and it will play 
automatically. Three buttons on the front: Play/Pause, 
Previous, and Next let you control the audio clips. 

The speaker box is approximately 9 inches by 5 
inches by 4 inches. It is made of half-inch thick MDF 
and has a simulated wood grain veneer. It weighs about 4 
pounds. It comes complete with its own power supply. 

The Transceiver Sound Studio is available only 
online from High Sierra Antennas for $120. Contact 
them at http://www.hamcq.com 
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Icom IC-718 
Quick Reference Mini-Manual | 


Nifty! Ham Accessories has recently added the 


IC-718 Mini-Manual to its series of quick reference 


guides, providing condensed and easy to understand 
operating instructions for Icom’s venerable entry- 
level transceiver. 

Simplified step-by-step programming and oper- 
ating instructions for all controls and setup menus 
are concisely covered in this short-form manual. 
Lightweight, waterproof and color-coded for quickly 
finding relevant information, the Mini-Manual is a 
convenient memory jogger for instantly recalling 
how to setup and operate the ’718 . 

Printed in color and laminated for durability, 
the compact 14 pages, 4.5x8 inch Mini-Manual is 
designed as a ready reference to be kept with the 
radio — so it’s there when you need it. Price: $16.95 
plus shipping and handling. 

For further information, contact Nifty! Ham 
Accessories, 1601 Donalor Drive, Escondido, 
CA 92027; 760-781-5522; or visit our website at 
www.niftyaccessories.com 


Inside Amateur 7/7 
Radio 


From the knowledgeable 
and insightful pen of none 
other than Lenore Jensen, 
W6NAZ, comes this 
delightful collection of 
interviews with the people 
who make Amateur Radio the engaging 
hobby it is. j 

A montage of short stories and anecdotes, 
everything from heartwarming tales and 
hilarious situations to courageous rescues, this 
book is an absolute must for any respectable 
Ham's library. You very likely will find a story 
about someone you know! Only $9, plus $2 
s/h; CA residents add $0.70 sales tax. 


WorldRadio BOOKS 

P.0. BOX 189490 » SACRAMENTO, CA 95818 
TO ORDER WITH CREDIT CARD, CALL 916/457-3655 » 
AMERICAN EXPRESS « VISA+ MASTERCARD 


‘ Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 
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WorldRadio Mart | 


Buy - Trade - Sell 


MART deadline is the 15th of the month two months prior to issue date. Please include an address on all ads so prospective clients can contact 
you by mail, if they prefer. Commercial rate: 47¢/word, prepaid. Private rate: 32¢/word, prepaid. For credit card orders only: (VS, MC, AmEx) 
Fax.916/457-7339 with card number, exp. date, name as it appears on card, and signature. 


WANTED: Old QSL Card Collections. Collec- 
tor looking for U.S. and DX cards for historical 
projects. W2VRK, 9 Laird Terrace, Somerset, 
NJ 08873, e-mail: tpllrs@patmedia.net. 
1106-507 


ELECTRON TUBES: Transmitting, receiving, 
military obsolete...all types. Large inventory. 
Fast delivery. DAILY ELECTRONICS, P.O. 
Box 822437, Vancouver, WA 98682-0053; 360/ 
- 896-8856, 800/346-6667, fax 360/896-5476; 
e-mail: daily @worldaccessnet.com; website: 
www.dailyelectronics.net. 4-607 


CERTIFICATE FOR PROVEN TWO-WAY 
RADIO CONTACTS with amateurs in all 10 
USA call areas. Award suitable to frame and 
proven achievements added on request. Send 
SASE to W6LS, 45527 3rd St. East, Lancaster, 
CA 93535-1802 to get data sheet. FOO 


NAME TAGS BY GENE — In full color, our 
artwork or yours. See our web page for samples 
and prices. www.hampubs.com; HARLAN 
TECHNOLOGIES, 5931 Alma Dr., Rockford, 
IL 61108-2409; 815/398-2683. 507 


CHEAP QSLS. Quality QSL cards at afford- 
able prices. Example single side printing black 
ink $9.99 per 100 + shipping. Free e-mailed 
proof of your card before we print. Super fast 
delivery, most orders shipped within five days of 
your order. We don’t want all the QSL business, 
just yours! www.cheapqsls.com; 1273 Green 
Haven Dr., Oakdale, CA., 95361; 209/847-6744. 

2-707 


WANTED FOR MUSEUM: Pre-1980 micro- 
computers, also early-micro-computer journals, 
newsletters and advertising literature. KK4WW, 
P.O. Box 179, Floyd, VA 24091; 540/763-2321, 
540/745-2322. 107-108 


' MO 63130-3135. 


BEAM HEADINGS from your QTH to over 
400 USA & Worldwide locations $20.00. 
DX-ENGINEERING SYSTEMS INC., P.O. 
Box 1934 Middleburg, VA 20118-1934; 
w4het@aol.com. FOO 


SUCCESSFUL QSLing! Use foreign air- 
mail postage, European nesting airmail 
envelopes. Monthly specials! PLUM DX, 12 
Glenn Rd., Flemington, NJ 08822. e-mail: 
plumdx@msn.com. 1-707 


FOR SALE: CQ/Ham Radio/QST/73 maga- 
zines and binders. SASE brings data sheet. 
W6DDB, 45527 Third Street East, Lancaster, 
CA 93535-1802. 


REPEATERS, REPEATERS, REPEATERS! 
New complete systems, parts, pieces, lines and 
antennas. If you-need it for a repeater, we have it! 
CookTowerlnc @ aol.com or toll ftee at 877/992- 
2665. 3-507 


WITTY T-SHIRTS AND GIFTS FOR 
HAMS: HamTees.com New designs added every 
month. SASE: N2OWO, Box 164, Navesink, NJ 
07752. 1206-507 


HAM RADIO QSL CARDS PRINTED, $20/ 
500, ppd. Foreign, write for rate. Free sample. 
BOWMAN PRINTING, 743 Harvard, St. Louis, 
4-607 


IS YOUR RADIO SICK? We service all 
types of radio, low band, VHF, 222 and 
UHF, 900 MHz, Citizens Band radio, GMRS, 
marine radio, aircraft radio, and shortwave. 
CookTowersInc @aol.com or toll free 877/992- 
2665. 3-507 


- WANTED: Working Radio Shack D.S.P. 


40 D Digital Signal Processor. RICHARD 
WA@KKC,7139 Hardy, Overland Park, KS 
66204; 913/432-5136. 507 


FOO, 


FULL-COLOR VINYL BANNERS 


3'x8' $70, KB6UCO 310/832-4911; 
signbanner @ gmail.com, 950 Sampson Way, 
San Pedro, CA 90731. 4-607 


WWW.MRHAMRADIO.COM 
name and all you see on my website is FOR 
SALE. Please contact JOVAN 3320 W. 
Capitol St., Skokie, IL 60076. For more info at 
kb9k@comcast.net or phone 773/507-2346. 
507 


CARTOONIST ILLUSTRATES YOUR 
HAM-RELATED PROJECTS for web & 
print: http://www.danscartoons.com/ham_ 
radio_cartoons.htm; DANSCARTOONS.COM, 
P.O. Box 410, Chassell, MI 49916. 5-707 


COMMUNITY EMERGENCY RADIO 
NETWORKS BOOK. Description and free 
excerpt available at www.k3ss.us or email 
hugh@k3ss.us. K3SS, 13891 Chelmsford Dr. 
Apt. 303, Gainesuae VA 20155-3132; 703/743- 
1861. 507 


COLLECTOR’S ITEMS — Tektronix Cath-— 


ode-Ray Oscilloscope Type 524D HP Oscil- 
loscope Model 130A, Serial 1177. Write to: 
OSCILLOSCOPES, P.O. Box 6195, Plymouth, 
MI 48170. 507 


HAMFEST WILLIAMS, AZ. Arizona’s Larg- 
est Hamfest, Free Admission, July 6,7,8. I-40 exit 
165. Dealers, Exhibits, Seminars, HUGE Swap 
Area, RVs Welcome. SPONORS: AMATEUR 


‘RADIO COUNCIL OF ARIZONA (ARCA) 


and City of Williams, AZ. 16845 N 29th Ave.; 
#312, Phoenix, AZ 85053-3041. 602/881-2722 
VM, www.arca-az.org/arca. 5-707 
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¢ AERIALS II, Hy Kurt N. Sterba & Lil Paddle 
Kurt N. Sterba, along with his soulmate, Lil Paddle, take on the world of antennas in order to 
make sure that “Truth, Justice, and the dB claims, shall be correct, and maximum power with 
lowest SWR shall be available for all” rings out across the Amateur Radio world. 80 pp. $10.00 

_ +$2.00 s/h ($4.00 for non-US ZIP air delivery.) CA residents add $,78 tax. 

¢ SIX METERS, A GUIDE TO THE MAGIC BAND, 3rd Edition, is Ken Neubeck, 
WB2AMU ._. 
A labor of love by the author, the book provides comprehensive information 6 on Six Meter equip- 
ment and modes. A little history of the Golden Age of Six Meters is provided along with some 
explanations for the causes of various forms of propagation. 128 pp. $13.00 +$2.00 shipping 
and handling. ($4.00 for non-US ZIP air delivery.) CA residents add $1.01 tax. 

e THE EASY WAY, HF ANTENNA SYSTEMS, by John M Haerle, WBSIIR 
First published in 1984, this HF antenna compendium by the late John Hearle is the result of 
information accumulated to assist MARCO members with their antenna systems. The book 
is easy to read, and covers antenna fundamentals, basic, special and beam, antennas, with a 
section on 160M. Softcover, 8.5°x11”, 96 pp., index. $12.00 + $2.00 s/h. CA residents add $.93 
tax. 

e INSIDE AMATEUR RADIO, by Lenore Jensen, WONAZ 
Interviews with the people who make Amateur Radio the engaging hobby that it is. A collection 
of’ short stories and anecdotes detailing courageous rescues, hilarious situations and heart- 
warming tales, as told by the Hams’ who made them happen, through the “pen” of someone 
who truly knew what it was about “Inside Amateur Radio.” A must for every Ham shack coffee 


table..93 pp. $9.00 + $2.00 shippingand handling. ($4.00 for non-US ZIP air delivery.) CA 


residents add $ 70 tax, </\ { 
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¢ WHEN THE BIG ONE HITS, A Survival Guide for ea Radio Operators, by Jerry Boyd, 
KGOLF & Jay Boyd, KN6BP 
Tells Amateur Radio operators what to do to prepare for survival, safety of families and loved 
ones, and perform disaster communications duties efficiently in the face of disaster. 56 pp. $7.50 
+ $2.00 s/h. ($4.00 for non-US ZIP air delivery.) CAresidents add $.58'tax. 
¢ BEST OF BEASLEY, by Robert Beasley, KOBJH - 
“Oh, to see ourselves as others see us...” A wacky view of Amateur Radio through the eyes of a 
very clever cartoonist. Great gift for a fellow amateur. 112 pp. $8.00 +$2.00 shipping and handling. 
($4.00 for non-US ZIP air delivery.) CA residents add$.62 tax. 
¢ MANAGEMENT OF THE AMATEUR RADIO EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS 
FUNCTION, by Jerry Boyd, MS, KW7J, Chief of Police, Retired 
This 48-page booklet discusses the specific management responsibilities of Emergency Coordi- 
nators and other EMCOMM managers. It provides very helpful information for such managers 
on how to efficiently and effectively accomplish those tasks, $8.00 + $1.50 shipping and handling. 
_CA residents add $.62 tax. 
¢ CURRENT ISSUES IN EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS — EMCOMM for the new 
millennium, by Jerry Boyd, K6BZ, Chief of Police, Retired 
This very timely, 24-page booklet details the role of Amateur Radio assistance in emergency 
situations. It deals withthe organization of a response team, working with different types of com- 
munications, different organizations, preparedness kits, training, media relations and working 
with other radio services. AVAILABLE ONLINE with payment by Visa, MasterCard or American 
Express and receive booklet after checkout via download. (www.wr6wr.com, go to products, then 
select books.) $3.00. CA posite will pay $3.23, 
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¢ WorldRadio ’99 cD 

Contains all 1999 WorldRadio issues plus the following 
digitized books — ‘Aerials,’ “Aerials II,” “Aerials III,” 
and an interview with Kurt N. Sterba. MAC & PC compat- 
ible. $24.95 + $2.00 S&H. CAresidents, $1.93 tax 


¢ WorldRadio 00 CD 

Contains all 2000 WorldRadio issues plus the following 
digitized books — “40+5 Years of HF Mobileering,” 
“Everything You Forgot te ask About HF Mobileering,” 
“The Little Pistol’s Guide to HF Propagation.”” MAC 
& PC compatible. $24. He + $2.00 S&H. CA residents, 
$1.93 tax, 


¢ WorldRadio ’01 CD 

Contains all 2001 WorldRadio issues plus the following 
digitized books — ‘‘When the Big One Hits,” “Current 
Issues in Emergency Communications — EMCOMM 


for the new millennium,’ “Management of the Amateur 


Radio Emergency Communications Function.” MAC & 


¢ What does the fash. 
ionable Amateur Radio 
Operator wear to keep 
up with the times? Why, 
a WorldRadio LOGO 


WATCH! It comes with a 


classy black leather strap: 
Specify ladies” or men’s. 
Only $25, no shipping 
charge. CA residents add 
$1.94 tax. 


* THE SCIENCE OF 
AUDIO Bob Heil, 


4 K9EID. This video, pre- 
" sented in Bob’s own inim- 


itable style, covers audio 
signals, the human ear, 
microphones, phasing, 
parametric equalization, 
and much more! $19.95+ 
$2.00 S&H. CA residents 
add $1.59 tax. 


e Guaranteed to make 
your beverage taste better! 
WorldRadio MUG is a 
cobalt blue 11-oz. ceramic 
mug with light blue imprint. 
$7.00+$5.00 s/h. CA resi- 
dents add $.54 tax. 


¢ Kurt N. Sterba Cap 

Impress your friends with 
your sparkling white Kurt 
N. Sterba cap. Adorned on 
the front with an antenna 
array pattern, this, adjust- 
able-band cap now sells 
for the reasonable price 
of $7.00 + $2.00 S&H. CA 
residents please add $.54 
for Arnold’s trust fund. 


PC compatible. $24.95 + $2.00 S&H. 
CA residents, $1.93. tax. 


- Aerials II 


S&H charges: $2.00 for the first book to an address, & 
$1.00/book for additional books. $5.00 mug, $2.00 CD, $2.00 Video. 


VHS only 


eoce Send your order to 


WorldRadio Books ¢ P.O. Box189490 ¢ Sacramento, CA 95818 


Check or money order enclosed for $_ 
Charge my credit card: 


OWVISA CiMasterCard CA merican Express 
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Account Number Expiration Date 


Signature 


Name & call (please print) 


Address 


City/State/ZIP 


Oregon Abandons 
Proposed Laws Re: 
Handheld Mobiles 


t now appears that Oregon has aban- 
doned two laws proposing a total ban 


“ on the use of handheld two-way devices 


while mobile. 

Bob Kuhn, KU7N, reports that the 
Oregon Legislature has apparently 
abandoned its efforts to prohibit the 
use of cell phones and two-way radios 
while operating a motor vehicle. 
Instead, lawmakers are now focusing 
on legislation that allows police to ticket 
people for “distracted driving,” which 
would include anything that causes a 
driver to drive erratically 

Bob said that several Hams came 
forward and testified on the original 
bills seeking exemption for federally 
licensed Ham Radio operators. Wit- 
nesses included the ARRL Oregon Sec- 
tion Manager, Bonnie Altus, AB7ZQ. 


(USPS 947000) 
P.O. Box 189490 
Sacramento, CA 95818-9490. 


POSTMASTER: Send this 
page (NOT A COPY — 
THAT’S WASTEFUL!) with 
changes of address to above. 
(Please include mailing label 
intact. Please do not 
obliterate ANY information 
on the mailing label.) 


Everett Curry, W6ABM, has been 
following the proposed legislation. He 
said the result is a significantly different 
approach than, the straight ban because the 
penalty is based on actual driving behavior, 
not the mere use of a two-way device. 

Bob Kuhn adds that Portland televi- 
sion news reports that the same type of 


legislation in the Washington Legisla- 


ture has also lost momentum. 
— AB7ZQ, KU7N, ARNewsline 


© The Social Scene in 

Dayton, OH 

he 2007 Topband Dinner will again 

be held to coincide with this year’s - 
Dayton Hamvention. All 160-meter 
enthusiasts are cordially invited to the 
gathering on Friday evening, 18 May, at 
the the Barnsider Restaurant on North 
Main Street not far from HARA Arena. 
Reservations are required, with the cost — 
at $29 per person prepaid. Reservations 


srldRadio 


go to George Guean. K8GG, 14322 A. 
Drive North, Ceresco, MI 49033. For 
more information e-mail George at 
k8g¢ @arrl.net 

— K8GG, others, ARNewsline 


Request for 
Mandated Multi- 
Language Ham 
Radio Exams | 
Turned Down by the 
FCC : 


lhe FCC has turned down a rules 

change request filed by Victor Madera, 
KP4PQ, and the Puerto Rico Amateur 
Radio League, Inc., requesting that the 
regulatory agency mandate that question 
pools used in Amateur Radio operator 
license examinations be prepared for 
each examination element i in languages ; 
other than English. a ARNewsline 
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